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Whump, whump" went the tires of Pete S
J;iﬂﬁg ‘The sounds were so close together they
‘"Eaemed Jlike one noise.

: “Heﬂ'l” screamed Pete. He pointed to the
m@g of tl\ae road. “Look out! Get over!”

R Jim qﬂuld harel'_t.r see the outline of Pete's
arm in the darkness, but he swerved to the

_314aft’ He coasted along the shoulder of the road |
M until he caught up with Pete. Pete had stopped
and was looking back.
. ‘What's wrong?" asked Jim.
Pata shook his head. "A snake! A huge
AN ksnake .1 rode over it! On the side of the
n\ road! I chdn t see it until too late .. . couldn't |
@ even turn.”
;#\ , “Probably just an cld inner tube," said
W Jim, “Come on, let's go." :
'_ “Was not," replied Pete, shaking his head N
| again, “Want to go back and see?" ~
J  Jim hesitated for a moment. "All right,"
answered. “I'm not scared.”
"\ | Pete unhooked the flashlight from the
frame of his bike. The boys laid their bicycles ||
W in the weeds beside the road and slowly
"% walked back. The flashlight made a faint yel-
1| low spot on the pavement.
: Pata shone the flashlight far ahead. "Up
h he said, “That's where I rode over it."
“I don't see anything. !




] rﬂad 'For a moment everything was still.

g i‘han._ suddenly, the back half of a very large
gopher snake disappeared into the roadside
weeds.

Jim took a slow step backward. "You rode
over that?"
Pete nodded. “I told you it wasn't an inner
tube.” He shone the flashlight directly on the
spot where the snake had disappeared. "Think
" it's hurt?"
Jim shrugged. "It seems to be crawling
all right.”
"Maybe we should come back and look
around tomorrow." p
"OK.," Jim agreed. "Let’s wait until there S .
a little more light."
The boys turned and walked baek tc- W ,
their bicycles. Pete kEpt the haam of light un C
the road. A

“You knqw " said Jun “my g‘%ndp
call that a rnm snake i R N
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answer questions—dozens or

of them. What should I wear today?
ents do I eed for school? Can I eat

iece of toast and still get to the bus on

t should I do tonight?

questions you answer correctly. Others
you don't. Some guestions are important. You
‘spend lots of time thinking about them. Other
&u&"ﬁﬂd’ha aren’t important. You guess at the
answer or just choose




You think about many things Sumattmau t.heu th_
when you try to answer a ques- SWe
tion. You try to remember things times they lead you ﬂi.
you know that might help you.
You look for new information
about the guestion, Sometimes
you try to guess how someone
else would answer the question.
Other times you might pick an
answer because of what you
would like the answer to be.

Ralphie is to ignore him.

you find a correct an

answer,
Here are three stoﬂau Eat:h ;
story has a question. Each story 5
tells about something thah:' "l
“happen to you, and each story
‘will show a different w&yfﬁi 8
il .anmﬁng a queation
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You're sitting on your bed one ‘ne
noon reading a hmk abuut a

(an avalanche has just starte
your little brother Ralphie wal e
room. He strolls past your h-ed anﬁ liuak.ﬂ o
out the window.

“"Hey," he says, somaons s m Mr
Murphy's backyard."

Your teeth start to grind Ygu ve l

long time ago you laamed tliab some- !
times the best way to get alang with

“Hey," says Ralphie, "thﬂ*&r’m gcing
into the Murphys' house." 3

You frown and roll over, wnudadng,,‘
when Ralphie is going to go away.

“Hey," says Ralphie, "the mi
out of the Murphys' house. 1
rying something that's all co
They're stealing ﬂamathlng
Murphys!” 2

“You sit up stralght The
Someone is stealing Eumath:"_
Murphys? ; :



someone
stealing something from
the Murphys?
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That night at din-
ner the telephone
rings. Your father
answers it. When he returns
to the table, he says, “The
- Murphys just got home. While they
~ were gone this afternoon, aameone broke
‘into their house and stole some money.
.- -The burgiars also took some sﬂverwam
~and Mr. Murphy's violin. b
: - “Most of our neighbors were :
.gﬂné this &fti‘-!monn The J@hnsons :
: {d:dn‘t see anythmg because tha?
~ were watching a repairman fix
tii T‘iﬁ’aﬂ:aftamnan Didm







WHO KNOWS
THE NAMES OF
THESE FISH?







tima the C[IJ.BBt.lGﬂ saams eassr
The fish look a lot like guppies Thay
swim like guppies. They're even the : szza
and color of guppias But wculd you
stick your hand in the bowl? Of course
not! The zookeeper just told you they
are gastromorphs. Zookeepers know
their animals, right? So the fish must
be gastromorphs. Maybe.

Here's what really happened. The
zookeeper who was supposed to visit
your class got sick. The zoo sent over
the person who normally takes care of
birds. The zookeeper who came to your
class knew a lot about birds, but not
much about fish.

His first stop that morning was at
the mammal house to pick up the mon-
goose, Then he went to the reptile
house to get the iguana and the snake.
He tock all three animals with him into
the fish house.

It was dark in the fish house. All the
fish were arranged alphabetically in sep-
arate acquariums. The guppies were in
the agquarium next to the gastromorphs.
The zockeeper picked up a net, walked
over to the gastromorphs, and leaned
over the aquarium to dip some out. Just
then the snake began to crawl out of its
bag, so the zookeeper reached down to
push it back in. When he stood up
straight again he had three fish in his
net. He dumped them into the fishbowl
and hurried to your school. What he
didn’t know was that he had acciden-
tally dipped the net into the wrong tank.
He had netted three guppies instead of
three gastromorphs.
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"It's the last chance," says Pat. “The‘jr 1e
changing mcmea tomorrow. "

“Well . . ." You're having a terrible time
deciding what to do. Then you suddenly
remember something!

"Maybe we won't have to turn in this
paper tomorrow. We haven't even graded
Thursday’s paper yet."

“That's right,” says Pat.

You take a deep breath. All you can
think about is how much you want to see the
movie. "And Ms. Wilson does forget to collect
papers sometimes. Remember last Monday's

-assignmant? It was Wednesday bhefore she

collected it."

"Right!" says Pat. “I'll tell you what," he
continues. "As soon as the bell rings on

- Monday, T'll ask her what she did this week-
1 er.ld She'll forget all about the assignment.”

'*fﬁK " you answer “Tll be right over."
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