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Once upon a time there lived a tsar who was also a sorcerer,
and he sent out a call throughout his tsardom, telling all and
sundry that whoever succeeded in hiding from him would get
half his tsardom.

A youth named Within-and-Without-Wears-His-Coat-Wrong-
Side-Out took up the challenge. He came to the palace and said
to the tsar:

“I shall hide so that you will never find me.”

“Very well,” said the tsar. “If you succeed, you’ll get half
my tsardom; if not, you'll have your head cut off. Sign there,
please.” '

Within-and-Without signed his name and set to the business
of hiding himself. Before the tsar he stood, a handsome youth;
across the courtyard he ran, a black sable; under the gate he
crawled, a white ermine; over the field he streaked, a grey
rabbit. He went where his feet took him, and he found himself
in the thrice-nine tsardom. Now, in that tsardom there was a
large green meadow, and as soon as he reached it he turned
into three different flowers.
















































