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Introduction

Nowadays we take photography for granted.

We are surrounded by it—in books, magazines, and albums, or as slides,
or films in the cinema and on television.

But less than a hundred and fifty years ago if you wanted a picture,
you had to draw it, paint it, or engrave it. Most people seldom saw what
anything or anybody looked like apart from the things and people they
saw with their own eyes within a mile or two of their homes.

Your camera, today, can be simply the little black box you use for taking
family snapshots. Or it can be so much more—the key to a fascinating
hobby, or even the start of an exciting career as a press photographer or a
movie cameraman!

The How and Why Book of Photography tells you how your camera
was invented, how it works, and some of the many ways in which you can
use it.
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While the alchemists were trying to make gold, they discovered that chioride of silver turned black when it was expased to light.

How Photography Began

Centuries ago it was discovered that
if a very small
hole is made in a
box painted black on the inside, a
picture of the scene outside is formed
on the wall of the box facing the hole.
It is a very faint picture, and it is upside
down.

At about the same time, the alche-
mists, who were half-scientists, half-
magicians, were making experiments

What is photography ?

in the hope of turning lead into gold.
They did not succeed, naturally, but
in the course of their experiments they
discovered that a chemical called
chloride of silver, which they knew as
Luna Cornea, went black if it was
exposed to light.

About another three hundred years
went by before anybody brought these
two discoveries together, and invented

photography.













































































































































