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A couple of months have gone by
since the New Year and well-meant
resolution-making. Now why not sit
back and take stock of yourself. We will
not bother with performance in school,
on the sports field, etc., but with the
most important factor — the knowledge
and understanding of vyourself. The
great writer Miguel de Cervantes urged
his readers to “make it thy business to
know thyself.” Today, that advice is still
important, Try using this knowledge to
discover more about yourself and your
relationships with others by briefly
answering the following questions:

1. What is my purpose in life?

2. What are my strengths and
weaknesses?

3. What are my likes and dislikes?

4. How do I behave in relation to
my family, classmates, teachers,
and people in general?

Go ahead and write down your
answers in your diary or a notebook.
Take a minute to think about the answer
to each.

Now that you have them written
down, make an effort to analyse your
answers. The following questions will
help:

L]

Does your purpose in life relate
entirely to yourself, or does it show
an interest in and concern for
others?
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What can you do to develop your
strengths even further? And how can
vou work to eliminate your weak-
nesses?

* Are vour likes and dislikes based on
selfishness, ignorance, and preju-
dice, or do they reflect attitudes
based on love?

Does your behaviour often result
from your desire for knowledge, for
adventure, recognition, for food,
clothing and things, for love of
others?

Actually, each of these questions

requires a lot of discussion, but let us
just spend a moment on the third:
“What are my likes and dislikes?” Was
your answer in terms of people you
liked/disliked? In terms of the way
other people treated you? In terms of
things that you have or want? In terms
of things you would like to do? Note
that each of these represents a
different way of looking at the world,
though none of them are necessarily
better or worse than the others.
But your behaviour will certainly be
much more positive if everything you
do is influenced by a desire to under-
stand and improve yourself. This way
you will be on the road to being a more
interesting and dynamic person.

Your Editor



Answers to

SUNSHINE-EAGLE FLASK QUIZ
CONTEST
MNov /[Dec. 1980

1. a) Why did the Farmers block the road
and rail traffic in Nasik in November?
b} Who was their leader? Write a brief
note on him.

a) The farmers undertook a rail aur rasta roko
movement to make an impact on the towns-
people who rule India. They wanted an
increase in the prices which they received for
onions (Rs.100 instead of Rs.45 per quintal),
sugarcane [(Rs.300 instead of Rs.200) and
cotton. They were convinced that political
parties would betray them again and hence,
they undertook this direct action,

bl The leader of the Shetkari Sanghatana,
which coordinated this movement is Sharad
loshi, 46, a well-educated former government
official who had also spent ten years working
for the United Nations in Switzerland, In

8

1973 he quit his comfortable UN. job and
started a small {dry) farm near Poona He
kept careful records of his expenses and re-
turns and came to the conclusion that farmers
were being exploited by middlemen and by
the government purchasing agencies. Since
then he developed a programme of action
concentrated on crops — onion and sugar — in
which certain districts in Maharashtra pro-
duce a large proportion of the country’s total
output,

11. All year long, Assam has been in a state
of turmoil.

a ) Whatis the demand of the agitators?

b) Who is leading the agitators?

¢} Is this an ‘anti-national’ agitation?

a) The demand is that only those people who

were in Assam in 1950, i.e, those listed on the

Mational Register of Citizens in 1950-51, and

their descendants should be permitted to stay

in Assam; the rest should be deported. It is true

that up to 2 million persons from Burma,

Bangladesh and Nepal have moved into Assam

Sunshine



since 1947, 1t is difficult to close the borders,
and peasants have been moving into Assam
for decades from nearby East Bengal (now
Bangladesh), The agitators, who clearly have
the support of the whole population feel that
these millions of ‘foreigners’ do not have a
right to citizenship or to being on the voters’
roll,

b) The All Assam Students Union and the All
Assam Cana Sanghram Parishad,

c] Mot at the moment. The Assamese, like all
of us anywhere, do not like the idea of being
made a minority in their home State, and by
illegal immigrants, at that. The people of the
Eastern States have felt, for years, that their
cultures were being wiped out, and that they
were becoming minorities in their historical
homes.

Il. a) What
Moradabad riots?
- b) Was this a communal riot?
c) Were other parts of India affected by
these riots?

incident sparked off the

a). On the day of ldd, when thousands of
Muslims had gathered for prayer, someone at
the edge of the crowd said he saw a pig. The
Muslims suspected that it was deliberately
let loose. What happened next 15 not clear,
but eventually the policemen standing by fired
on the crowd. The riot spread throughout the
town and beyond.

b] Not really, because the fighting was mostly
between the Muslims and the police, not
between Hindus and Muslims

cl Yes, there were violent incidents in Aligarh,
Allahabad, Agra and other places in the days
and weeks following.
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1V. a) Why are Iran and Iraq at war?
b] How has their war afiected India?

