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EDITOR'SNOTE

2 MINDFIELSS BEUE b 2010

hlatt Riclhey, author of the bestseller 'Crenome . says that not only are natuwre and
svetire fol muiealiy esclusive, but that RErEs e ||-:"-|._r||'.|'n:. 1 bake their coe from
norture. Featured in this issue s the Natuwre versus nortore’ debate- oo of the

et heated themaes ofdehate in academia

Minddfields continmes to eaplone the fibee of our bives - envirenment and

e wopal ]I A tualivy anel secularty, estertabnment anil education
Carrying on our kove affair with people of hyphenated job desariptions, we profile
8-year-obd pathologest-playwright-social activiss Bhanu Shankar Mehta and
armthologist-polyghot-saence teacher Ginsh Ananth, Also featured 15 2
comversation with Anjall Wison, author of 2 new handbook that addresses
young [ndian girls questions about body image, reproductive healthy,
|-.'|.|.Iu'-|'|\||.|'l\.w:-.||.|| abnse, sabery and resgsomsabilivy. 11 s 2 ook that so sehool o
parentin today’s world cught to shy from bringing into a tweenager,/teenager’s
bsooksheld

Amruta Patil Luke Hapkip
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Mindfields aims at making the realm of leamn-
ing accessible to everyone. Every quarter, we
bring you ideas and original writing from

the world over, in a format that is as com-
pelling as it is colourful and easy to
understand.

For just Rs 200, you can get a

1 year subscription and become a
supporter of Mindfields. If you like what
you read, why not gift a subscription to a
friend?
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XSEED
is helping over

300 schools

teach better.

What about your school?

Clear concepts, fluent English and better results-
XSEED gives your students a big advantage in
today's world.

Developed by education experts from Harvard,
Cambridge, lIMs and lITs, X5EED helps students by
making them experience the concepts.

So give us a call to know how your school can
benefit from XSEED.

Tamil Nado- Hari Shree 'I-'H}IHMp Chennal, Mahatma Grou
Pradesh: Hyderabad Public School, Academy
Hﬁt mmmmummmwmmwmm

Bhawan, Erade, Andhra
mmnm
Hiketan, Ahmedabad. The

Imﬁiﬂﬁhlﬂmm Lmﬁmﬂ di
o Chr “ﬁ:m.

The XSEED advantage:
& Upto 40% improvement in students’ results
@ Owver 4,000 experiential lesson plans

® Comperhensive teacher and leader training

@ Specially designed student workbooks and content
books

2 Year long academic support for the school

Aad L.I dra Saraswatl, Colmbato B‘hﬂ!ﬂ'll

international, Indore. Bal Bhawan, Bhapal. New Delhi & UP-

| School, Hisar. Maxfort School, New Delhi. Titiksha Public
Uttarakhand- The 13

New Schoal, . Welham Bays:
School, Mndun.lluthhﬂ- Academy, Karnataka- The ¥ ya School. Ba | Schoal,
Kannur. Ace Public » Manjs n- SMS

M-iﬂmhﬂmidmlﬁr lwlh-ﬂilmup
Jaipur. MGD Glrls' Ml;l,plllpﬂ.

iumm-_:_;m Iﬂ'_lm +91 SBEDABST1D
+91 9948438046

& Chhattisgarh- NH Goel,
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have a mmdﬁelds story to share]

Do you know a person whose work in the realm of education mierits celebration?

Do you know a school that fosters individual thinking, that is unafraid of taking the less
beaten path!

Do you know a teacher whose work and spirit make for sparkling classroam interactions?
Are you a creative mdmdual — scientist, histonan, artist, poet, musician, writer - who knows
how to cut through the jargon and talk about your work to lay people!

Do you have an anecdote about an insightful, heartwarming interaction with a stsdent
or child?

If the answer to any of these questions is 'ves' — do write to us at editoriimindfislds in

We will be happy to have your suggestions and contributions translate
into interviews, features, comic strips in our future issuss,

Contributors will receive a honarariurm and a free yearlong subscription to mindfields.
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Nurfure
Turns on

MATURE ANMD NURTURE ARE NOT MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE AND GENES ARE DESIGNED TO TAKE THEIR
CUE FROM MURTURE. ALL BEHAVIOR ISTHE PRODUCT OF AN INEXTRICABLE INTERACTION BETWEEN
HEREDITY AND ENVIRONMENT DURING DEVELOPMENT

Teat Luke Haokip
Musiratinss: Lmiita Pail

Nature

AruTe versus nurture is one of academia’s
most hatly debated ropics. According to
Mar Ridley, author of the best selling
“Wamure via Mormere,” both nature and
nurture are important, in fact they complement each
other, Without nature there is no basis or raw marerial
for purtwre to work and nurture cannot ke place
without the umderlying genes thar cnable i To
simplify i, ‘mature’ here concerns an individual’s innare
qualities {read genes) and ‘nurture’ the personal leaming
EXPFIENCes l|'|r|||.|.;_.ﬂ| thve lenrming eovirmmment
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Uhne view 15 that learning plavs ondy
a supportive role in the development
of the child - that it is mainhy a
I':":.ll.'l."ﬂ'h |||.111:|.I||r:|_l1||1'| ir j_rhl'l':l'lll.rh_rh IIE"
The othes view = that learning
determines the entire course of o
child's future,

[t srarred off by with the
consicderation that mature was
ultimate, Thiswas when Darwinizm
came into its tore inothe UK in the
lape 1800s, Then in the 1960k, views
tewwsands a ‘rabsala easa’ or 2 blank
slate were IJ-L'.II:'IJ_'. tavoured - tha
envirommentil factors swch as
education, EXPCOCnCe of nulrition,
shuped 1 person's intellipence wnd
chitracter,

.'I||I'I.'h.:-II.|iI1:._-|' to Steven Pinker,
Jshnstone Fu.r||||:|.' Prafessor in the
department of pevehaolapy at
Harvard 1.':‘:i.1.-'c|.‘~i|:|'. ':|-.|.ri||_u mach of
the twentieth CEOTLFY, i COmmon
puosition in this debae was o deny
that human nature exdsred arall,”

He feeks that purt of the blank skare
appeal camie from thie realization
thar LT differemces betwern
crhnic grougs angd different elasses of
prople thar were eaclier attribited to
Nk [E‘l'llj'".'.l'ill.'l'ltl-'l.[.‘- iIJ'lIJ. talents
disappeared when pengple
immigrated to another land and
culture or became more socially
msalule,

Thee zeitgeist bvours o balunce
Berween matire and nuroere, Bath
genetics and enviroTment ape
considered E'ﬂl.ﬁ}' I pROETn T roles
the development of a child. This
avcording to Ridley is the
miteractionist no lonmer are we
concetiied abont nature versis
gL, hiz s convineed it s naoine
via nurivre, Fle pesints ouf that just
az genes can infuence human
behaviour, human behaviour eéan in
turn inflience genes, and this
discovery has recast the debate
entirely townrds an understanding

W MERGFIELDG o

that griven the right envirenment,
tiabure can mow b nurmared.; that
HENIES LPe 4||.:hiJ_r||'|-::||. ti Fakee their cues
fromm nurtwre. The cormmon
misconcepticn s that genes
determine our behaviowr entirely,
instead our behaviowr can aleer the
EEMES COUrse Lo,

LERMES AT WOHE

l'l'.i-:‘"l.:_'r faYs i thiere were just 3l
gened in ‘EII.I.‘ll T prerimatations, on
und off, i is enough to make every
e in the world unsque. There are
over 10 billion ways you can go i
you switch-on or off cach of these 33
senes — and we are talking abour
ALK premis hare .

The genome, or the complete set of
grnesor genetic material in the
body, is nora blueprint, Rather it is
like a recipe thar can be
manipulated. Genes contral heredity
but it s the environment thar

A COMMON POSITION 08 HATURE AND
MURTURE AMONG CONTEMPORARY
SCIENTISTS

THE ZEITGEIST FAVOURS A BALANCE BETWEEN MATURE AND NUETURE
BOTH GEMETICS AND ENVIRONMENT ARE CONSIDERED TO PLAY
IMPORTANT ROLES IM THE DEVELOPMENT OF A CHILD:

determines their EXPTCEEION. [t 35 oo
wenes that enable ws to bearn and not
because we are genetically
programmed to. Genes allow the
human mmind o “leamn, to remember,
toy armitate, B impring, to absorh
culrure, and to express instinces,”
states Ridley.

Like when Witing & hook ome needs
not invent new words, you could wse
the same words in an existing
lexicon or even the same set of
words used by a particular book. All
vou need to do 1= change the
BECLLTICE of words v menn and say
different things - anl wau fave a
new book. In the sime way genes in
the body, depending on the sequence
they are in, make the crucial
difference in determining how one
person may turm cut ditferens from
the vther

This cha ngnng of Sequence ||..|5:-|||_'|1'\.'
by the switching on or off of
serpuenices of genes, The switching of
genes 16 done by small strerches of
DNA ealled |'rr;|ler|4||:r.'r: There wre
hundreds of these i the hody, They
turm on or off ditferent genes o
caust the production of & particular
protein. But depending on the
":ll.'\'l.ll.l.l.':l:ll.\'_' .|'|'|II 1||'|'||.|'|_rh rh-]_' SAIMNE,
proteing coubd create different kind
of beings, for exumple o hbman
being ora |.']'|i.l1'|'|'l:l|'|..'.L1.'. SMAITIE freThES,
theretore, are infuenced by
promoters and others by o
\'_'I'I"c'ilfilrlllll.:r”.

{Genes are not merely the curmiers of
heredity bur are active during life,
switching each odher on and off,
Ihey respond to the environmen;
they determine how the brain and
the besdy are formed in the womb

H00 AU ¢ MINDFIELDS 0T



“PROFESSORS ARE INCLINED TO ATTRIBUTE THE INTELLIGENCE OF THEIR CHILDREN TO
NATURE, AND THE INTELLIGENCE OF THEIR STUDENTS TO NURTURE.” ROGER MASTERS

bast omee the child is barn they set
ahoat dismantling and rebuilding in
response to the environment. Ridley
points out, “they are both the canse
and consequence of our actions.”

MNature und nurture are not hostile
to gach other. In fact they are
harmonioas collaborators, This
cillabosation of pature and nurmire
alomg with the acton of DIMNA
PrOMOTCrS Can create species s
diverse as veast and the blue whale.
In the same way in human beings
this collaborative effort can ¢reate an
amazing diversity of individuals
racially.

