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This is the third month during which
agitations and bandhs have marked the
‘Reservations’ controversy in Gujarat. It
all began reasonably enough with the
medical students asking the govern-
ment to cease ‘reserving seats in the
post-graduate courses. However, it has
evolved into a general caste ‘war’, with
stone-throwing and bus-burning in the
cities, with many Harijan hamlets burnt
to the ground, and one or two persons
killed daily in firings. The upper castes
are expressing their resentment of the
new status that Harijans have achieved.

That this is happening in Gujarat is
significant, for it shows that, even in
Gandhiji's own home State, his ideas
and ideals have had so little influence.
This question of reservations and
scholarships, etc, for the backward
classes, is clearly an issue on which we
must, each of us, have his own opinion
and judgement, and not depend on
others to decide what we think. Each of
us probably knows persons who have
benefitted from, and others who have
suffered due to the system of reserva-
tions. But comparing these people is
not the issue. There are over 200
million backward-class persons in the
country and today the reservations
help perhaps 20,000 of them, each
year. The idea is to help these

communities to better their prospects,
open up new horizons and help them
participate more hopefully in the
growth of the country. This is the only
way that the backward classes will ever
have qualified representatives among
the ruling elite.

Arnold Toynbee, the great British
historian, has written in ‘A Study of
History’, that mankind has mostly lived
in a Time of Troubles between the
temporary peace of one empire and
another. It is clear that the present is a
Time of Troubles following the end of
the great European empires.

We may well ask ourselves what
qualities of mind and spirit are most
needed during such a period, and then
try and cultivate them. A different set of
qualities are needed in the heyday of
Empire, or during a World War. During
a Time of Troubles, qualities that make
one an island of security are necessary.
If your Integrity is undoubted, people
can always rely on you — they know
you won't ever let them down.
Empathy is needed — putting yourself
in the other man's shoes — doing to
him as you would be done by. Mental
alertness is also necessary so that you
will know and understand what is
happening, and not be surprised by the
turn of events.

Your Editor



by Lakshmi
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\ owadays, there are a lot of people attracted to practis-

S ing Rangoli. They fill in the boundaries of their design
¢ with colourful and realistic powdered chalk representations of
. just about any subject that appeals to their imagination —

Lord Krishna playing his flute, Shiva and Parvati, temple
scenes, etc. What a far cry this is from the more ‘disclipined’
traditional art of Rangoli that originated in South India.

It was the custom, and still is, in many traditional house-
holds, for the women to wake up early in the morning —
maybe at 5 or 5:30 a.m., sweep the area in front of the house,
sprinkle it with water mixed with cow dung, and then draw
artistic and beautifying designs on the area. The reason for
sweeping is evident. It is good hygiene, besides it gave the
house a clean and pleasant appearance. The reason for the
cow dung? It acted as a very effective disinfectant. And the
reason for ladies exclusively practising Rangoli was, because,
in an age when women were very much confined to the
house, it gave them a splendid outlet for their creative and
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9 artistic talents. The art of Rangoli also demanded from them a

.0. great deal of patience and concentration, as you will soon
() learn.

) Anather valuable side benefit for ladies who had to stay

¢ home and cook for most of the day, was that they got their

o

daily exercise. They had to bend and draw the designs — not
sit on their haunches. This provided good exercise for the hip
joint and back muscles.
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Rangoli designs were always made with rice flour and not
with chalk, as is the common practice now. The reason for
this was that the rice flour was meant as food for the ants and
sparrows. This demonstrates the Hindu belief that men
should not only be concerned with their fellow human beings,
but also with all other living creatures.
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Composite Dots:

{This involves grouping of figures)

L]
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Rules for Rangoli

The basis for drawing designs is a system of dots. There
are 3 basic forms that are based on a combination of Even
Dots, Odd Dots and Composite Dots. From these, countless
variations of design are possible.

There are particular ways in which the dots should be
joined. This is necessary for achieving symmetery of design
which is absolutely essential for Rangoli.

Here are some basic designs:

Evan Dots:
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The Story So Far:

Id-year-old Jason Wright 5 on vacation in
Huong Kong where his father & working, He
returns te school in England a week early to try
out for the Swimming Championship. On the
Plane fason @ asked to look after two small
children who ave travelling alone

The plane 5 hijacked by three [apanese,
members of a suicide squad called Rengo Seki-
gun. The plane erash lands near Malaya, three
fassengers who try to attack the hijackers are
overfowered and sertously wounded. The
Plane’s Capeam Chisholm @5 knocked unconscious,

To help hus fellow passengers, Jason escapes
Sfram the plane. But he &5 spotted, and one of
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the hijackers pursues him. Finally, in self-
defence, fason shoots a poisoned dart into the
Sapanese, and then runs for his life, back to the
beach

Meanwhile, soldiers and supplies are bemmg
flown from Bangkoh. Colonel Chula of the
Interior Mingsiry takes charge of negotiations.
The women and two children are allowed to get
off the plane, but not the injured men. Also,
anyone that went on board was taken prisoner!
Jouwrnalists and more soldiers arrive and, with
them, two fapanese men in plain clothes,

Now read on ...

