8th February 1998

BOOKS

I{ARBINGERS OF FREEDOM

An'md Gupta

The inauguration of the 13th World Book Fair
was held at the Hamsadhwani Open Air Theatre
of Pragati Maidan , at 11 A. M. It started with an
invocation by the artists of the Gandharva
Mahavidyalya. Dr. Varsha Das, Chief Editor-Joint
Director of the National Book Trust, welcomed the

eminent French philosopher Prof. Michel Serres,

and the Padma Bhushan celebrity Indian philoso-
pher Prof. D P Chattopadhyay and luminaries

clude important book releases, meetings with
eminent authors and Jnanpith awardees along
with recitations by women poets from all over
Asia. The WBF has been organised against heavy
odds and there were bound to be a few lapses
Sri Gupta welcomed criticism and voices of dis-
sent, as this would provide the NBT with new
insight and added strength to shoulder its respon-

sibility.

from the publishing world Sri Durgadas Gupta,
Director NBT, Dr. S Nadig, Chairman NBT, Sri
Sukumar Das, Sri Sukhpal Gupta, Sri Vishwanath,
Sri S K Bhatia and Sri H L Gupta.

Sri Durgadas Gupta, welcomed the audience
on this sacred day of Ekadashi - the 11th day of
Vasant. He informed that the WBF would hold
several important literary events, which will in-

Prof. Michel Serres - eminent French philosopher
started by sharing the secrets of the French lan-

guage and its culture. These secrets are to be found
in fables - tales of the clever fox , the hungry bear
and other animals. The stories of the 17th century
French writer La Fontaine have been eternal les-
sons for French children. The little known travel-
ling philosopher Bermei, introduced the Indian











































