SEVEN WONDERS
OF THE WORLD)

The wor!d s greatest treasures

’J‘
# -







LEOPARD

Copyright © Leopard Learning 2009

www.leopardlearning.com

Created by Q2AMedia (www.q2amedia.com)

Editor Anand Mani
Art Director Rahul Dhiman

Senior Designers Cheena Yadav and Ranjan Singh Garsa

Art Editor Sujatha Menon

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, or stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording, or otherwise, without written permission of Leopard Learning, nor be otherwise
circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and
without a similar condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

Published in India by Popular Prakashan Pvt. Ltd.; 301, Mahalaxmi Chambers, 22, Bhulabhai
Desai Road, Mumbai — 400026, India for Brainworks Learning Systems Pvt. Ltd.

All rights reserved.
10987654321

ISBMN: 978-81-7991-508-0

Printed in India by GH Printers Pvt. Ltd.,, A-256, Okhla Indl. Area, Phase-1, New Delhi-110 020.

Picture Credits

Front cover: Istockphoto

Back cover: David Mckee : Shutterstock
Title Image :

Petronilo G. Dangoy Jr ; Shutterstock

Contents Images :
Philip Lange : Dreamstime

45 Istockphoto, 12-13 John Evans :
Shutterstock. 14-15 Petronilo 6. Dangoy Jr

: Shutterstock. 15tL 024 Media Image Bank,
16 Thomas Barrat : Shutterstock. 17b Roman
Czupryniak : Shutterstock. 18 Dreamstime, 20-
21 Dreamstime. 22 Gvictoria : Bigstockphoto.
23 Philip Lange ; Dreamstime. 24-25t Jan
Zoetekouw : Shutterstock. 24-25b Martin 5t-
Amant : Travail personnel. 27 Jim Lipschutz :
Shutterstock. 28-29 Jorg Jahn ; Shutterstock.
30 Istockphoto. 31 Stefanie Van Der Vinden

+ Dreamstime. 32 Stefanie Van Der Vinden :
Dreamstime. 33 Celso Diniz : Shutterstock.

34 Jesds Eloy Ramos Lara : Dreamstime, 35
Goran Turedic : Istockphoto. 36-37 Leigh
Warner : Dreamstime, 38-39 Joe Barbarite

: Shutterstock. 40 Tatiana Grozetskaya :
Shutterstock. 41 Morris White : Fotolia, 42-43
Peter Sobolev : Shutterstock. 43cr Tyler Olson

: 123rf. 45 Goran Turudic : Istockphoto, 46-47
John Evans : Shutterstock. 48 Jesis Eloy Ramos
Lara : Dreamstime.






The Great Pyramid of Giza = i ‘ﬂ

Of all the wonders of the ancient world, the Great Pyramid of Giza in
Egypt is by far the most well known. It is one of the oldest wonders and
the only one to have survived the ravages of time. The Great Pyramid
was built by the fourth dynasty Egyptian pharaoh, Khufu between
2650 sc and 2500 k. The pyramid is made of 2.3 million blocks of

stone, each weiﬂung about 2.5 tonnes. According to Herodotus, it took
100,000 men t 20 years to build the massive structure. Until the
19" century, it was the tallest structure in the world.




It is believed the id was built as a tomb for Khufu.

He was buried with a fabulous treasure in a secret chamber
inside the pyramid. Around 820 b, Caliph Abdullah al Mamoun
of Baghdad came to Giza in search of this freasure.

He hired a large number of workers who dug through the
pyramid for weeks. However, when they ﬁ:::?ly reached

.. the secret chamber, they found nothing but an

empty sarcophagus.

To this day, no one really knows where
the treasure went.




Hanging Gardens of Babylon

There are two accounts for the creation of the Hanging
Gardens of Babylon near present-day Al Hillah in Iraq,
The more popular belief is that King Nebuchadnezzar

II built the gardens fo comfort his wife, Amyitis. She used
to miss the mountain greenery of her homeland very much.
Nebuchadnezzar created the fantastic gardens around
600 &c in the middle of the desert. The other possible
creator is Queen Sammurmat who lived two centuries
before Nebuchadnezzar.

Whoever created the gardens, there are almost no known
remains of the Hanging Gardens. In fact, Babylonian
writings make no mention of the gardens. They are only
mentioned by ancient Greek historians and poets.