*Lrenies, unlike gu:_l.:-. are eomditional.

r“tl.':l.' dare exaquisitely g wl at sample
if-then bogic: if in a certain

(F MRADIFIELDS FxalE R 010

environment, then they develop in a
certain way, " says Ridlev. He
suspects that science has so far
greatly underestimared the number
of pene sets that ace in this way -
conditioning their output to external
comiditions,

Gienes are the epitome of sensitivity
because of which creanures can be
flexible and be the very servants of
experience. For example it makes
good evolutionary sense for us to be,
instinctively, afraid of snakes; und to
learn how to fear them the hird way
or by experience’ would be
digastrous, Yer there wre eXperiments
with monkeys thar reveal thar they
nust scguire their fear of snabes by
watching other monkeys react with
fear 1o snakes. This is probably how

even humang learn to fear snalkes,
On the other hand it ourns out char
it is very difficult to teach monkeys
o fear Aowers, According to Bidley,
"what we inhent is not u tear of
smitkes but a predisposition o Jearm a
tear of stnkes: a natuse for 1 certain
kind & nurmare,”

MATLIRE ARMD MUETURE AT WIOIRE
TGk TN

Men instinctively look o seek
soccess in the areas of intellect,
wealth or position even if their
primary object is to be successful
with women and they learn this
withim their culture, This is nurtore
reintorcing matere, not opposing it,
Tor this effect Hi:iiu:r says cultuire wall
atten reflect human natuee rarler
thas affect i1, Iy one ':rlul_'r.]r:uuiff.'r

WA WD ELES



| [HE MORE EQUAL WE MAKE SOCIETY, THE HIGHER HERITABILITY WiLL
BE, AND THE MORE GEMES WILL MATTER. IT 15 MNOW KNOWMN THAT
TWINS REARED APART WOLILD TURN OUT MNOT JUST AS SIMILAR, BUT
E’EE MORE SIMILAR THAN TWINS REARED TOGETHER,

Lonnellan gave 102 34-hour-old
Irabies fwo things to look an her
o Face, or o physical-mechanical
mobile of approximately the same
size and .-1'|.£||:t|: as 0 face. The haby
boys slightly preferred to look at the
mhiles the bbby girls preferred the
tace only slightly. Sa it is nurture
lorgrely that will go on o create
preferonces and binses

Aokl Seientist |'!.l:l'"_..{-:.':l' Musters ince
:I'.’l."l:'lnzluh!‘fr siidd, ® Profossors are
inclined wo artribute the intellipence
of their children to nature, and the
intelligence of their stadents o
murtare.” There 45 i bit if truth in
that SAVIng because ome does assume
thit ane's qu.ll]TiCh oot or bad e
inherited by vur children, I we Jook
ur heritablity, it is actually o meagine
af whit s VATVIRE, Tk w:|.3;|r iz
q.‘|l:[|.‘|"|‘1'.i|'||:|5.!_r|.

In i true meritoeracy, where all have
L'|'|‘-I..I] opporrunity amd eowal
training, the bese athletes wall be the
onee with the best genes heritability
of athletic ability will approach
100, In the opposite kind of
sacicty, where only privileged few
get sufficient tood and the chance o
train, |'l;1-'.'§'.j;||:-ul|.|| aned Oppertunicy
will determiine whao wins the races
heritubility will be 2ern,

Paradoxically, therefore, the more
erqqunl we make society, thee higher
heritability will be, and the moee
greqies wall matter. It i now known
that twans reared apart would mrm
out o just as similar, but maybe
more similar than twins res :|_'|\._-E
together. In the same Farmily,
differences mighr biecome
exirerated, Twins who were

W MIRDRELDE A

"-:ll'Fl'.i:I:'.'lTL'l.i 1.'u.r|_1.' i life, have mone
similarities than twins HL"|1:|.r,au:|_| ]
luter age.

The “ervdronment’ 15 not some
infexilibe nnd unreal thing: ir i 4
unicjie set of inHuences actively
chosen lior or by the person hi];::q_']::
1 |:I1."||:'I:!_r| a certain set of penes
predisposes a person to experience 4
certuin environment. The penes are
likely to affect appetite more than
aptitude, They do not malke vou
intelligent; they make vou more
likely to emjoy learning. Because you
enjedy it, you spend more tme doing
it and you grow cleverer, Namure can
.iulf.' act van murture, The environmaent
aces as a mulriplier of small genctic
ditferences, |h.t.-.||i:|1g sporty children
towurds the sports thar rewarnd them,
and pushing bright childsren towards
the books that reward them.,

GEMES MATTER

[0 A

sty inhented, o Wierced by faciors
2l BN VB 1T STeCied

Today nurmtion, education or mental
stmubation s making cach new
generations [C) better than its
parents and theeefore, pocording o
some nutritisnsts the mle of genes
miust be snaller. Bug the analogry of
height proves this is non sequitr
Better nutrition ensurcs each
generation is taller than irs parents,
but nobody would angue that heighe
is therefore less genetic than was
thoughr. In fact, becanse more prople
mowy reach their full pestential stabare,
the ]]L‘r'!l.'“..'.l.'li:li'._l.-' in hesehit is |1rr||'|.|i_"_||1.'
Imcreasing maore now than ever
betore

THE FORMATIVE YEARS

The beliel that nurture is mose
comphiant than nature relies partly
an the ril.“.l.-':l.' that murture is what
|1'.I.P]'.l|.‘|'|.~| after Birth and nature k=
what happens before birth, If the
imfluence of the ervironment i=
partly prenatal, then the
EnvIronment i‘.l:i.:illh to sound o lot
fess ke o malleable force and more
like tate

In 1989, a medicul scientise named
Dravid Barker analysed the life of
more tan 5,600 men bom hetween
1911 and 1930 in six disericts of
Herttordshire in southern England
Those who had weighed the least ar
birth and at one YEil ol went on oo
have the highese death raee From
lachaemic heart disease. The sisk of
death was nearly three times as grear
in the light babies 25 in the |'||:;'|'.'f.'

babiey.

Barker has gone on o confirm the
same result in dazs from other parts
ot the world for heare disease, stroke
and dinbetes. Using the “thrifry
phentosype’ hypothesis, which is 2
resule of this kKind of work, Barker

h a5 r-I:II.HI'aJ Tl ||I.Ei|'|'|rl[|l'|-|'| rli."..-ll I'|.]_-
come ahaur due 1o femine — thara
malnourished babw's body is
imprinted with its preoatal
experience; the body i in 4 way
expecting to live in 2 stawe of food

2010 |550E || MeNOFRELDS (K)




"FRIGHTFUL AND PAINFULLY DISAGREEABLY HUMAN,"
QUEEN VICTORIA SEEMS TO HAVE REMARKED ON
SEEING AN ORANGUTAN IN A Zo0o. (Circa 1843)

o which am we, simiar fo apes or diferent flom opes? According fo the

Dok, both, Aot 40 waars of field imatology hove confimed that

humars ang a unique species, complelely unlike any ather, Thare & no
exact poraliel to the human schems. Bul in the animal Kingdam, there i3
rothing exceptional n being unique. Every specias i uniciue, Arfhropokgist
ke o count the imitless divarsity of tehaviours in human cultures, buf here
ts o Pumon Cullune so sxdieme that § even beging ko comparne 1o The socia
systemn ol efhear fhe chimpanzes or he goedla

LI MIMIFIELDS 1530E A 2

deprivation through our irs life, Trs
whole metabolism is geared 10 being
small, hoarding cabories and avoiding
excessive exercise. When, instead, the
baby finds itself in o time of pleaty, it
compensates by growing fast bur in
such i way @s to pur i strain on irs
heart.

This bizaree second-generation effect
1 hard to explain with the
phentatype hypothesis, though it has
also been observed that locusts ke
several penerations o switch from
the shy, solitary form with a specialist
dier 1o the swarming, gregarious
form with a generalist diet, then go
back to what it was all over ageain, IF
it tukes several generations for
hurmans to switch between theifty
and affluent phenotypes (affiuens
phenatype being the opposite effect
of thrifty phenotype), this may
explain why Finland has nearly four
times the death rate from heart
disease as France, The people of
Finland lived in comparitive poverry
until 50 vears ago, Perhaps it is the
ficst tane generations to expericnce
abundance whe saffer From heart
disease,

Even lingmage does not just develop
according 1o a genetic programme.
Mor s it just absorbed from the
outside world. Instead it is
mprinted. [t is a temporary innate
ability to leamn by experience from
the envirmnment, i matural instince
tor acquiring nuroee. Polarise thar
inoy either nature or nurtine, i voo
can. Biology is the science of
exceptions, not riles,

RCTES O MURTLIRE

Irud':l;h Rich Hirrts wrote o

sensational article in the celebrated
Puychalogival Review - and in 1997,
on the strength of that article alone
wis given one of the top awards in
psychology (the George Miller
Award), The article demaolished
parental determinism in favour of an
alternative that she propounded,

WA WINDETEL IS R



IFYOU EXAMINE A GROLIP OF YOUNG PFEOPLE, YOLI WILL FIND EACH
INDIVIDUAL PLAYING A CONSISTENTLY DIFFERENT ROLE. YOU'LL FIND
AMOMNG THEM A TOUGH, A WIT, & BRAIN, A LEADER, A SCHEMER, A
BEAUTY... THESE ROLES ARE CREATED, OF COURSE, BY NATURE VIA

MURTLIRE.

According 1o Harris the environment
as well as the genome, has great
influence on the personality of a
child - bist mainly through the peer
group. Children are not apprentice
pcults mor do they see themeelves as
such. Ridley commenting on this
matter says, that children are trving
to be good at being children, "which
means fnding a niche within Eronips
af peers — conforming, but also
differentiating themselves;
competing, but also collaboraring.”

Pinker observes, *Thowgh children
are not prewined with cultural skills,
they alse are net indiscriminately
shaped by their environment, One
pspect of human nature direces
children to figure out what i valued
in thiir peer group-the social miliew
in wiich theyv wall evenmully
compete for status and mates-rather
than to suerender to their parents'
artempis 1o shape therm.”

Children ger their linguage and
their accents largely from their
peers, not their parents; most think
it i5 peer pressure that pushes the
vourkg towards conforminy. To
conform is indeed a feature of
human society and in people of all
ages, but there is something else
goinz on beneath the surface. The
conformity is almost superficial
compared to the frantic search for
indlividual differentiation

Hairis i of the same school of
thoughr as anthropologist Sardh
Hrdy who believes that ancestral
human beings rassed their chibdren
in groups in a what i known today
as cooperative breeding, The child's
natural habitat theeefore was nursery

WWRMRIHE DG N

ol childern of all ages which then
ot sell seprerated by sex for much
of the time and according to Ridley,
this 15 where we should ook for owr
cues for the environmental causes of
personality.

“I]-'ﬂl.l examine 1 group of young
precple, vou will And exch individual
playing u consistently different rale
You'll find ameng them a rough, a
wit, a brain, a leader, a schemer, &
|:Il.‘.'|'i|.|.'_l.'...'-|-|'|-:::-;-|.' rabes are created, of
course by narre via nurture.,

Euch of them will soon realice what
she or he is good at compared w
others in the group. She then trains
for that role and not for others, This
is true within familics as well 45 in
schiol classes and street gangs.
Apparently this tendency o
differentiace first cmerges about the
age of eight.

Lhuestrons are raised about whether
the peer culture trickles down from
addults, Whether it originates from
high status individual or groups amd
proliferates down peer nerworks.
There are practical implications of
the new understanding of how
children socialise themsilves, For
example smoking and drinking
AMONE fEens 5@ status svmbol m
peer groups and it is besr addressed
by understanding how these
activities become status symbols
rather than insisting the parents o
talk more o them, Pinker obeerves,
A major determinant of success in
school might be whether clusses
fission into peer groups with different
status criteria, in particular whether
sucoess in schood s treated as
admirable or a5 a sign of selling out,”

Every job interview is in a Wity
whoart penetic discrimination, No
ome goes for qualifications and
experience alone - otherwise, why
hald an interview at all? What is
being looked our for is something
intrinsic in the person, rather than
soamne derpuired talent,

Th-: R ane i'r Tr’."l'l._l_n‘:li k] ||'|ij.l:.|.'
allomwwances for o 4_].:_'|1ri:l.1;'|,'|
h.h‘i;gmund, the mone of o Eenefic
determinist one i, Besides, the other
poamt of the interview is to take ino
consideration personality, and
reculling the lesson of twin studies;
personality is even mose sirongly
herieable in this society than
intelligence. Chne of the first of many
Promethean dilemmas for the new
century is that social policy has o
ih:'-ﬂi'lt o o world in which L*Lﬂ:rl.-bnd:.,-
is tlifferent.