a) lranis are Shia Muslims, while the Iraguis
are S5unnis and Arab. That 15 enough reason
to set off a war. Then there are the islands at
the mouth of the Persian Gulf that the Shah
of lran occupied when the British withdrew.
The Shah had also forced Iraq, in 1971, to
dgree to give up control over both banks of
the Shatt al Arab waterway at the north end
of the Gulf, and to place the border along the
middie President Saddam Hussein of lrag
hoped to take advantage of the chaotic situa-
tion in lran to establish Irag as the strongest
nation in the Middle East. The fanatics pre-
senthy in power in lran have been calling for
Hussein's overthrow and have occupied Iraqgi
territory in the Northern areas

| Iragi advance
X Heavy fighting

Air aftacks Shatt al Arab Abadar
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b) India used to obtain 11 million tons of oil
fraom Iran and Irag out of the total 16 million
tons that we import. This had to be substituted
from elsewhere very quickly A pood deal of
oil was hnught on the ‘spot’ market at very
high prices. The shutting down of lrani and
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Iraqi oil production has meant that oil prices
have risen again. Qil imports in 1981 will cost
Rs.5,500 crores, compared to under Rs. 2,000
crores as recently as 1978, It will require a
tremendous effort from India on the export
front to earn this much foreign exchange,

V. a) Why do vou think Russia is currently

in Afghanistan?

b) Why was there a fear, this year, that

Russia would invade Poland?
a) Since 1965, when the last elected govern-
ment of Afghanistan resigned, that country
has had a succession of dictatorial regimes.
The last three regimes have been closely
allied with the U.5.5 R. However, in December
1979, Russia ceased to trust the President
Mr. Amin, and suspected him of planning to
reverse his policies and come to an agree-
ment with Pakistan and the West. This is pro-
bably the main reason why Russia flew in
thousands of troops in the last few days of
19749,

Lech Walesa
leader of the Polish workers

b) After the success of the workers” movement
and the formation of Solidarity, the free
trade union, and the reshuffle of the Govern-
ment in Poland, the U.55R. had reason to
fear that its friends in Poland might not be
able to hold onto power for long. For the
same reasons, in any other year, the USSR,
might have sent troops into Peland as it did
in 1954, '56 and "68 in East Germany, Hungary
and Crechoslovakia. But, after Afghanistan,
the West was alert, and firm statements of
support for Poland were made by the NATO
countries

8

V1. a) Who is the new American President?
b) How many American hostages are
being held by Iran?
c) What major attempt did ex-President
Carter make to get them out?

a) Ronald Reagan, £9, a former Republican
Governor of California.

b) Till January 20, 52 American hostages were
held by Iran. They had been illegally detained
since November 1979 when the U 5. Embassy
in Teheran was attacked and seized by a mob
of militant Muslim fanatics. This was in
flagrant violation of all diplomatic rules

c) First, all Iran’s assets in the U.S.A. were
seized; later, the Embassy in the U5 A, was
closed, and finally, an effort was made to
send Irani students home. Of course, there
was a ban on trade with Iran and on spare
parts for the military, These were steps which
seriously weakened lran. Later, President
Carter authorised a risky military expedition
to attack the American Embassy in Iran and
rescue the hostages. This, however, failed. It
also sealed President Carter’s fate in the
Elections. | |

Sunshine



The Story So Far:

14-year-old fason Wright &5 on vacation in
Hong Kong where his father @ working. He
returns to school in England a week carly to try
out for the Swrmming Championship. On the
plane fason @& asked to look after two small
children who are travelling alone.

The plane s hijacked by three fapanese,
members of a suicide squad called Rengo Seki-
gun. The plane crash lands near Malaya, three
passengers who try to attack the hijackers are
overpowered and seriously wounded, The
plane’s Capiain Chisholm & knocked unconscious.

CKE

Jason, determined to help his fellow passen-
gers, escapes from the plane that night. Bul he
is spotted and pursued by one of the Japanese.

It & an unnerving time for Jason. He runs
through the forest, tuns for his life, but the
Sfarest floor & covered with thorny spines; he
stariles o peaceful settlement of aborigines.

The fapanese finally catches up with him
and tn self-defence fason uses the blowpipe and
poisoned dart that he found near the aborggines'
huts. The fapanese utters a hoarse, gaspeng cry
and then there is silence.

Now read on ...

D!

J.M. Marks

Serial Story — Part VI

ason moved across to a tree, leant

his shoulder against it and let his
head fall against the smooth bark. He
stood there, gasping for breath and try-
ing to listen, but heard only the blood
pounding in his ears and the thud-
thud, thud-thud of his pumping heart.

For long minutes he stayed there,
while feeling and strength crept back
into his legs and thighs,and hope into
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his mind. There seemed to be nothing
moving near him: he had got clear
away from that hijacker — that dart
must have knocked him out. Also, he
now had a good idea of where he him-
self was: he had not run on beyond the
spur, but back, and therefore back to-

wards the aircraft — and the slight
downhill slope below him could only
B over
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