The famed gardens were most probably destroyed by
an earthquake in the 1* century AD.

4 The ruins of the Hanging
Gardens lie in the long-since-
gone ancient city of Babylon,

which is near the modermn cify

of Baghdad in Iraq.
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Statue of Zeus

“If Zeus moved to stand up, he would unroof the temple.”

So said the Greek historian Strabo. He was talking about the
40-foot tall statue of Zeus that had been installed in the temple
at Olympia. The temple, dedicated to Zeus, had been designed
in 450 sc by the Greek architect, Libon. Although the fampﬂ:
was a wonder in itself, the Greeks felt it naedeg

The Greek sculptor, Phidias, perhaps the finest sculptor in the
ancient world, was asked to make the statue. The sf:hm was
created over a period of eight years and was completed in
430 ec. It was made of ivory and gold molded over a wooden
framework. It showed Zeus sitfing on a throne with a symbol
of Nike (vi ) in his right ha nnduscep’rercmwnedby
a massive eagle in the left hand.

more.

The temple flourished until the 4* century . Fires, floods and
earthquakes eventually destroyed the temple around 426 xo.

T

4. The Statue of Zeus was
the fourth oldest Wonder
of the World. It was built
in Olympia by the famous
sculptor Pheidias to adorn
the Sancluary of Zeus,
where the Olympic games
were held each year.



Temple of Artemis

The temple of Artemis was built in Ephesus (modern day Selcuk,

Turkz)é} in the year 550 ec. It was dedicated to Artemis, the Greek

s. Croesus, the King of ancient Lydia sponsored this
temple. The temple was made entirely of marble. It contained
a statue of Artemis, shown standing with her arms outstretched.
The statue was made with such precious materials as gold,
silver and ebony.

The original temple was burned down in 356 sc by a madman
named Herostratus. It was rebuilt by Alexander the Great
but destroyed by the Goths in 262 so. The temple was rebuilt but
destroyed again by the Christians, never fo be restored again.

On the same night

when the original

temple waos burned

down to ruins,

Alexander the Great
W wos born.
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Mausoleum of Halicarnassus

The Mausoleum of Halicarnassus was the fomb of
Mausolus, King of Caria, a kingdom in the Persian
Empire. Mausolus was married to his sister, Artemisia,
something that was very common for royalty in that era.
In 353 &, when Muusc:-rus died, Artemisia decided to
build him the most magnificent tomb. She sent a word

| to Greece that she would pay any price to have the best

~ architects work on the tomb. Eventually, four of the best
architects of the fime, Scopas, Bryaxis, Leochartes and
Timotheus worked on this structure.

The tomb was built on @ 60-foot high stepped podium.

# % The roof was held up by 36 marbled columns. The roof
itself was a 24-step pyramid. On top of the pyramid
was a four-horse marble chariot that had statues of
Mausolus and Arfemisia standing side by side on it.

The whole structure stood over 140 feet tall with
Lo the chariot alone standing 20 feet high.
g The building and the stairway ot

the entrance was guarded by

massive stone lions.

The mausoleum was partially destroyed by
an earthquake in the 13% century and by
1522, the crusaders had completely taken
apart of whatever remained.
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The mausoleum was worked
on by four architects all of
whom were Greeks,



Colossus of Rhodes

Historians think that it took about
12 years to build the Colossus, a 110-foot
hig!:i?uhm of the Sun Geod Helios.

When Alexander the Great died in
323 &, fighting broke out between his
generals. During the fighting, island of Rhodes
had sided with Ptolemy of Egypt. This angered
Antigonus, one of Alexander’s generals. In
305 &c he had his son Demetrius Poliorcetes,
to invade Rhodes with an army of 40,000;
however, the city was well defended. In
304 sc a relief force of ships sent by Ptolemy
arrived, and Demetrius’s army abandoned the
siege, leaving most of their siege equipment.
To celebrate their victory, the Rhodians sold
the equipment left behind and decided to use
the money to build a colossal statue of their
patron god, Helios.

Construction was left to the direction of
Chares, a native of Lindos in Rhodes. Chares
started out and the result was a giant iron and
bronze statue that stood on a 50-foot high

pedestal. Inside were stone columns that held
the statue upright.