Enstead of o steady progress towards
enlightenment, the 20th cenmury
became o collision of ideas, a
hundred years war berween the
forces of nature and the forces of
nurtire and suceess for nature could
only mean defeir for nurture, and
VICE VErsg,

Bust the more you discover genes
that infuence behavious, the more
vou fired that they work through
nurtire, andd the more you find thar
unimeals learsy, the more you discover
that learning works through genes.
Nature versus Nurrure is dead.
Natvre via Nurture, according o
Radley is what we must look at to
fiuic the inswers. m
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i has beeti an early and

resrless summer, Inomearby

Varunas, the warermark of the
|.|.II'.E'_": in bowe, And Soroarh’s szard
beasitibel Buddbist roing are nod
swarming with touriss and prilerin
e tree-lringed amd spotlessly clean
COILITT .'-I|| (aly I||."\-..|.|||| IESH & |I-'I-'|||'|_l_
champe, Ie b swepd as pan of the
TTNiT |'II.:_L TN =0T W -\.|||.!-_'||_'\- Wil

e resideritial

hivie on campus,
mdents alzo rend a kichen ganden
Py BT dnwem LT -\.“|..il'.|| :'Il.l:l\.I

I||| il W |||_.l|'\._
The school tn Sarnach

Fhe courryard is lined wich praye
Haps — some dnicribed in lalian
SCEINE 1N | I'-'l.ll' EOTNE 11 | ||| |||
Phere b5 a stupain the middle. Then

i5a wiall where 1Ty 0f | AXAT

ta and Jesus sie in peaceable

onckave, Childroen |

BRI R L
Irewiay bt |||: ICTENL TEANTIns s

inter-taich schioo 140MS A ISsTcE inkid

tiliranice, obwviating radicalism

H
Morning begins with a goar kid tha
wanders inro the hearr of the schoo
LT |..||':. (R ¥} ITaj2% |.L ARV TS q.l.\._llﬂ.||
Illl I.'|_|I I '.-:r||-.|.'. I|||I| I &0

sy .
s warmth abo

||ll'\--'||.||'|l-|

place, 3 pulpable lack: of rension

oo, Sirt" children o e corsldog
call out to Valengino = lalian is on
of the toreign longoapges moght in
this school, the only concession oo
the foreggn origlins of the schoal

tomnders

My apprehensions abour mesting a
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Westerner running a school for
underprivileped children In Fural
Lhear Pradesh an uisckly lard oea
et Vilentino Gidcomin is as
Crandhian as chey come. He has fow
muilerlal PossEsRsInns, o Mg e
ammall walk; and deals with il
scoprching heat and absence ol
creamere comfores witl mose
cguarnimity than most af my [rends
in Dellii ever could, | have been
TR TR T l\.! I|1.il :h_‘ .‘||||_'-J|I suilter
.‘l!-\.'-l-\. It is AN -.|n|||||-\. |:'|_|r '|.|-
preppreryy matger-nf-fact facade

concealy prear thoughtbulness, A by

WAL NINITFEES IN

whio looks distracred in class i
imtuitivelv ||i.\j!:.|'|||-\.|_'|,| FL ||.L'i|1l: Faim
with hunger - there was ne food in
his home - and is served upa gquich
Breaktase wachoor fuss or fanfare.
When he speaks. Videnrino dives
plghit into the hearr of the
comversation. 'We do fnor talk oo
his and Luiginas continued srupgl
o fimd funds for the school, the
miernber of fimes thev've dipped inio
personal ressurce, or the dismissive
.II'.iiIII\.l-C' LRl |..'r'\-i|II'|.|| N |1|;,'|:.L';| L |1l.'
"W o needls

white wocinl worker tvpes?™) Th

VIS - 28 AL .'-|.|I||-:r:r||

deraile are gleaned from the passing
LMW EERA TGS Of II:IIl_|l-\._ '||.I.|I| nEieo 1y
only inrerested in talking abour the
hig picrurs

Early years a5:a reacher

Born on 27ch April 1944 0 the Norch
Irafian village of Fero Blanco,

I‘-.I.Il\. INLENEE Wls nine ||!'..n '\-||| ||'|!I_II |'\.||| Il
n i baemeet s Lamaalv 1 was locky o be
bevm piar,” savs Glacomiin aboue his
childhamd, “1k ensures VORI Gen T

'||'\lilI!I ”‘Il'll' Ll I‘l._' EWiii ||.LI'||'|||_‘.¢‘1 1Ers
being pooel, The b is = 'l becami
rich and enjoy myself. The other is - |
ke hiowe thibs Feels, s whien [ liave

money Il use i |||_-_|| others”

frer years of ohserving barches of

hildren come and go through his
class, Valenting and some of his
colleagues cime upon an impoartant
realization, "Every vear, our studenss
seemed oo be more difficule than the
oncs we had in class dhe yeur befare -
more  behavioural  problems,  fess
mmtention spans, Did we noad to change
our sl of [L".L-Ehilll!l;. make the
educarion more child-cenrered?”

They came 1o the concluston that, the
proshlem, bn fuce did oo g in how the
children were pauphc, bt n somiething
decper. " The behaviour of children is,
after oll, only the spmptom ol the
discase. And the discage was  net
scholastic I hature it seemed 0 be

Yalentime credies bis morh

i N GEvYoELT

401¥2na

Cheistian, with having gives the
siblings an unaliakeable moral
cducation. It mve me o wenie ol
sirecrion; of doing what was righe, of

Betimp socially jmvalved

-] E]L' LJ".:'[.'!"{i'l'_:lH [ I:'}l;_' a
LL';-IL'I'IL'F Was n]ﬂ.dt’ C;lr]}"
on. “At the age of
sixteen, | went to
Treviso to Htud}' o
become a teacher

In ||lll"l\. avs, vou could |||_'| ilIl_‘ w1
afeer junior high school whar kind of

career you winied eo follow, and veu

T ERNOE I i-

existential, The food we weee glving
them was not the food they needed
Therr behaviour, thelr lack of atention
- this was an unconsciows response o
the teaching and stimulicion they did
nor need.”

Valenrino recognized some of thae
dissatisfaction in hix own bovhood,
Thowgh his  sclionl EXperience. wal
generally 2 good ene, in reirospect, he
comtld mee thar ke was inissing somie
grounding, some srillness, something
like medintion pracrice. “We were oo
invervieed b dnby- the cognitive aspect

study, soedy, stodv Perhaps che
children in his own elossronm were
LSS the same sense nfgn:u.mdmg_
Valenting wyved with this thowghe,
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unwil, ar the age of thing 3 chance
eICOLtEr Hi 8 |1r|'¢|'.|IL.1|. crstallized his
inmiivion, [ s mian who wak about
to die ~ his breath had become jrregular,
you knew he was about 1o go, [ had 2
sudden sense of how compherely alone
phiar  man’ was st thar moment, [
remember l']'iinﬁ:rng = “What can help 5
muan at this stage?” Oddly, it was the
word vogm' thit eniened his mind, Lip
urll thar time in his life, Yilentino
knew nothing abowt Yega, orfor that
marter, abour Hinduy or Buddhis
philosophy. “When | lefi the hospital,
rhe first magpazine [ et my cyes on fad
un miwiele ino aboui "Yopa forothe
Drving'

He was determined to hnd owt - mure,
and made his way w0 Buddhisc centre
ina nestrhy fowm, “An old teacher dhere
spoke for three day about different
kinds of sulferings and helle” For an

leamed ihe refevane subjecis: Te
reacher rraining studies lasred hve
vears, 'We had podaposy, lieravre for
children, teaching merhods for
primary school, amd deawing
everything that you need, For the las:
IW Vestrs, wie wiere suppased oo tooa

primary schioel and weach.”

Is it & poad wdea for a person whi is
but o eeenager himsell g sarn mraining
0 be o teacher® Doese’r o sicher feed
o be trained to be more than a
recher? Whae of Turther education
the B.5¢, M.5Sc, B.Ed, thar o
asstitnes a gualihed scolence weaclser
gt have! Valentine's responseis

emphatle; “Tio be a good wience

|4 MINDFIELRS | 551K 1| 3000

enguiring  young, mind rbed. in
Western mradivion, whar he heard and
siwe s undentably alien, He codld
barely check his skepricivm, "] camie
fromy & wradition where there’s juse one
hell = this-mlk {shour multiple hells)
made me lagh, |
complaining o someone there shou
the rﬁi.'l:l:lﬂlll ~ "What s this man
talking abour™ A monk came snd said
to e, Jusi ook ot vour mind, There
wias sdden downing of lighn | realieed
thut the old wacher was o tathing
ahour anything in the ourside wodd
They were not tlking about external
hiells — it was on & level of consciousmes.
A osoony as | orealized . that, It owas a
tarning paint. 1 realived that everything

cons ot the mibbd.”

rI:I'I1£I.'I'II.'H.'T

"Mk even a selenti and be will confes
thar we don’t undersmnd miose than 2%
of our wniverse, 98% of the unbverse Iy
unknown, We don't really undersmnd
b the heenzan mind works cither. B
we do know thar evervthing conies
(rom the mdnd. And iF e s tewe char e
mind controls everything — then whar
happens to yoo ik you cone coneral voar
mind? You are lostl You end up being
comteclbed by cxtornal phenomens, by
virur teachers, by a mind vou doonec
event | undensmand!  Whar  can’eou
possibly expect in this situation b
disaster”

teacher, you don't need o know
|".'-:-r'|'||1i-'|:_[ .'|||||'.II SCIENCE - Vil I'.:;l_'ll (AN}
ke how Lo teach! This B extremely
difficele. | chink s besrer o be a ke
yenoraik, bur have the skill of

reaching

It was during: his teachlng career thai
\\..lll'illil'lll TTHCL [ ||i:_'i||.| |_||_ |'i'l.|-.i - il"v:l o4
reacher like limsell, and the dynama
i"\ll.lllil Facs ||J-.I|1|_ '1||'-. P I'r-.-i|_-|_| ||.\,
vwer woikd gooon e o g working
partnership that would conrinue
throuegh the yeurs, scros cononenes
In his aff-shonl hours, Yalenrine
worked as a jowmalise for Morth Eas,
i weekly news magaEine. Later, he

womtlel ke a beiel sabbagical oo wers

This was the springboard
for Valentino’s spiritual
path, as well as his
educational philosophy -
to create an equilibrium
between
spiritual pracrice.

study  and

“Buddhism gave: me @ chance o
understand the concepe of what Hindus
call maya and Budsdhise call shunyae -
empriness. The concept of ‘emptinis
made 3 hope difference 't me b8g
person, anid io me as 3 wacher, 1 wanted
ta bring thii concepr imm the
curriculiim of schoals.”

I mever les poiol o chamer tn ECy- apul
something  Innovarive o ithe clais’
windles Valentbg, But nonesheless, when
he and some ather teachers starred
m..ul.ml:ing ideas in the school in Jealy,
it was, in Valenonos words, ‘very
discreet, not 3 hig revalution’. The aim
wih 1o shake the foundation, pet
chitldren e bavak the habic of knowing
und to rethink evervthing. So we sareed
this uff = a research project inoan
elementary school. | tred w ntegrate
the core idess of Buddhism, the
p.'.:r\ﬂmlug', by by ey b 1.-:':|.|.'|'|inE.
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iRt mkaoe with a cue ef ma it iR o ol e ..

tulltbme in the media (TV news, radii,

s ] ae prine joaemalizm) = bu de
It

£ ru||-| LT ELE R o A

affalr weith |IJ|I| atients wonaled be an

A Fragmenned View

U education svatem i bule on
sepittion, on clsslfcaton. In
primary sclonl, we tell the childeen
Lowike ar the cree, The oree 1s divided
ini phes pases — i, frenk, feaves
Flest act nt separagion, Laves, i middl
swchool, there are further classifications
and labels fow different par, dnd the

et .||-|.|;,'\-|'i.'-|."\.

