V. Datskevich

Multi-Coloured




Julidochromis ornatus

Metvnnis hypsauchen

Badis badis

Carassius auratus auratus

A pk yésemimi walkeri

o




Trichogaster trichopterus
spec. gold

Barbus conchonius

=
.....

i oy, VR L "’“*- '
3 :"-;.(_\ . ; ~*v£ﬂmﬁ,i E—J.ﬂ%m- }‘n" 25
-l I- - - vt I...- .'“___ B e e :.]

B o b B




V. Datskevich

Multi-Coloured

Translated from the Russian by Natalie Ward
Photos by author

Designed by L. Orlova

PROGRESS

Publishers
Moscow




There are houses and houses: wooden houses and brick ones, houses
built of snow and houses built of concrete. But the house whose inhabitants
you are going to meet today is all made of glass, with a glass floor and

glass walls. Like the house in the fairytale, it has no windows and no
doors... and it is called an aquarium.

In the aquarium live different fish. There are big ones, bigger than
~your hand, and little ones, the size of a nail. Most of them come from
hot, tropical countries which not many people have visited. And even

for those who can travel there, it is not always easy to make out the fish
when they are swimming free in the river, let alone observe how they
live and multiply. Whereas in the aquarium, we can see everything and
by watching the fish we can learn many interesting things about them:
how they eat, how they deposit their roe and how they look after their

young.
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The Swordtail

The Swordtail has a long growth like a sword
on his tail, which 1s how he got his name. He lives
in small ponds in South America. If the pond
dries out in summer, he gets to another one across
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dry land. He coils up like a spring, uses his sword
as a lever and does a little jump. He moves along
like this in leaps until he comes to more water.
When he 1s swimming, he uses his sword like
a rudder, to steer. In the picture it has only one

sword, but they sometimes have two, three, or even

five.
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Multicoloured Shoal

You don’t know which way to look when
you see a shoal of multicoloured Guppies.
Little and lively, they are always on the
move. It took a lot of work on the part of

aquarium-lovers to breed such bright and
pretty little fish. Even at home in South
America the multicoloured Guppy is some-
thing ot a rarity. Back there he is grey, with
much smaller fins. This is so as not to be
noticed and scooped up by a bird, or swal-
lowed by a bigger fish.
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The Blackest Fish of All

There is nothing blacker than the
Black Molly in the aquarium. Her fry are
also black and very lively. As soon as they
are born they set off to look for food.

The Black Molly lives in rivers. But
sometimes it is attacked by its enemies,
tiny infusoria, and then 1t swims away to
the sea.

The infusoria are killed off by the salt
water, and the fish returns to the river.
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The Golden Gourami

The Golden Gourami has long
thin whiskers 1n place of breast-fins.
They are always on the move, just
like hands. When he finds something

interesting, he puts out his whiskers
to teel what 1t 1s. He feels the weeds,
the glass walls of aquarium, and
the Ilittle snails, and when he
meets another fish, he pats it with
his whiskers as though in greet-

Ing.
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An Underwater Island

[Look at this beautiful fish: she seems to have been sown
with pearls. That is probably how she got her name: Pearl
Gourami.

When i1t 1s time to breed, the Gourami builds a nest by

gathering up in her mouth leaves and little twigs that float
in the water and glueing them together with a froth made of
air-bubbles. The nest ends up like a little island. The Gourami
hides her roe 1nside it so that it shouldn’t get washed
away or eaten by other fish, then stands guard by the
nest until the little Gouramis have bitten their way out of their

eggs.
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