The statue stood proudly at the entrance

to Rhodes harbour for 56 years till an
earthquake shattered it to pieces.

This Ancient Wonder inspired )
French sculptor, Auguste
Bratheldi, to make his famous
work, the Stotue of Liberty.

By



The Pharos of Alexandria

The Lighthouse of Alexandria (or The Pharos
of Alexandria) was a tower built in the 3
century sc (between 285 and 247 &c) on the
island of Pharos in Alexandria, Egypt

to serve as the port’s lighthouse.

The lighthouse was the idea of Polemy ’
Soter who took over command of Egypt ' :
after the death of Alexander the Great. He T

realised that sailing conditions in the region
were dangerous . Hence he ordered the
construction of the lighthouse in 290 &c.

The project was so daunting that it was only
completed after his death by his son Ptolemy
Philadelphus. The main architect of the tower
was a man named Sostratus.

The lighthouse was a huge building that had
three parts, each built right on top of the other.
The lowest part was square and stood 183.4 feet
high. The middle part was octagonal in shape
and measured 90 feet in height. The highest
part was a 24-foot high tmll:udricul tower. Inside
the tower was a cylir:ﬁar carried fuel to

light the fire at the top at night. In the daytime,

a mirror reflected sunlight and served as

the beacon.

Earthquakes eventually destroyed the
structure. What was not destroyed by
the earthquakes was used by Sultan
Qaitbay in 1480 to build a fort on

the same spot.

The "Pharos of Alexandria®, ’
was the first lighthouse in

the world. It lasted for over
1500 years in the harbour
of Alexandria.
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Colosseum

Gladiatorial gomes were one of the most popular
pastimes in ancient Rome. The popularity of the
games inspired Roman Emperor Vespasian to build
a grand amphitheatre, known as the Colosseum.
Construction started sometime between 70 and

72 a0 and was completed sometime in 80 4o.

The open air theatre could seat 50,000 people and
was known officially as the Flavium Amphitheatre.
The oval shaped theatre had four floors. The arena
was made of wood and covered with sand.

There were changing rooms and animal pens

below the floor.

The colosseum remained in use for nearly

500 years. The last recorded games being held as
late as the &% century, well after the demise of the
Roman empire. Over the centuries the Colosseum

was damaged by earthquakes and stripped for
building materials.
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Catacombs of Kom el Shoqafa

The catacombs of Kom el Shoqata are a 2000-year

old underground burial site carved out of rock. They

are located in Alexandria, the capital city of ancient

Egypt. The catacombs were created in the early

Zgrfenh:ry sofor a wealthy Egyptian family who

E:cﬁsad ancient Egyriian re?i)gi’an. Later, the place
ame a mass burial site.

A circular staircase leads below the ground to a
rotunda. To the left of the rotunda was a funeral
banquet hall where friends and relatives of the dead
held feasts in the person’s memory. The catacombs
were decorated with a mix of Grecian, Roman

and Egyptian artworks. The tomb chamber was
decorated with sculptures of the Egyptian gods
Horus, Thoth and Anubis.




Great Wall of China

The Great Wall of China is a series of walls,
signal fowers and passes in Northern China.
It was built, rebuilt and expanded by different
Chinese dynasties, including the Qin, Han
and Ming. Known as the world's largest man-
made structure, the Great Wall of China
spans mountains and deserts. It took over
2,000 years to construct the wall.

The Wall was originally constructed in the
5" century fo profect the Chinese Empire’s
northern border from nomadic tribes and
other invaders. It was also used to house
soldiers and supplies. Millions of people,
many of them forced labourers, worked on

the Great Wall over the centuries. Countless
workers lost their lives in the process and their
remains were buried in the wall.




as ‘Hogio Sophia’ in

Latin and Ayasofya” or
Aya Sofyo’ in Turkish.

Greek, ‘Saint Sophia’in. .

Hagia Sofia

The Hagia Sofia in Istanbul, Turkey is considered one of the
world’s most beautiful buildings and the finest example of
Byzanfine architecture. The original cathedral was built by the
Roman emperor Constantius, son of Constantine | who founded
the city of Istanbul, then called Constantinople. This first church
was destroyed by a rioting mob in 404 ao. Emperor Theodosius |l
then rebuilt the cathedral, but it was burned down during the
Nika revolt of 532 4o. The present building was built between
532-537 a0 by the emperor Justinian.