He conrinies; 'Bagt we sbop and ask -

v Ir el eowe thar the tree e divaded

ML ||'l'l.'.' FL ] 57 Who decided I||.|| rhe

e i divided inmo chree paaris! Is this
objective knowledipe or subjective
I\.I:lll'u'-ll\. !.I:_'_I." 0 weas i| (NS |||.|: LRI .Li_ qYy
in the 17th centusy, some boanis
vk a pesein hand, drew g oree, wrore
a name, wrekde Lhae the tree was
diviched dneo three parts — and the ides
came o cxlstence, And vouo el the
chibdren, this is the rrutlh gu
memoriae i, if vou dont memoriee i,
v il il voure exam, Be tdhis s no
the complae vrath sbout dhe mee -1
i only a concepr, o scholiseic teuth

The real eree s ot "dividad

According o Vilenilno, comventional
kriowlodpe s poison, It s the ||_-!-_
missing in oot fagrmenaed ‘rrach’ than
creites 2 probbern, 11 is noet true thae

the eree 15 divided ot dhree pans

W KDL K

W'har i rrue ds chat we projece whan &
i oner mind, Whar bs true dv thar o
senses ane eatremely imived, "W hen
the teundarion of things ks bragmenred
knewledge, whar can we expect from
the bearners? Right motivacion? Righi

hehavious? Right scviond Mat at alll”

[he pracrice of l'l\.'J..II:llla: ALy ety im i
disconnected way further magnifics
the frigmentarion, " The science
reacher says, IE there is any prolilem
with the kids, it isnT imy priablem, Tm
st thie scstece veacher, | say 1o the
tracher, vou reach a studene how tn
think. 'How o think” is whiere
ermnpgions comie from., From emdatiomns:
rise moTivateon, and motivarien is
where action doties from, You are e
hiesr ring in the cognirive chain? Ancd
vou think youi dre just the schence

ieacher!

Wesunt to shagse the progression of
Enawledge we share with the siideies
wied how wee share b 1 isk the sclenc
teaches, what percencage of the
universe do vou koow aboar, He
canbod say more than - 2% And this
means thar 8% af the universe is
unknowin — in thar case, are vou noe
ashamied of sramd rig i drone of & cliss
and asking them o keep silent and

listen o you?
S owi dont know anvehing abou
LEHEY aE IIIl_' LM vErse,
And we don'’t really know
how the human mind
works either, Bur we do
know that everything

¥ | | 3
comes from the mind. And
if it is true that the mind
controls everything, if you
cannot understand or
control vour mind — vou
are lost!
Yot end wp berng comralied by
external phenoinem you're commlled
by a teacher who kknows nisre Maih

¢||l| Tl e ||I|II"' VLILL; VLD

controlled by vour osvn mind swhich

vou dov ot wnderstand., Whar can vou
|'ll.l'\-"-lt"'|'|' l\."-|||.|. (8 |} Ihi\. -\.ill.u [{EET ] !'\.|,|

disaser
Schools, Secularism

What does hie mike of the new

saLypILHIN II‘I.1.I S .||i|||I || LIRS B LRI E AT L

regard marters of faith with? People are
quistioning the nesd or place fur
spirirual mareers in schiool and making
claims of being secular — i ir o cave al
thrwing the baby our wich the bath

WL

Vilenting, o pracucing Boaddhia whi
increasingly reacknowledes his
Chriscian ugphi inging and values {in
teflectson of the Universal Education
th me, and in relleceinn of the w ill
whire imapges of Laxmi, Jesus aind
Buadetha sir in contluence’, is squick o
resgind to chiv. "o g cimee ol
emergency, if s caseniial for children
e know the workings of their mind
to enovor thiar then: 1 a ploce inside
them that is pure diar they cain hald
e, o have 2 spiritual grounding,
Whin people sy they are “secular”
they are Insuliing the culture of thiks
councry. Whar they mican by ‘we are
seculiar is, Sseolanizm s our religlon
Vehemently refusing religions i 2
relipgion in iesell Why even scienc
'|'.l\.'||‘ 1521, BE |=!_'|i|'|'.| - bhediine !l_i'\..'.\,-l. VL

a wision with which m perceive all

phenomenal What secularsm means i
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o nespect all religlons, o i deiny

them all. Ewrope established this
miadel (ol viewing splricoaliog o the
nemesis of progress) char India i
widoriunately trvlng o cmuolae, We
rarely acknowledee the remendons
probdiems Wisstern counmiries are now
I:H.'il'lﬂ EECCAEE -'-|. ;|'||_i| III'I'H.I_'-|l-iII|| '-l\.i|||

materiil colenre.”

) | NEVeEr 5T I|'||' 'n'llll.l I|_|i?|||||' I TET
the word spiebiualivy, which hus
nothing i do with individosl culmres
- s i the el of Superculian
Religion, uswally, i abowar maoraliny
aboui doing good, being good. And
||||'III!'|.I_'F| ||!.I-|II|||_|.'.|'_|_ LS I|Ir||'|l|'|'r'|
tor o wieh “eh good” and e good’, I
i; o .||'|'.|I|'|_| LR RE -\.-[ I\I'I'I!.'I.il:!_'. A Very
hiodiatic view ot the world, SWhat we
.I"-'"j['-lll_:_l\. L4} |||| |'||_'I|' |'|.|'\- .|-cl|||l||:_' 1o b
with refigasn. We make studenis aware
of the mind, he conrinues, 'If
evervthing around ws is the

perceprion and construct of the mind
cheen let s sody che mingd! Mo jise

b pouse the mind, bur heaw w

10 MINDETELDS 5508 1] 0D

vnderstand the working ol b Thisre i
|'||l||'\li|'|:_" :I'.:r i’ nm '\-.l_l'||'|lr; Til §%30 oW
that cannot be proved sciennfically.
Whar | vesch here is semething thar
e be saught toa Christian, oo

Hlindu, moa Buddhise
lowrney buto Wonderland

An the age of hfty, afrer a rich, muld
taceted carcer Valentino lelp Lualy
b a piece of land in Samach,
Uttar Pradesh, aid baib 2 schoad o
realiee o drenm bewas during an
andicince with His Holines the Dala:
I i i PUME char ..|H Lo Ll I-q,'|| ||'|.|i
Vilenno come t India and work in
rhe domain of educarion, "1 kad been
i Inilia before, bui the thoughe of
staying and working here was
siormething 1 had never thought od”
After chinking of various possible
places where the school ol be

started, he chase Sornach-zs his base,

Sarnath, the very place where the
risrorical Buddha pove his very firs

discoune. Berween moent and

realbzation of the plan siood a
ML ARD |_||‘. I|'|| I.|:_":-_'I '.r||.|||-|.|l.'\. il
pobitles and inerlgues and local goons,
& veritable ofscacle course Tollowed
(including ourragesus allegarone of
Vilenrine being part of the lialian
meafial) anch; miraculoasly, dissipared
Im 1o, che Alsce Project Ulindversal

Educarion Schoal came inie being

Alice’ in the school’s name
refers to none other than
the heroine of Lewis
Carroll’s classic, ‘Alice’s
.'JII.I'.ZI".'I."I:'I.TI.I.IL"-. 171
Wonderland'. To
Valentino, she embodied
the sort of solitary,
courageous journey that we
all need to embark on so
we can do justice o the
business ot learning, living,
and dying mindfully.

|II L .|r|u!|= I.||-\.. ."'.:I-\.-' i |l||||_|| l.l\.|:|l
the dense, paciere-les book she s
I|'.|||I.'I_-_' .II'.|| ¥ I:.- '\-||'|_'|_!- ||'\.|'|| e
sty the conccige to eni
Wonderland — a place "inside’ - and
embuark ona grear adveneere. Allice
eners Wonderland abone -2
potentially ridky thing o do = bat she
i= foriumare o hned an mner pudde (in
the torm of the White Rabbicl. “We
all need to-de whae Alice did,” savs
Walenring, "hut inoa mare procecied
way, We nesd vo guble soidens
through boch realities - the realioy of
boring books, and the realbty of théls

inner lives.”

According to the school's website, " Thy
miethods used tap the mos powerful
posental we possess ~ the porential o
biewise amd kipd.' Easber sadd thin
domse, To transdare absiractions inmk
Fiving realicy, Valenting lef o sione
vnturned, While core subjecas for
highier classes s (8l Science, Socll
Srudies and Language) adhere 1o the

srllabin prescribod by the bone
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Ceoverrimient. the childeen also I arn
ke it Inddian III'H.-\.I."'I s sUcdh as
YO, T ditarion, avarvecic medicin
e mussagre: and whar Yalentine
TEECTS- T R

Ateprated wryrversal

i
III.II:.II|."\- ol bea UL B | P R T A TS

v

himg fvom dance and drama w

(s '\-l-l:'l'.. |1'.:. I|'||| :_'J._ |||'. HER e T _::II'!'_I

frrning anid philosophy), Fo peach the

..-||I I I'...Ill IO RC sl |i||,

gargantoan ik of crearing origenal

series ol te h.r."-\.-\.lL O Dt TR SN l||_||'.|_|_||._

mnral L5 A srores II'I.II IIE T8y

thrsuph the sol LI

springbaard for discossion, and for the
exploration of idess of sell and realicy
Each book is profusely ilfusroed
patnsakingly bound and produced
Wisuals are vervimpomang explaing
bplagnamim I'll.l\.-'ll"l\.' :_'\-| ||||I-|;.|||||| il

i
concepis aie hard o pey

Yabentino explains thor children ar

cncouniged (o speak abounr thei

crnonons brom a very carlv age ar this
s ] — an umeommen thinge, s
Manish

sv ol around eleven in g spanking

COAYVECESECEAN 15 |"||_'|'_|||||,'|| !:

» i | i
new blue school uniform. Heds one of

lasiar Dvws 63l a0 loower coasre commmii mity

thar losks after funeral pyres a the

g gphars of Yaranasis, He h 1
around thi seiitroom becinse le has
wel o bt mito a peer group, Belore b
AL BT "l\.|.| ||.|| ARl I||| .|_||
II.II.!'I:I!' AN RS "\III-I.|I.:_ ey |-..|.,||.::
it embers, atlLiag Bosbies and agh 1o
retrteve bits of meal and valuabie

until he wis broseehe to school, thar
of vhe schosl s a clallers

s sehes come |

eping the boys wirhin the embrace

e, Line of

e with Manksh ran
.l.'|.:'._|l.|| r_lll||||"_ P

wwhee

1

ng lilie by

b i - 1

the burning ghats Gl the time that chis
Bk

ma

ine went t press - Vilenring

(R 'I=I||l| mie ohar I||.'|l.'. LaArn ||_|.Lk i

il iLeT, apologrring for his

b el v bs Life saorkes ke Mamsh

1 1 i i
hat make Valentings bopks srike

such ach with their teaders. Tl

"Ranjeet and His Stories’, for exsample
'-'\-lln.illl.l'\. eI RS TUTRG] 1o 2
sichvoal FRLLY. |I"' I & VOLTEE | ||| AT |,'||

|E-\.||'I'I' i-lIII Wiog £ .-| 5 |. il u
i LIS SCIbDHN

g throaseh maorl stories thar deal
’

with borp

LODLCALCALNor., socm

wre
rapastices, Whar m
interzsging® The Bt that the
-II.II.II\.:-\.I"\- rermikelg I||.L LAl ||'..L|| I :|_|

tlscapes are famidiar, the

.
social problems ring rroe. e

wnpal prececuparns are the

o = in sheort, thess stories refecr th

childrens owm realing! Probably dhe

i
oy acories. of tis |

woross: Yalentimn has riven the

i 'IIi.I CNOEYTTY BEASCEI Mo Rk o T _|||

While your

rchildien an taugh
.'|I|||.'|' Wl II\.II..l |'r||i-\..l |.'_||.L'i||

L1 b || TS L RLIEE ||.|_||;| I'i|||||.\.'\. JAr

Litade & s thew chn ger ready
I"'"-"'\-'"?'.II'I""\-"'I"II I I CASAry
LTI EHAITTIESE L kes ey Il.n.. ||||||-!|,_||