J.M. Marks

Serial Story — Part VIII

atsutan.' The elder of the two,
Ma middle-aged man with crop-
ped, grizzled hair, gave Jason a

deep bow.
‘Sumitomo.” The second man was

much younger, in his early twenties,
and wore his black hair long, brushed

8

back over his ears. He bowed rather less
stiffly and Jason shook hands with them
both.

‘We heard that you had escaped and
brought the news.' Matsutan bowed
again.

‘No." At Matsutan's look of surprise

Sunshine



Jason said quickly: ‘1 did escape, but a
fishing boat saw the aircraft first.’

‘That 1s correct’, confirmed Colonel
Chula. ‘Mister Jason came from the
forest. I found him just at the back of
the palms here.’

‘Ah so!” Matsutan thought a moment.
“You did not reach a village?'

‘No."

‘Did you go along the beach in the
morning?'

‘No, 1 thought it was too open. I
walked in the forest till 1 heard a
helicopter, and came back.’

Then Matsutan asked the question
that Jason had dreaded, ‘Did anyone
follow you?'

‘Il think one man tried to swim after
me, but I got away in the darkness.’
Jason shot a quick glance at Colonel
Chula but he, eyes half-shut over his
cheroot made no comment.

Matsutan murmured something in
Japanese, stood and bowed first to
Jason and then to Colonel Chula. *Per-
haps now we will go to the aircraft?’

Feeling more uneasy than ever, Jason
wandered aimlessly about when vet
another helicopter landed in its private
duststorm. He jerked round at the
sound of an English voice: ‘Hullo there!'
A tall man in check shirt, slacks and
faded desert boots was striding towards
him, hand outstretched. ‘Michael
Deane, from the Embassy. You must be
Jason Wright, We got through to Hong
Kong on the scrambler, and our pf&npl&
there have told your parents — all
strictly secret!” He clapped Jason on the
shoulder, "Wonderful piece of work! As
soon as you've given us the story and the
Thais release you, we'll get you out of
this. You may have to spend the night
at Hat Yai, but you'll be in Bangkok

warch "81

tomorrow morning.’

Jason hesitated, but for no more than
a moment. 'I'm not going.’

Michael Deane opened his mouth to
speak, saw the desperate face, paused
and then said mildly, "Very well. But
you were expected in Bangkok.’

I'm sorry; I don't want to cause
anyone any trouble. Butl don’t want
to go. I'll stay — maybe I can help.’

‘Well, if vou're staying, we'll get you
fixed up in our tent. I'm off now. I've
one or two things to discuss with the
Thais.’

Jason stood idly waiting. Voices came
to him through the marquee canvas,
voices he recognized. There was Colonel
Chula, then he heard Michael Deane’s
clear English voice, and the curt voice
of Matsutan. They must have finished
at the aircraft. Jason pricked up his
ears. Matsutan was explaining some-
thing, something ominous. “These men
say they have one man missing.’

“That's the boy, of course.’

‘No, it is one of their own men. They
sent him along the beach this morning
to look for the boy, and he did not
return.’ They say that unless we return
this man in twenty-four hours they are
going to execute two stewardesses —
one English, one Chinese,’ said Matsutan
in his curt voice.

Inside the marquee the tense discus-
sion went one, but Jason wandered
away between the tents. His worst fears
were being realized. The hijackers were
not going meekly to accept the disap-
pearance of one of their number — and
when they found our that he was not
merely a prisoner, but dead, killed by
one of their own hostages, their fury
would be terrible. Jason crouched by
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A

POETRY

Here are the first lines of some wellknown
poems.
a] Complete the rest of the first stanza
b) Name the Poet and the poem from which
it is taken,
i} ‘Tiger! Tiger! burning bright’
il “When | consider how my life is spent’
iii] “Bangle-sellers are we who bear’
iv] "0 Captain' my Captain! our fearful trip
15 done’
vh ‘Little boy  kneels at the foot of his bed’

. Walter de la Mare is a well-loved children's

poel. Write a short note about his life, and
name any 3 of his poems,

Below are clues that describe 4 important
poets.
a) Who are they? b) Where and when did
they live? ¢} Name any 2 poems thal
each wrote.
i) He was born in Scotland and died in
Samoa

i} Besides writing poetry, essays and novels,

he has written one of the most popular
adventure stories of all time

Send your answers to these
questions on a separate sheet
together with the coupon.
Three lucky all-correct winners
get Eagle Flasks. Upto 4 points
will be awarded on merit to
Lthe rest of the winners,
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Eagle's =—_\Fagle's
Mars Rocket Toddler
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i} He believed that the finest poetry could
be written in the simplest words

ii} His good friend was Samuel Taylar
Coleridge,

il He wrote these familiar lines
‘Cod's in his heaven
All's right with the world’

i) He married a poetess,

il He wrote stories and poems for his son
Christopher.

it} One of his main characters loves honey.

a) Whal is the difference between these

torms of poetry — ballad, lyric, limerick,

b) Name 2 poems written in each form.

¥. Match the Poets with their Poems.

Poets Poems
Tennyson To A Skylark
de la Mare Gunga Din
Keats Young and Old
Burns Ode To A Mightingale
Shellay Hark, Hark, the Lark
Kingsley The Lady of Shallot
Shakespeare To A Field Mouse
Kipling Tartary

.
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