The cathedral’s most outstanding feature is its dome. Forty
windows formed the base of the dome giving the impression that
it floats in air. It was the largest cathedral in the wnrﬁ):i for nearly
a thousand years. In 1204, the Hagia Sofia was plundered by the
Crusaders; however, it continued fo serve as a church until 1453,

- when Constantinople fell to the Ottoman Turks.

Sultan Mehmet then converted Hagia Sofia into a mosque.
The building served as a mosque until 1935, Later, the first
Turkish President transformed the building info a museum.
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CN Tower

It all started with bad TV signdls. In the
1960s the tall skyscrapers of Toronto,
Canada interfered with the transmission.
It was then that the Canadian National

Railway Compan prarosed a transmission
tower that would Le taller than the

skyscrapers. The result was the world's
tallest freestanding siructure—the CN tower.

The tower soars 1,815-feet above the

sidewalks of Toronto, three fimes the height
of its better-known cousin, the Seattle Space
Needle. The CN Tower weighs as much as
23,214 large elephants. The tower was
erected at an amazing rate of 18-feet per
day. As the tower rose up rapidly, aircraft-
type bombsights kept the tower straight.

The tower has a SkyPod, the world's highest
man-made observation deck at 1467 feet.
Another outstanding feature of the tower

is the 340 Restaurant that rotates every

72 minutes to give a complete view of

the city below.




Empire State building

The Empire State Building is the

best known skyscraper in the world.
Measuring 1,250-feet high, the Empire
State Building ranked as the tallest
building in the world for more than

40 years.

The building’s most astonishing feat
however, was the speed in which it
rose into the New York City skyline.
The construction was completed in
only a year and 45 days.

The building was so well engineered
that it was easily repaired in 1945
after a B-25 twin-engine bomber plane
crashed into it in the dense fog. The
project revolutionised the tall building
construction industry. Even though
other buildings have taken the mantle
of the tallest building of the world,

the Empire State Building remains
the standard against which all other
skyscrapers have been judged for
the last 65 years.




Golden Gate Bridge

The Golden Gate Bridge is
commonly known as the “bridge that
couldn’t be built.” That's because
before its completion in 1937, the
bridge was considered impossible H
to build. The reasons given were ‘
the persistently foggy weather, .
96-kilometres-per-hour winds,

and strong ocean currents, which

whipped through a deep canyon {
below. Despite these untorgiving

natural elements, engineer Joseph |
Strauss was confident that his design
could withstand both the forces

of nature and the test of time.

The bridge was constructed in a
little more than four years. The

total length of the bridge spans

1.9 kilometres.

Hanging from two 746-foot-high
towers, the bridge is suspended by
two massive main cables that contain
12,8747 kilometres of wire and
measure one yard in diameter. In
fact, the Golden Gate Bridge cables
contain enough wire to encircle

the Earth three times. The bridge
combines engineering strength and
beauty. It survived the 1989 Loma
Prieta earthquake suffering no
damage, and in 66 years the bridge
has only been shut briefly.




Itaipu Dam

The biggest challenge that faced the engineers

of the Itaipu dam was changing the course of
the world’s seventh largest river. The workers
spent three years digging a diversion channel
for Brazil's Parana river. removed nearly
50 million fonnes of mud and created a

2 kilometre long channel. Finally they were
able to start work on the dam.

The Itaipu Dam spans the Parana River at the
Brazil/Paraguay border. The dam is eight
kilometres wide and a total of 12.8 million
cubic metres of concrete was used fo create
the dam; that's enough concrete to make five
Hoover dams, one of the largest dams in the
United States. The main dam, as high as a
65-storey building, is composed of hollow
concrefe segments; while the flanking wings
are earth and rock fill. ltaipu supplies

28 percent of all the electric energy in Brazil's
south, southeast and central-west regions,
and 72 percent of Paraguay’s total

energy consumption.