. - v 1 1
imcegraring back inws the stane boand

wwstern after having been

sich a different w Av? Lo the

cinrary! exclaims Valenring, = ey

'|i.|.-II||'|||II'I||!||-'|_I R |||.I.|_

e 1
-"|-|r (= 1h ||r.|| L] rll:_!_'hll' 0 unedersingd
4 = I I I
ceanceprs, and realise the differonce in

hr weay they were taughr, Ciedige

ndd they will come

powir, The
i, W hen ther

Illlil' has beey INTEOSTSsA LTy '{'.||. 1

B

there is ne bighe, vou knesw there & an
alienarion FroEn aine s doty dnmer sefl

A teachers, our

lisrh
The € rumbding Yillag:

—
Whit have the parents’ resgaeinses been

like, thus farF " "We have

mietlod we use for snc
I.!I'.lll\. r:_'|||:-.-|. I -||l||i"'. 'l.';|| it and
ety adien think thar the chiblilren
are just playing and wasting time. W
II.II.' I'\.L'.'I\.IIE'II\. =.|'||!'.|||'-"\.-_'|.

i I i
SETICT QA an Thas Wty 3o moc s

it pialessionalicy, then i is bete

thar thev mke th chilld back and semd
them o another sehool”™ By and Lirge
||.I"|:\;:II far dal .I-:- [rArEIity are
illiterate and dont have fived novions
of hosy things sughi o be done in
schioeds, and vrsst che schoal, "4 Lerpe

rask thar e alieaid o ol educar g the

[ 0 MINDTIELDS |




Lt
=
=
Tl
=
=
ek

parents while educating the children —
bt bt b oo much for vs o ke on
right naws adimibes Valenring.
"Fourreen years ago, when children
e o sehiool, they were s diroy, we
rieeded o bathe them there firss. You
will naor belleve the living condirions
i some of their homes,”  Ahject
poverey. Alcolialism, Mo bood in the
howse, no place w heep thete school
hooks, nowhere to wash and dry their
clothes. Somié of the Kids don't have a
second sct of clothes, and will wear a

unitorm fll i isin witers,

Ihe school's headoount ix now gr 90
wid cisiog. A londful of bovs Live an
camipus, bur mose of the boys and gids
are from around Sarmach and Vamnas
When the school started, maoss of the
children were Arsti-generatbon leamen
in their family. This has been changing
anel now almost TO0% children in
the area go through primary school.
Yalenrino i pragmanic aboue bow far-
reaghibng thie effece has been, In sixteen
vears, e has been the fibre of the rural

lamidecape irdevocahly alier

The village where the
school stands used be one
of weavers. A hundred
tamilies were once involved
with weaving handloom,
Now, only one family
carries on the tradidon.
funy achides ane joddess; some workas
dasly wage bebwvirers. s as vendoes of

srmiall obdects and vepeabde, "l is painfil

b see the indigniny in dthele s ”
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"Trdia.' savs Valent e v St

CIFCIEITIS ":L|.|.'| ﬁ'dkicilfll'l:l-lru||u'.l.' the == -;'1:? e unel Hiy s e AR 0 the
: v R ; e sevil Ganibicl-spacic texibooiks an:
Ciandhian model ol develuprinen, ipaching Tesoumes Mhal Vinloibse ke

it chase o Follow Mehn's vision
instead. Mehm's wisdom came

from the west, i thoughe thar rhat
[the sacio-economic model he sw
i e West) war development. The
Mehruvian model chose big factorics,
The willage by desrroved, cheir soonomy
is deseroyed, all the peopic that ane
working with the soil ure destrovil,
Likestyles have alrered, grosncses
his been plundered, the wirer table
has almost deve Evervone wants g bore
wiell in their bac kyvard, The '-'II'i.IE\'L' weell
is full of rubbidh.” It s oo lomger just i
sociolggical problem, i b also an
ecolessical problem.

Valenting b convineed char it Is this
tragmened iewpoint wnd crumbling
svetemm ol vilkages thor has resulied in
the kind 1'-|'|'.|r5_.;|.'-.1|.':|]|.' ecological pnd
wochial prodslenms thar ane facing,
Sarmich: and indeed, all ol Tndia

"W hat i ameing is thar 4 couniry
like Inadia will thow away everything
it evce knew and blindly foillow e
idiogy of the west. And you can.see the
damage tfecring India Bsrer than io
ather coeunrrics. and mo one i talking
abvwsut i

Thiz is nor armchaly eritcism, Froery
chort hos been made by the founders
of the schoal w create an environmen)
where contemporany thought works
hand in hand with indigenous pood
senue; whene wiser eraditions are
nurtured, while meaningles things are
sfted out. Sudbakar Prasad. ome of dhe
hrst stwdenis o praduace fiom the
school, summarisés the culture at his
alma mares as bebrg a fartuirons
ailivugr mein Sarvayoy’, (Csolden

epoch in the midse of e dark agicl

Inwkied by the Blusan Gosernment 1o
1 recent conventon of educstoe,
Yalenming saw m our neighbours, a ra
of hope, India, he leels, would dis well
v eiilate Bhotan inoene thing — their
emphasis on G H [ Ciross Manonal
Happiness) insteod of GO (s

Prvmestic Produce), “Parents wans klds

ermsd bor e dlice Praect Schoos, Te
siwles mterwems  Editing secis
COnGErS A roslins with mors! iaks.

r be profesalomal, sucoesshul, rich -

“lwapgo” mrely make e cocthae L
Vo mpend 20-odd vears sidying,
stobing msthy useles knewdedee in
your memnory, Aol when vou hecome
ald, bose vaur memory — whit are vou
lett weith then?

Yalentino recounts whar the vice
chaneellor of a nearby whiversing

In Inekia, woe hod the
ey vo sobve the probdem, And then

v tokd him

wie fosl [ And now we are inu
positian where people fram the
ourslde need g remnind us of what
we had, The wisdom locked awiy-in
the mvihs and lore of this country fs
tncredible. And nsiead ol discarding
them en masse, Yalentine makes a
wirong case fise turming chis lore into
our own personal Whice Hablie as
we journey oue Wonderland, " ndiin
mythedogy savethar the wosld rises
From the drsim of Vishoo, We g
the dream of Yishnu, 5o, ind sense.
i s Brom uas that the word comes
We create the world we are! This i
what we ane ey b vy veach che
children.” Tvis assimple, and o
imipoasibly difbcul ax thar =

Furmigus informibon sboul Aies Prosct
sthoole, how 1o spoosar a child, and
Valertinn ang Lulgisa's Slre work, st
R i OITHECL DM,
¢ wiilE i i gacaminEhotesd com
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[F YOU MADE A DIFFERENCE,
WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT IT.

THE 2011 PRAMERICA SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY AWARDS

Fovonl are g school student in Class V1 o XIT aodd have
penerously given your time and talents to make a difference
in your community, apply for the first annual Pramerica
sSpiritof Community Awards

his progrumme 18 an extension of the Prudential Sparit of
Community Awards, the largest vouth recopnition
prigramme i the Uniced States,

Your volunteer work could win vou Bao 50,0000 and g :
fabulous nll-expense paid return trip to Winshington, D.C. in '

May 20101 to represent Indio in the [elicitation events: for L-"“”' H" ﬁ_rm"l lli‘ﬁ‘l
Spurit honourees from all participnting eountries. Fven

; i p Srade Hunoorves of i J9E0 PR Spield of Csmmiirl v dunemle
mare Impartant Iy, vou could win recognibion 1 hat |1|||-_"|‘|1 ol it 118 Dagalford don Wanhimgidon, ¢

inspire other voung people to follow your example

So go ahead. Do your family proud. Do your school proud. And do your country proud.

Application Deadline: November 30, 2010

For mwre imformaction:

Website: woww difpramericalife comfupirn | Call toll foee 1800 1027070 | Email; mwenedzid ifppenmasiculite, com

& Pramerica
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Shithihana Verphess

Phoees Mirfieh)

- rt nesd to raise the bar on the gualite of
I..'Tth F educarion inoschools, Frankly, the oal pises
I ¥ B - F

e o be shifted inomany aspects; the basic

/\/
'l.l!" ?:rl reaching-learninge dynamcs, the examination

formmuln, the codes of conduct for saff and pupiks, the schools

self-evaluarion steategics, support aystems like health and satety
sned in the peneration of plain and simple coortesy, . vou will

jusy seed [ foatep anco the overage schood o see what | mean

However, in arder to achieve & rise in standards, we muse firss
know where we stand in our fundamental work with pugals
before we can hope to berter the position effectivelyv. W hat
then essentally bollews 15 an secempe to wnravel the hype and
reach the core, Geoing by the brochure: and websites thar so
many of our sehools pue out [or an moeeent aod vulnerabils

public, 1t would seem chat cach

and every school s g veritable
paradise rthat works exclosively o mould oar children kot
paragons of virtue on the one hand, and coam pecformance
purisgs on the other! Yer most imtormataon provided reveals o
lack of understanding of what real quality inoa school would
ook like und often tooes on cleverly tken photographs ol
Il'lli.IiI.:_'- .|"-|| |' FEEER, il|.|'|' !'-_'.l'\-'_lli.ll\i- &5 i .I i.:|'- .|!|.:._l_ |.'||I|| ||-:-
of varous exam resubs thar seem to deline what the schon b=



he real l.||:|:I|JE_'. of sny school

woald b visible in the studens
who pass out after fourmeen lexng wnad
unpressionble years spent within its
witlls, Whae is it abaur the way cach
sehosol delivers the curriculum that
defines what thels pupils are abile to
div, with whae they know and
underscand when they leave at the
agre of eiphteen? As adoles, will they
b abile to conaistently ehink well, .
ntake sound decisions, solve
problems creatively and manage
change efficiendy? Have thiey
become lifelong learners? Ultimarely,
thiete are the questions oo be
answered i order to understand
witat real quality sctually is before iy
cun b raised.

And 1o begin o 'see’ the realiy, 1
frvite every schoal leader 1o he the
pruverhiul spider on classroam walls
und obearve the relentlessdy teacher-
centric practices unfeld, lesson after
lesson wfeer lsson, Girde, subpect or
teachers make virtually no difference
for these just 1an' g
understanding of the learner-centric
appreach that puts pupils ot the
centre of all classnwom dvmimbes,
‘!l.-l.“:'.. i st sebonls, 1_-|:-|1,-||; PAsEES
foor good learning is the achievement
oof high scores in

gquestionably

constracted resrs and

cxams [ Boards of

Education e sk

culpable in thisl. And E5sem

even more sai lv, wihin

pasees for _qumi:

classroim amblence

iz apparently well behaved paspals
Lailene i other words) being 'T.|l_|_:.-||'|r'
by the reacher upfront, whao is hent
une eompletion of the portion’ on
time, ndministration of teses on fme
and prosdoction of scholastic rEpors
fid parests. . also on tme, Precision
iy
wortld have been very prreitich arf

!

all omar grundfathers clocks

Hur whar abour the qualivy of
learmng dachieved by pupils? On g

daily baziz, do they bave regubar amd

Y MINDDELRS TN

COnssEnt oppormunity for the
develspment of independent and/or
creative thinking? Do the pupils
innterait with teschers as they extend
and explore their underatunding in
ditferent subjects oo, 18 there enough
apportunity given for mdependent
application in challenging new
I.‘rlll'."l-..'lll"l in ."I-L'.I!J:u-"i'h:. SiCs 0T
sulficient scope for individoal
language curpur in composition?
Ao of course, is lesson time
managed well cnoush o promvache
spuce for pupils to think cur-at-the
hioer with the reachers osly
stimulating the process with
micaninghully constructod exercises?
Mo prizes for gucssing how much
rescher-talk o ‘principal spiders’ are
likely to hear!

