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Moreover, being in the country gives one a wonderful
chance to study nature. So many more plants, animals,
birds and insects can be seen than is normal in and around
one’s home! We can feast our eyes on stately banyan trees,
rustling bamboo clumps, wild lantana bushes laden with
orange or mauve blossoms. In spring we see palas (Flame
of the Forest) trees with their bright orange-red flowers,
while in summer mango trees make the air sweet with the
fragrance of their blossoms and fruit.

We see hares scuttling in the scrub, squirrels scurrying
fussily from tree to tree, or playfully chasing one another,
Monkeys chatter and frisk, and their young ones shriek
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into starch, and stored for future use in the leaves, roots,
etc. just as we store extra food in cupboards. This stored
food is what men and animals ‘rob’ from plants to feed
themselves on.

S0 a world without plants would be a dead world, because
all creatures that feed on plants would be the first to starve
to death. As a result, those creatures which feed on the
plant-caters would then die out. Let us take an example.
Certain animals like wild cats, civets and mongooses feed
on birds. Birds feed on caterpillars and insects. Caterpillars
and insects feed on plants. You see then how animals,
birds, insects and plants form a chain of life, This chain
would snap if any of its links broke down.

Not only that, but a world without plants would very
soon have no pure air for creatures to breathe. For plants
give out the life-giving gas oxygen, and at the same time
soak up the deadly carbon dioxide, which is breathed out
by all other living creatures, ;




Unfortunately, civilised man is going on adding more and
more carbon dioxide (along with other harmful gases) to
the air through car exhausts, factory chimneys, etc. As the
human population and the number of cars and factories
keep growing, the air also gets more and more polluted.
That is why we hear about ‘pollution’ so often these days.
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There is a common misbelief that porcupines use their
quills like arrows, ‘shooting’ them at enemies. Actually
they do not, and cannot do that. What they do is to erect
their quills and run backwards, to dig the quills deep into
their enemies. If you have read Jim Corbett’s books, you
must know that even tigers are sometimes maimed by
porcupine quills stuck deep into their bodies. As a result,
tigers are often forced to become man-eaters. For man
is so much easier to hunt than wild animals.

Something that makes us very angry is called in
English ‘a red rag to a bull’.. But bulls cannot see red or
any colour, as they are colour-blind! To most animals the
world is black and white, with grev shades in between.































































































