Nﬂheﬂn‘ndshurlh Sea Protection Works

The North Sea Protection Works is a unique system of dams,
floodgates, storm surge barriers and other engineering works.
The country of Netherlands sits below the sea level and its land
Lnass is sfil ﬁng_ngﬁ?;jmiﬁ,hﬁamle'of %W@gﬁﬁ

repeated to pus e sea. The Protfection
Wn;erks is d msulli::-f those eﬁogﬁu

It consists of two monumental steps that the Dutch took to win their
struggle to hold back the sea. The first step was the construction of
a 30%]nm&ire-|ong enclosure dam. This monstrous dike held back
the water at the neck of the estuary once known as Zuiderzee. The
Delta project was the second step. It controlled the treacherous area
where the Meuse and Rhine Rivers break into a delta.

The Eastern Schelde Barrier gave the final touch. This was
3-kilometres barrier of tall gates slung between massive concrefe
piers, which fall only when storm-waters threaten. The North Sea
Protection Works exemplifies the ability of humanity to exist side-
by-side with the forces of nature.



Panama Canal

King Charles was the first to
propose a canal through the
Isthmus of Panama bucE in the
16" century. However, over three
centuries passed by before the
construction could begin. The
French first began construction
on the canal, but gave up after
20 years.

Eventually in 1903, the United
States undertook the task of
building the canal. The project
was led by U.S. Col. George
Washington Goethals. 42,000
workers laboured fo create the
path stretching from Colon to
Balboa. They moved enough earth
and rubble to open a 16-foot-wide
tunnel to the centre of the Earth.
The canal was finished on fime

and within the budget.

Since opening, the canal has
been enormously successful, and
continues fo be a key factor in
international maritime frade. The
canal can accommodate vessels
from small private yachts up to

large commercial vessels. l



Even thnugh the man-mat

boggling, nothing can beat the power Pihat the nature w’l ids.
The forces of nature worked for millions of years, working at
the earth to create some of the most amazing sights. Canyons,
lightstorms, waterfalls— they are all part of the list of some of
the most awesome spectacles of nature.







The Northern Lights

The Northern Lights are a spectacular
display of lights over the Northern
Hemisphere of the Earth. In 1619, an
astronomer named Galileo named the
glow in the sky “Aurora” after the Roman
E)odde:ss of the dawn. The scientific name

r this display is aurora boredlis.

Most auroras are green and white. They
sweep across the sky from horizon fo
horizon, moving, bending and swirling
in all directions. Then like a swing, the
lights seem fo swoop down and go right
back up to the sky. Sometimes, alter Iﬂis
spectacular display, the coloured bands
fold and become a ball of light, dancing
in the sky. Legends associate this with
spirits playing soccer with a walrus skull.




Victoria Falls

Victoria Falls is considered to be the world's largest curtain

of water. It lies on the Zambezi River, which forms the border
between Zambia and Zimbabwe in Africa. The nafive people call
it “mosi-oa-tunya” which means “smoke that thunders.”

Victoria Falls was discovered by the Scoftish explorer David
Livingstone on November 16, 1855. He named the falls
Victoria in honour of Queen Victoria.

Victoria Falls is one of the truly majestic sights in the world. At
the point, the falls are 5,545 feet across. The falls are
50 big, that you could probably see it from 40 to 40 kilometres
away. The rising spray is visible from 11 kilometres away!




The Grand Canyon

In September 1540, the Spanish explorer Captain Garcia
Lopez de Cardenas arrived in Arizona, USA fo look for
the fabled treasure of the Seven cities of Cibola. He didn't
find the treasure, but did discover one of the seven natural
wonders of the world: the Grand Canyon.

A canyon is a deep valley with steep cliffs on both sides.
It is formed when a river cuts through the land over

centuries. The Grand Canyon was formed by the Colorado }:Eig'ﬁ“:f;"mri‘r et

River. Scientists say that it ook the river six million years fo Calorado, It is o notionel park

carve the Vﬂ“E’}". which has become o national
landmark that lures people

Today, one of the maijor attractions here is a skywalk that is b Lo Ll i

situated 4,000 feet above the floor of the canyon and allows -
a spectacular view of the floor of the Grand Canyon. ol




Harbour at Rio de Janeiro

4 The Harbour of
Rio de Janeiro
On the east coast of Brazil, the city of Rio de Janeiro hugs the steep hillsides :"”““';:::1 l:"he
that meet the magnificent Guanabara Bay and the Atlantic Ocean. Portuguese Aol Oars

explorers first discovered this sheltered bay in 1502.