Orisira largely teacher-dominaced
acenario where teachers explain
while pupite listen passivelr? How
well do they understand the differen
mental Jevels ar which pupil-lesrning
can tnke place and are they able o
use virying instraetiomal material o
develop these mental ahilities
competentlyr e the teachers able
to grauge pupils’ understanding

[ |-:::|I:|'.i||b'_ vaitcsties | propeerhy at the
end of each lesson so that progresi b

mieasured and |'lrl.l|.'l|L'I'I'Ih rermcdied
then andd there? [oes the school
conduer regutar and descriptive exom
performance analyses so thar mends
in pl.l|'|i.| achicvement become vizible,
leading to the establishment of
benchmarks which will further help
teschers compare resulis and thus
foous on need-based improvement
activity? Pot differently, wherever
]:'Ilpi]x are éonsistenely ami repiilarly
"thinking to learn’ a= well as learining
to think” in ey eevday classronms you
will ‘see and heir” really high gquality

imtersction. In e, how well
children can think independently is
the truest barometer of high quality
barning and indicative of the
czaential ‘goodness of any school,

Further, another vardstick thas
III'-|Jr.'I'|'IE|I'|~ the loudest clabm to being
a o schonl is the holy cow of
tests/muarks. Well, what do chese tests
hctually dif Do they mostly tesr rote
bearningr O do
they provide s
besqunte
kTl T I.'-J:Ir[l:‘-l'"l fint
IE - pupils
demonstrute what

T

thiey can di with

whart they kmow

il I||1||i.:'r1l:.l.||-\.:':"’
I other words, do the resr ioems
reveal how well pupils hove l':;|:1|,'r_-.|
concepts, ind bow well they can we
this understanding in new sibpations
thar will reguire them o clearly
demonstrate ahility ar the |'|i:_|_-;|‘|.a_-|'
mtellectunl levels of analyvses,
application ind even evaluation?
And, iz there an established
mechanism for exum performance
inalyses to be fed hack v both
puptilsand teachers ie. do pupils ger
individual feedback about what they
i well S ikt dio well and thie '|-.|_':-.t

AN EENE A SMADRAEDS 7]




UPINION

'iI:{'p"' they need 1o take fowards
wehdeving all learning goals; und
l:'::|I.IJ|.|_[.". do reachers receive the same
intormation to help them improve
their instroctional planz so that
pupils benefit more deeply and with
lngrer-lasting impact? There's much
friad for thought in this operatioml
wone when one fights the pood fight
for rise standards,

Well, in my experience, raising the
q- bear will necessartly reguire voe
giant leap from the mostly teaches-
centric approach o the pupil-centric
ane,, forit's all ibaut leas fiigg, bent
ir?! Chur eldsssoom dyrmamics lie at
the crux of the issue and onless we
can simultancously improve the
quality of thinking and learnaeg on-
site and reduce the dommanee of
:'41!I::-=I'J-FIII!'-!.’,. no it of new
peaint v I'-IJL|:.JE||:|!_I|5- and buses will
enise the bar on srandards of
uchievement The world has moved
oy and fedav'’s neediis nor for the
|'l:-|'|'|'-:.'_|.'ll|:'-|1l.'|l production ||r"|.'r'.1:_‘|.|;mg
knwledpe banks, but for good
rhinkers, whe have developed the
right intellectial skills te think their
way out of the box! We must move
our eollective steps forwand with the
rest of the warld as our teachers
r|1|r|'l|'-|1 into facilititors of |¢.':|.|1:||||g
for every tvpre of pupil in the class,

12 MIMDFIELES SEUE 0 2010

|t'u1.'|r|j.: behimd the one-shoe-size-
fits-all mechanics of the past, Only
Continunus, systematic and well
planned instructicnal serategies for
the sabsraimed development of skiliul,
independent thinking by pupils can
lead vo good learning for life, which
willl i oo send out school
pradugres of high quality capable of
taking their 1'||.E||.'l: anywhere under
the sun. The look’ and “feel’ of good
quality learning will be cvident and
obwvious for all tosee’ and TECOg e
in these young people...and the bar
will have risen smartly!

Moving into this smare futire 1 niol
mcant tor the fant-hearted
principal. Bur determined and well
mtormeed gchool leader: who mean
bisiness can set the guality bar in
ristng mode with the following
ibecisive steps which witl first
catahliah where they stand, and then
indlicate the EMPEEIEnE activity o
be undertuken on a priority basis:

ST i i ¢ i
Laion which uses stmple,

objective atud transparen
instruments of measurement e,
shor, sitple questionnaires which
help staff members ro make accurate
judgments abaut how they conduc
thear classroom work and whar e
guality of the nutcome of thelr work

i, Ihese questionnaires cin be eastly

understood by teschers and various
otier stoff, con generite securate
information about how children
learn i the schisol and can be
sdminasteped without exeessive
mterruption in the day-ne-day
CHpETAtEOrE £ teachers can wee 1
tick-box type of instrument that has
the crifical aspects of the teaching
bearning process listed on o 4-poing
rating scule o nhserve sach other's

lexsons, collate the resules and thus
citablish the rends / patterns in
ehassreonam work o all the sectinns of
the schoaol, In doinyg 3o, teachers will
b able 1o judge clearly nor anly
what s going well bist alsn what is
nat prvmgs well and where
improvierment e regquined

the:
processes bollowed and the resuls
that emerge. In other words, it |
hetrer to Tave all uestHnmLines
developed by experienced
pr sfesaionals not on the schools staff
— from various teachens’ centres or
certified education companics and o
experienced consaltants, o thar the
\':I]:'I.lli_'- wnd relevance of the Ttems an
these inscruments will acourately and
objectively shiain the informarion
needed o assess the guality of wark
being done and also, from the resules
thint are obrained, establich areas that
peed mprovement andfor further
l|l."-'l'.'|h[l.'ll1.'!II. Hence, when the
quiality of everydoy lessons s being
eviluated, thee susvey guestions must
pertam 1o all important areas in the
teaching - learmdng evele (o.p, the
lessom objectives rh::u r'n._'|-,'-: all
sctivicy, the bearning wids used to
help ditterent types of learners, the
type of questions asked o simulane
T|||'||.L:r|;-_: amonEEt |1|_||'|i|x_ tie pupdl-
teacher interaction, the lerming
oautegmes that emerge by the end of
the lesson, homework ere}, and not
only to how well the childeen are
managed by the weachers or the
ifsbadity oof |1.f:u'l:|1u-,|_n:| wiork of charts
om display.

15
another aspect thar must be done
curefully since these sur veys will

reveal muny developmental needs in

A W NCFIELD SN



ditferent sreas that cannor all be

iddressed dimulraneowsie T hese

rheds CUn range irom .||||l|:-:'

in=gerviee truining of reachers fo
hetp them ad i lemmer-centri

PEACTICES, IFTPEoin

||.1.| (4 }
Imackegguiiie and rastructure for

urricilor and co=currboulsr s

misdernizing varous systeme in 1

s o] Lo, the XLy SYSECE, ata

FANAEEMICHT, IEAnEport cbc ) amd

hende, have 1 b planned for
aceording to badgetary
ofatenitions, wyakkabiliey of

e e, [HE :IIIII +CF T,

I| Hi |'||'.|||||_'I- T

I LU EHEREE

b Bs
FEAR BITEIEYE these IMPrOvEiTciils so

that developmenal goals like

FIMIEEreFeRL 4

v skills [e.q.

learner-centric instructional
'|r-|'.'\-"_':..l"|.l\.l AT ter -II|_'| 1Y,
qucstioning skills. continuois
AssEsEITIEn] niarms |; the

il restruciure feg elassroom
spparatos, instsllanen of mualn-
:ill::l\.II-l .IE'\I|I.II NS, _:||.i|: -':1||.-|1. it
auditorial; meadermisne the FYARLETTIN

| e EXIITEL T O ek, |-.'r;:|'|| ITHN

management, pupils’ performne:
amdlyses etc| can be achiieved in o
phased menner with visible
putenmas and within a definite fime

trame of three years

1 i.II'llllﬁ\'.llEll.'l ot ¢liear TEporting
FOCETRINTing sormis o frack progress
i vt another pspect that muose be
planmed since the pringipal alone

e ull of the above on in

cannod ache

individunl basia. ['he schond's

development plan mist allocuare the

responzibility of achieving 1

||.i|.'l\.|'\.'||| arens to _I: LHehE senpor

staft in the school whoin tuim will

i al ¥,
:l.".lil '\-III.I” TOCLS RO feims af

|1'\- 1 |;' IL '

Under the overall disectiv af the
principal, each ream's leader witl
ket th '\.\.‘lll’l{ LTy .Il_l_';l wnid

Fal o= up/ macsiaiecn progress made b

"I1.'1:I|I| Fa A0 rI'Il' TEXIm III.rI- |I

desived pesules are abtained ¢

tmprovermnent is to be elleeted in
areas like the contlmious ssseasmeni

patrern, twochers”skill in reaching to

albjectives, jupils’ cupacity oo thin
i|.|.|q.'|'-.'||-.|| ntlv, the co-curriclar
proegramme eie, fenchers from aceoss
-L||r[r|r||| dertions of the e o] w ||
torm small reams, study the
problems, plin che mterventions
reqired and implement chem ina
phased! planned mainer over the
couiTae ol 3 |]::-:'r-_'.'| ar period while
the teim leader _J\III:LII:::. mnnitors,

" Il'R.'l.'I\'a.‘ Al 3 U Bkl Is |!'I-q, PrOgTEss
LW hille the

winsehabity lies witl el

vt e 1'|'||| il I'll_'r;

innerall res

nhers need to

prierprsl; all seafl me
take cwnet 1|.'|| UVET T procese and

bz seconmiable for the resalis too, 1)

the developmental moils are o be

achieved on a sustainable hasis

or achicvioment of the

5 st be corraborated with

eviclence of resalt as certified by

external professionals e, 3 chanped
lintisn of

rrilti=enedia oor the svetem af pupils’

pattern of exame or mstal

performinee analyses are all visible
nd ther cutcnmes s able, und
hienice, can be checked objectively
"n|-.'.ir-.ll'.|.|':::.. if enme of the

;
clevelopmenial woals were not met,

the school can be |II'I:I.'|.|;.||I::I|| !||I:I1l-.li
o find thie reakans for why thes

cotld aot do s and addeess them

'|1|1':-|1|_-r|'|'_

I oaer seluc principals epearhead
their schools evaluation and
bnprovemient plans with confidene

biwri of honest processes and

(L5 PN}

ipeermising objecrivity, snd gl
prermit hoth, the pricess of
improvement and the outcome of
woark 1o be scrutineeed by external
grinteaslanals, the i -bat will rize
upward and goal poses ehift forwand.
heis pupils will have devels el
taimnt

. i
¥ II||.|IL'!'I\.'II-\.:I|'I|' II|J Cidaive

r:lill.‘.l L '\-klli'\q-'\ll.-l_"'l '|'||_' CILrsg )

several vears which will betrer

1
cparanter life-| N prodlactivety anst

succesa.. e more than all the
achievement cermificares, mark
certificates, migmation cerrificase
and whatnor will ever be ghle o do.
Hence, the quality of their parprils’

trellectunl ahility will bse rhie prosod

of the pudding. ..ot buildings; buse

(%1} l\.|.|.|.i|.:Il\.'\- o MEw it als aresun!
|-|I'||.-|I'II.I-'||'."| |||!.'|| h.ll'"'l

leaders proudly cel

1
brate their
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You Can’t
Know Everything
Bueyou can [ 1 ow well

Girish Ananih - biclogy feache:, amithalagist, polvalot - talks about the
need o teach biology so that children can value life,

P AN irish Ananth rarely ventured out of the
P i S biology laboratory when he worked in the
school I reach in. When he did, it was because
he had spotted a rare bird in the campus and
he wanted to take a closer look. Twice it was 1o rescue 4
Russel’s viper who had unknowingly wandered into the
lawn. Wildlife superhero adventures aside, he raised the
standard of the biology department singlehandedly and
left a lasting love for his subject in the minds of his
students and many of his colleagues, Never one to restrict
learning in narrow confines, he has also assisted students
with challenging assignments in subject he has a particular
tondness for like Pawhology and German,

His wide ranging knowledge made him the perfict
coordinator  for  the wvery challenging Theory OfF
Knowledge component of the International Baccalavreare
curriculum. Students who have studied under him and the
colleagues he has worked with have loved and admired
him, both for his knowledge and for his compassionate
DErre.