Thinking they had reached the mouth of some immense river, the navigators
called the bay “Rio de Janeiro” — River of January - in honour of the month
they arrived. The locals called this bay Guanabara, meaning arm of the sea.

The bay is about 31 kilometres long and at its widest point measures
28 kilometres. The entrance fo the an is 1.6 kilometres wide.

Numerous islands dot Guanabara Bay, most of them with fortifications, naval
storehouses and dry docks. The size of the bay and the massive mountains

' standing make for a very impressive sight. No wonder it is considered as one
' of the natural wonders of the world.



Paricutin

On February 20, 1943, Dionisio Pulido, a farmer from
. Michoacan in Mexico felt the earth tremble under his feet. He
& watched in horror as a 150-foot long crack opened up in
the earth and started to emit smoke. Within 24 hours there
was a 164-foot high hill throwing up fiery rocks. It was
the birth of the volcano known as Paricutin.

Within a year, the volcano’s cinder cone reached
1,100 feet. Within two years, its slow-moving
lava Aows buried most of the town of Paricutin

and partially buried its neighbour, San

Juan Parangricutiro.

By the time the eruption ended in a blaze of violent
activity in 1952, Paricutin’s cinder cone added
another 290 feet.

Miraculously, no one died from the lava and the
ash, although three people did die from lightning

associated with the eruption.

‘ The cycle of birth and
death of Paricutin lasted
a tofal of nine years,
between 1943 and 1952,

-
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The miracles of nature are not only visible on land but also

in the watery depths of the seas and oceans. The Seven

Underwater Wonders of the World was a list drawn upby
International, an American non-profit group for divers, d
to ocean preservation and research. These wnndm IH

The Great Barrier Reef

The Great Barrier Reef is the larges

coral reef system in the world. It is

world’s biggest single structure made by
living organisms and can be seen even
from outer space. Composed of over 2,900
individual reefs and 900 islands, the reef
stretches for 2,600 kilometres and is spread
over an area of approximately 344

square kilometres. The reef is located in the
Coral Seq, off the coast of Queeusland in
northeast Australia.



This reef structure is built by
billions of tiny organisms,
known as coral polyps, and
supports a wide diversity of
life. More than 1,500 species
of fish live on the reef. Apart
from the fish there are 215
species of birds, and numerous
other sea creatures that depend

Owing to its immense
environmental value, the
Australian Government has
designated the reef as a
Marine Park. In 1981, the
Great Barrier Reef was selected

as a World Heritage Site.

L 3
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The Belize Barrier Reef

Charles Darwin described the Belize

Barrier Reef as “the most remarkable

reef in the West Indies” in 1842, At

300 kilometres, the Belize Barrier Reef

is the second largest barrier reef in the

world, after the Great Barrier Reef in

Australia. It rises from the seafloor off the

coast of Belize in South America. A diver’s
radise, it is known for Fuscinuhﬁcoral

F:Tnuiions; myriad fish and invertebrates,

and exceptional water clarity.

On the ocean side of this 257-kilometres-
long reef is a popular tourist destination
known as Lighthouse Reef. Here, crystal-
clear waters fill the famous Blue Hole, a
crater more than 1,000 feet across and
just over 400 feet deep. The crater is filled
with stalactites formed during the lce Age.




e |

eco systems, it is home ta

Hydrothermal vent

A hydrothermal vent is a volcano that
erupts on the ocean floor. Hydrothermal
vents are commonly found near
volcanically active places, areas where
fectonic plates are moving apart, acean
basins, and hotspots. They are often
characterised by plumes of smokes that
rise up from the volcanoes, earning them
the name of ‘Black Smokers.” The first
hydrothermal vent was discovered in
1977, when marine scientists Richard
Lutz and Peter Rona set off in the deep
sea submersible.

The residents of the vent community are
the most fascinating creatures because
they live in @ world without sunlight.

Several of these vents have been found
and explored in both the Pacific and the

Atlantic ocean.



————

The Baikal is the deepest
W lake in the world.

Lake Baikal

There are several reasons why Russia’s Lake
Baikal is on the list of seven underwater
wonders, It is 25 million years old and thus the
oldest lake on Earth. It is also the deepest lake.
Moreover, according to marine scientist Andy
Rechnitzer, Baikal is more biologically diverse
than other lakes because oxygen-rich water
circulates from its surface to its deepest depths.
This is most likely because of geothermal vents.

Baikal holds more water than all of North
America’s five Great Lakes combined. Its
aquatic life comprises more than 1,500 animal
species and 1,000 plant species, two-thirds

of which cannot be found anywhere else

on Earth.

Baikal was declared a UNESCO World
Heritage Sife in 1996



Palau is considered a diver's paradise. The warm waters
of Palau, a small archipelago in the Pacific Ocean, hold
perhaps the richest and most biologically diverse coral
reefs on the planet. Marine biologists have recorded
700 species of coral and 1,500 species of fish.

Palau’s coral reefs began to grow millions of years

ago when coral pt:}l:'l)?;;-:gs':J colonised submerged volcanic
mountains. They built hard, external skeletons around
their soft bodies, and when they died, ofher corals built
skeletons on top of them. The Earth's geological forces
eventually raised the coral topped mountains above
the sea, and all the exposed corals died. New colonies
continued to develop on the undersea slopes.

Today Palau’s main attractions are 80 marine lakes.
Jellyfish lake, with its extraordinary jellyfish population,
is the most visited. The scene here is something like the
jellyfish forest in the film Finding Nemo.
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Galapagos Islands

The Galapagos Islands are situated in the Pacific
Ocean, over 900 kilometres from the west coast of
Ecuador. When the young naturalist Charles Darwin
first came to the Galapagos in 1835, he noticed
that animals of the same species looked different on
different islands. Based on this research, years later,
he developed the revolutionary theory of evolution.

Today the island continues to be home to several rare
species of birds and animals. The islands are best
known for their most famous resident, the Galapagos
tortoise. The most unlikely resident of these islands are
the Galapagos Penguins. Only here and along the
Pacific coast of South America, Penguins live near

the Equator.







Facts At A Glance

* There are over 2,300,000 precisely cut blocks of stone in the Great Pyramid.

* The Roman emperor, Caligula, grew so jealous of the power of the statue of Zeus
that he ordered fo move it to Rome. Accordinlﬁ to legend, when the workers tried to
move the statue, the scaffolding collapsed with a loud laughing noise.

. Tte og::ign for the Statue of Liberty in New York was inspired by the Colossus of
R "

* Even though it was designed as a church, the Hagia Sofia served as Istanbul’s
main mosque for over 500 years.

o The Channel Tunnel has over 482 kilometres of cold water piping running along
the tracks to drain off the heat generated by friction.

* Since its construction over 66 years ago, the Golden Gate Bridge has only been
shut three times to traffic and the longest time it was shut was 3 hours and 27
minutes. The bridge has approximately 1,200,000 rivets.

* The ltaipu Dam generates enough electricity to provide 72 percent of Paraguay’s
energy needs.

» When work began on the Panama canal, workers moved enough earth and rubble
to bury the island of Manhattan to a depth of 12-feet, or enough fo open a 16-
foot-wide tunnel to the centre of the Earth.

¢ Work on the Panama Canal was first begun in 1880 by the French but the project
was abandoned after over 21,900 workers died.

= Earth is not the only planet with auroras. Saturn, Jupiter, and Uranus also have
colourful auroras.

* The Great Barrier Reef is the world's biggest single structure made by living
organisms. It is so big that it can be seen from outer space.






Glossary

Alexander the Great: great Greek king
Barrier reef: long coral reef parallel and close to the shore ’
canal: narrow and long strip of water used for irrigation purposes or by boats

canyon: ravine formed by a river in a region with little rainfall
dam: barrier constructed to hold water
David Livingstone: great Scottish explorer

gladiator: Roman prisoners of ancient times who used to engage in mortal combat in
order to entertain the public

Merlin: legendary sorcerer

pyramid: massive triangular monument used by ancient Egyptians as tombs for their '

emperors a

storm surge: unusual rise in sea levels due to high winds - E
H

tower: very tall structure
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There are man-made and natural structures
in this world that stand out from the rest.
This book covers seven different categories
of such structures (seven in each category).
The informative pictures complement the
simple yet interesting text.
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