I caught up with Girish to tulk ahout his rtru'hi;ng, his
causes and to know more about how he makes his subjects
s womderful and exciting for his students, He has taught
in the Krishnamurthi Foundation, at Rishi Valley and The
Valley School, Bangalore as well as international schools.
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TELL ME ABOLT YOUR CAREER A5 A TEACHER.
WHAT HAVE Y0 TALGHT, MO LONG HavE
YOL TALGHTT WHERE HAVE vOU TALGHTT

Well, [ have taught for abour 20 yvears
now, | huve mainly mughe biology, In
the sense that | have taughr biology
for all these years. In two of the
schools were e taught, [ have ranghe
Crerman boo, ko one 1 tought [_;{'r|1.'|.||1
four four Viars and bn another fwo YEAFE
| have also l::lll"l-_'.h! part of the syllabus
for Environmental Sciences in one af
these schools.

You ARE A MLICH LDVED TEACHER, TELL ME
SORALTHING ABCUIT THE WWAY YOLU TEACH,
WHAT DD YO THINKE YOLl ARE DOING
DOFFEREMTLY?

1 don't ehink 1 ean confivm that 1 am g
miach loved reacher. [ will have o leave
that to my students. But [ can say that
I have had chis 1'1.'l.‘|.i|'|g iof “HI.'-..'I.IrH:.-"
inotice the quotes!) Whenever | was
with the students, in most of the
sehonds | have toughe, [ nogiced this
techng in myself when 1 would be
supervising the students during a test
given by some other teacher or when |
wias ina “non reaching stuation” with
the students whom §wosld othersdse
teach,

They would call me to their degks and
witilid ask mie to she with them and rell
them about myself | took this, unlike
others. . my protession, a5 an
indicarion |:-I'wu.|1li||g tiv ke mie @s 1
PCrana. | felr '[|11.':|.' WETE PECOETIEEing
me a5 |'_'~::i.l1;",‘ Hll.'l'll."rhi.l'lg mgre Hhin qust
1 hiology teaching machine.

WHAT DOES 1T TAKE TO MAKE BIOLOGY
EXCITING TS A MIDDHE SCHOOL STUDENT?
How CAN WE MOVE AWIRY FROM T JUST
BEING  ABQUT COPYING AND LABFLING
DIASRAKS FROM & BOK ."[-HJAE-_']?"

The only reason [ smdied biology was
because of my “unbearable™ love for
my animals, plants and momee. 1 say
unbearable, becouse orhers often
tound this o be o quality in me they

WA MRCFIELDS 1

could not bear and alsn becnuse 1
posed, and still poses; a problem o me,
If there is anvy absolute moral 1 hold
dear, it 15 elated to consideration to
And any event or socil
custom which comtracted this ene and
omly absolute moral in me, wonld

wrmals,

cause me  howrs of doguish and
conflice. At my me it was essentiol
that o biology student learns the “art®
of  dissection.  MNow  this  was
contradictory  to my  morals; b
umfortunately I had to comply with
thwe rules of bonrds wnd universities, So
dussect antmals | dic and [ hated every
it ol it,

Oine ot iy aims in ke was to see g 1"|:|_:|.'
when 1 could convey to students like
myself, the beauty of life by wanching
liwve animals, the living animal, az it
were, This: could have been the
starting poant for my having chosen 1o
teach Biolopy, As tme I'IH_'\GSI_‘I;]., thaugh
we have o much less endronmentally
r':-':.:n.llgr- culture, with our increase in
l.1.'l|:lE-I:|IlI|.':'i:.~\.|'|'|1 there I.!ill |_|:".'-|_':|||:|'| u
sense of awareness shour  using
unimals in dissections.

And there have been colleagues who
supported my npqni-:m an this, It is
petually possible o reach biology
'|1l|.|..|:|.', ustng observations of animals
in narure; like wittching live birds,
small mammals Tike squirtels and
IELCTS.

THISE DS SCHOALS Ay DETAIED LESSON
HLANS, SMART BOARDS, WI-Fi AND OTHER
TECHMOUOOY ENABLES TEACHING &1DS, 50
HAS TEACHING BECOME FORMLULA BRSED, A
FORBALILA THAT ANYDME CAN APPLY AMD LISEF

You hit the natl on the lead 'I'III:_':r
have gor ir all wrong. Its true thar
dissection ¢an be taught by the

computer snd | thank the savants of

the “techie world” for making thar
possible. But thur doeent mean smart
boards, wi-ti, and other technology
can replace sound teaching,

| don't think we can “make o
Emstein: or C.V Ramians® with these

CINE OF MY AIMS IN LIFE WAS TO SEE & DAY WHEN | COULD COMVEY TO
STUDEMNTS LIKE MY5ELF, THE BEALITY OF LIFE BY WATCHING LIVE AMIMALS,
THE LIVING ANIMAL, AS IT WERE. THIS COULD HAVE BEEMN THE STARTING
POINT FOR MY HAVING CHOSEN TO TEACH BIOLOOY.

1 have :I|W:1}'= rried o bring take
children o namure instead of bringing
nature to the clissroom and I chink ny
ettores have borne fruit, 1 have found
that children like that better, They
have thar extra energy which adules
den't and they like ty po o where
natuge is instead of having nature
brought ro them

bessom plans and smart technology amd
the other jamron which goes with ic
The best generils in the army have
been these who have come climbed
froe the lowerrmost rnks. S teaching
has to do with o things: you must
lowe your :Ihhjn'l! aned you must fove
children. And both these loves are
uncomditional. You must not consider
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your subject s steppine stone fo
success. You may be a wizard or a
savant in yoarr fiebd bur if you use it for
pure monetary gain then vou are o
mercenary and  children don’t like
J!I'll-'l't'-'llll-r1L"--'|'|'|f..':r' rense when Yo are
teaching to “make money”, like many
of the madern day gurus wha run
tuition clisses. The other thing they
dent like is using them as stepping
stomes t suceess. We need o aceepr
children as they are and we shouldn’s
be bending over backwards to push

How. 00 SPECIMENS 'OF ANOAALL AN
AUNAN CROANS 0 COMMONLY FOUND 1IN
BHY | ABS HELP & STUDENT OF BIDLOGY?

Tlli'}' don't ! I= it oo puthetic thar
children should think that the only
Wy o lewrn about an animal ar
|ZIJ.J:IJ1 in to kill it? I am pkay with
human skeletons especially if they
cun be borrowed from the bio lab
tor viswal effect in o drama close!
But | think we need m drow 3 line
there, Its IIJ-'.:I:I.' ta collect specinmens

TODAY THE "MEDICAL SCHOOL™ GOAL HAS BEEN REPLACED BY CHILDREN
WHO DREAM OF BEING "BIOTECHNOLOGISTS" THE ADDITION OF THE
SUFFIX TECHNOLOGY TO BIOLOGY SEEMS TO HAVE GIVEN IT THE CHARM IT
LACKS! WHY WOULD YOU WANT TO PLAY ARCUND WITH GENES AND
CREATE NEW FORMS OF LIFE, WHEN WE ARE NOT ABLE TO PRESERVE THE

EXISTING GENE POOL?

them through their exams so thar we
CAIL 'Il.‘l.'u'r.l:['u"hl. onr -|.,|_|'|.LL-|'|'| s 11. 1|||;'
only reasen they ot |:]'|:'n|_|#|| thueiy

boeards way becase of us,

You meed o reach NERIT ;|_|]1j|:,':
because you love it and you need to
teach the child te love hllnlurhjng
that Yo love, Children love to know
whar vei lowve and ;hi::r love tor lesrn
o lowve whart Yoy lomne, That's by ¥
transfer love,

.I.-:::I'-'l'lin;.!; 5 communcating love for
something, Like that Poet teacher in
the movie "Dead poets Socetny™
Everything  else, technology and
teaching plans and all the rest of the
JATgon is i:|||.'||.'-l.':||1l:-r|'||_'.|_|]:.'_] SR i
a cold consumer orented society, thess
things have taken precedence.

5 MIRDFRELDS 2508 1 200

trom o beach if they already dead.
Like seashells or corals.

Bur presenting dead animal SESITHITEE
and argans in oo class s mone lke
“necrology”-the science of dead b
| don't deny r|'|.-|.':|.' do fuscinare some
children und attract them to the lah
bt svwire: often than ot they have the
wrinhg etfect -creating the desire to kill
and animal to observe it From ¢lose
quartess,

Dho wou FEEL THAT REILOGY 15 TALGHT IN
SCHOOLS ONLY WiTH THE OBIECTIvE  Of
SCORING HEZH MARKS AND PREPARING EON
MEDICAL SCHOOLY  WiHAT PLACE DOES
BRILDDY HAVE PN TOLICATIONT

Somehow teaching: and  lewrming
|‘li-::||l.:-:,;__'| has never had the :igll! plage it

ihould have in sochery, Rarely do
students learn biology for the love of
it Thev wtudy 1t ~l|||_l.' hiscause the
have to o o o el wibsal
becawse it s the ll."'ll:l.' seience: Huy can
cope with, since it B 4 pon-
mithemutical sebenice,

i;:"'l.l-\.l'l' '||'|l.' II|IIl.'I|i|.':I.| |||.'J-!-III_II-| L','-'l'-l Figs
been replaced by children wha dream
of bemng '|15n1|.'L|||||||||;.-;|:.'D-'" The
addition of the zufiix teclinolopy o
biology seems to have given 1t the
charm ir locks! 'l.".-rh:l.' woid]d Vot want
tor play around with genes and creaee
new frms of life, when we sre niot
able to-preserve the existing gene pool?

st mot more ImpOrtant to preserve
the multitudes of animals and plants

threatesned by

shviTOnmenta
depradation and in the prrocess make
the carth o better |'||.',|_'.;- for  our
l.'l'liI.I.IJ'I:E.: II-'Il.'|||:|' E:-intr_-._':-llll-:-l-_l!,"]'_ 1-.-|1:,':'
Yes, to prevent disezse and o eure
disses. But wii on earth should we
CrEmte w generation of young scienties
whoe want o manipulate penes o
create ‘new varietics of ploants and
gnimtads? | think there i o lmit o
Hfl‘ulfl'illl.:‘illlr precd, We rL'_'“:I' néed o
teach biodogy mo children su thar they
can appreciate and vahee life.

TEL ME ABDUT wOUR IASSION FOR BilD
WaATCHING)

Thie is the most difieul: questicn ol
all, simiply becavse it is so personal in
i senee, Perhaps it was just destined. |
remermber, d |l.!'I|;_._' LR R TR VLN before [
started bird-warching formally, and
tiis i o real colncdence, u'-|1:|:'|_'u'|d_p
ok a photograph of me warching
evirds inow copel when | wasin T
school, And  captioned it “the
birdwatcher™ So mavbe it was sne o
those self fulfilling prophicoies, which
v a prveholowiss know more aboar!

Well, when T was 10 years old in
Dehia ”IlrlI [ and IV Pasenite found a
sprartonw i i berrible condition, Tis bill
was bleeding and ir we were sure it
would die, Probably an  urchin's

WA RIRDFELD S W




your subject us stepping  stone to
BLICTCES. 1:|rl.l-l.'| Ellﬂ:l.' III'.:' il |.1.|.-'_.:|!'-|J o d
savant in your fiedd but tfyou use i for
pure monctary gain then you are i
mercenury and children don’ like
msereenusries, They sense when you are
teaching to "muke money”, fike many
of the modern day gumus wha run
tuition classes, The orher thing they
don't like iz using them as REEpping
stismes tosuccess, We need m Focept
children as they are and we shouldn'
be bending over backwards to push

How DO SPECIMENS OF AMNIMALY AND
HUNAAN DRGANS 0 CORMOSLY FOLIND 1N
BiC LAES HELP A STIFRENT OF BISLOCY?

Thev don't? Is it not |'|.|.I:|'|r.'TiL' thiit
children should ehink that the emnly
way to lewrn about an animal o
plant 35 fe Rill a2 1w okoy with
human skeletons especially if they
can be borcowed from the o lab
for visual effect in a drama ¢loes!
Bur T chink we need to deaw o line
there. Its okay to collecr specimens

TODAY THE "MEDICAL SCHOOL” GOAL HAS BEEN REPLACED BY CHILDREN
WHO DREAM OF BEING "BIOTECHNOLOGISTS”, THE ADDNTION OF THE
SUFFIX TECHNOLDGY TO BIOLOGY SEEMS TO HAVE GIVEN IT THE CHARM IT
LACKS! WHY WOULD YOU WANT TO PLAY AROUND WITH GENES AND
CREATE NEW FORMS OF LIFE, WHEN WE ARE NOT ABLE TO PRESERVE THE

EXISTING GEME POOL?

them thi wigh their exams so that we
can sdvertise our capacity-as if the
OTilY Tedsin I||1::|.' o r_hl_ruui;h their
boards was becanse of us,

You need to teach your  subject
because vou love it and o meed o
teach the child to love something
that voul bove, Chifdren Tove o know
what you hive and they love to learn
to love whit vou love, Thar's how vou
trunsfer love,

"l.l-':lt'l‘lin:: 15 communcating love for
something. Like that Pogt teacher in

the movie *Dead poers Society™

Everything else, rechnology and
teaching plans and all the rest of the
fargon is irrclevant-totalte, I suppose in
ieold consuiiker nrtented saciery, these
things have rkien precedence.

JTr MINDFIERESS SEUE 0 010

Friom o beach it'1|‘||.'3. already dead,
Like seashells or corals,

B prestnemng dead animal EPECHTE TS
ard Gfgans n o0 class a5 meme like
"mecrology”-the srence of dead things
| don't deny they do fascinate some
children und attract them to the b
bt more often than not they huve the
wromg effect ereating the desire o kill
and animal o ohserve it from close

LtIJiI] e

Do vou #280 THET BIOLOGY 1% TALMGHT 1M
SCHOOLS MLy WITH THEE GRIECTIVE OF
BLORING HIGH MARKS AND PEEPABING FOR
MEDICAL SCHOOLY  WHAT ®LACE DDFS
QIS HAWE 1IN EHC ATaOTG?

Somehow  teaching and leaming
h||_|-]||;_r|_|.' has never had the ragtit plun_'-.-: it

should lhave in sociery. Rarely do
students learn biolopy for the Love of
it. They study it only because they
have 1o mo wm go medical school o
becayse it 18 the onlv science they can
RCE of % 0 non

mathematicol science.

cope  with,

Tesday the “medical Iq.\.':.'|_|llll.lj;\1l.|| has
been replaced by children whe drearn
af being “hiotechnologses”. The
acldition of the suifix |:q_-'!-|1i,-\-|-_:.__|_li_l. {0
biokopy seems to- hawve given it the
charm it lacks! Why would YL Want
to play around with genes and create
new forms of life, when we are not

abde 1o Preserve tha l.":iﬁjl:l; T |1|||1|'r

s it not maore iHpoTTant to preserve
the miuteitudes of antmals ind plarits
thicatened |'|:|' cowviromnimengal
degradation and in the process make
the carth a berer place for our
chifdren? H"h]' |'-Il.l[l:|.h|'|-::-|-::-g'|', wihys
Yeu to frrcvend disexse and t cure
diseases. Bur why on earth should we
CEAfe A i_".'lll.'l:ll]ll” |||- '|'l_l-|]_||:_\_' ScIEntIkEs
who want o muanipulite genes w
create ‘new” varieties of pl ants
ammials? [ think there b= a limic 0
satstying our greed, We really need to
tekedy biobogy to children so that they
can dppreciate and value life

TELL ME ARDUT YOUE PASSR FO8 HIED

WEATCHINGY

This = the mast difficul uestion of
all, simply beciuee it ks o personal i
A fehse, ]:'l.'lhuph iEwas just destined. |
remember, 3 longr time ago, betore [
started E:-il-:l.--.-.u.l:.,'hm_u formally, and
this is a real coincidence, samebody
took i F.l|'|-.a-I||:_{r:||1E1 of e w .r.-'IunIE
bireds (in 2 "n'-li..:'-"| when | was IVUTEErY
schiodl Al captioned it “the
I1i|'l.i.'||-'.|T'|.+|.1.Th! Si T"|,'|:|'h|_' IS T CHIE ||n1-
those self |.l|i.ﬁ||ill;=_{ |1r|.'-|1|'|r.'.:ich which
YOLL A5 sy '-'|III!I1!L_'I:'-T ko minee shout!

Well, when 1 was 10 yvears old in
[ dehra [-.:'I.ll'l, I and v Parcns ];.II.II'II_!.I_
sparrow inoa terrible condision. D lll
wits bieeding and It we were wire it

wonlld  die. Probably an urchiny

WY AROAELIE N




ciutapult or mose probably a sparsow,
Bur we tock it home and it died
mercfully the nest day under our care,

The incident had a decp impression
on my mind. Ar around the same ime,
while in the same house, | ance saw
our lasdlord, who had o leechi
urchard, walking with o dead parrot in
his hand, He would rake rvepular
rownds and shoor the parrors which
would rabd hie leechi archard. T fele
mere soery the pacroes than him and |
resented his shooting the hirds. |
suppose the empathy with  birds
started then, But it eeally came on
when | was twelve vears old in Dielhi,

How caw scHoo CHILDEEN HELP PROTECT
BIRD HAlFTATS Y

Another difficult question becanse it
all depends on the sination, T think
society as o whole needs to leave
nature  to (tself
mgEnipulatimge it

It hos alwive saddencd me 1o see
schools spending so much money on
having palatial extrzordinarily pruned
gardens when all they have to do s
leive a part of the school tampus o
itself, It's good for & proportion of the
achool campus o have mees and
bushes which  juse grow  wildly
Giardens are mice but they itre often the
st disturhed habitars which don'r
allow bisds and other animals to breed
In pesce,

Hewd Wil vOuL HELR & campLTEeR ADDICTED,
AFARTRACNT UVING CHELD COMRECT WITH
MATLIRE?

Advise the purents, educate the
parenits: They must be technologically
trerate but not ematicnally)

You a0 sPeak GERMAN FLLIENTLY, YOU
TEACH IT AND NOW YOU ARE LEARNING
FRENEH, HOW DD A BID TEACHER WANT TO
O THAT?

| find  lamguage  extraordinurily
interesting.  Sound  hus  lwayy
Fscinated me, Whether it {s soumd in
rmuagic, the sound of @ bind or the
banguage we  speak. Every new

A ARTTL D 0

instead ol

language that | hear fascinares me,

Come to think of it the variery in bind
calls presents an cqually intercéring

systumis with changing persanalithes
and with varied interests: The present
school syitem  compartmentalizes,

IT HAS ALWAYS SADDENED ME TO SEE SCHOGLS SPONDING 50 MUCH MONEY
ON HAVING PALATIAL EXTRADRDINARILY PRUNED GARDENS WHEN ALLTHEY
HAVE TC) DO 15 LEAVE A PART OF THE SCHOOL CAMPUS TD ITSELE TS GOOn
FOR A PROPORTION OF THE SCHOOL CAMPUS TO HAVE TREES AMD BUSHES
WHICH IUST GROW WILDLY. DARDENS ARE NICE BUT THEY ARE OFTEN THE
MOST DISTURBED HABITATS WHICH DON'T ALLOW HIRDS AND OTHER

AMIMALS TO BRECD IN PEACE,

evolutionary problem. It all about
how use the vocal cords. | find thar
tiscinating.

AND TO FOLLOW FROM THE ABOVE
CILEST 1OR, T YO FEEL THAT TEACHERS TEXCH
T RIGIOLY STICE T THEIR SUBIECT AND
RESIST MOWING BEYOND 115 BOUNDARIES)
Lk, LETS 24, & HISTORY TEAC HER ASSHRE TO
TEACH PHYSICS)

Yes, there 1= =0 much of stereotyping
in the teaching learning sitwarion,
Despite my “ralent” and “fluir™ (note
the quotes, T speak with a certiin
amount of modesey?}, T have rasely
toand ather staff, colleagues or senior
stuff encourigimg, Your proficency in
another field becomes evident only
when one of vour colleagues falls sick
o beaves the schaool, leaving  the
children without work and a period
not lled inwith suitable staff. That is
the only satuation when the advantape
of multitesking is ackaowledged. 1n
the teaching karning sinwation there i
something  which  encournges

h!c:wnt:.'ping.

Soeone Is a strict teacher; samehocy
else Is good physics teacher but noe
very goosd mathemanics reacher. So |
am a gewd hialogy reacher, Ts it ar all
possible for 4 good biclopy teacher
w teach Gennan or teach French!
N way !

The school s a sLerentyped
envirmment. A child {s good at
langaeape, not in sclence. One child is
rude, the other i polite, We fail o
renlfae that human beings are dymamic

classifies and labels. We simply ralk
ahout multitasking and  ironically
those whas talk the mest abaout this are
e often thin ok, ot capabde of
percetving tilent in others.,

Wial woun vy criamcE asouT
EOUCATIE S P

Time we mode the system more
humiane o teachers wnd students alilke,
We need o delink it from  sovial
comstraints. . OF conrse schooling s a
aanliznyg proces and should remain s
Buit teachers and sudents need not be
shaves o social constraines,

Teachess should be free v teach withour
the construints of completing wvllabi oe
prociucing resaules in the form of marks,
Tenchers should be evalupted by how
well they neach nos anly in ferms of the
students resales, but wleo in e of how
well they motivate students m bearn,
And how well students learn s more
impartant than how much. Becnse you
can never knon everything. Bur you cin
know el m
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fent: Ameena Bataca | Mindliskds Team AT et premicred oo pelevigon methe U5 o

19479, Forty-ond veurs leter, the ides 5 raldng oot

Phidkes Sosame Warkshap
on the ptherside of the globe, Az "oalls Cialli 5im
" Sl (GGSE) Toduy, ehis highly popular shi
tnrgets children pres 2 to 6 years, scross all socio-econmmi
whanses i Inadin, Each vear, over 11 million childrer
reached throuph brosdeasteion Pogo {mastly SEC A and B,
angd Loarteon Metwork und Poro (mostly C, 1D, & E)

G55 i produced i Flindi wnd che Arse g seasons hnw
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Cn convey' the mporiang wipzles s brovwn unibrow

edvcational messages of the dav in Boombah is the purple and pinl

L CTapfA R o1 || ENTETTILTINE Wy |||'|||"-:': -'\.||:. 1% '||||!_' i . _||". e 4l
India s national symbols, the lon
Boombal 1 sensttive, loves dancing

[he coneepr of usmg m IppHts to nid cures for ks smaller Ciallisens,

L §
ertertn mred ecdusnre i |||.\,"." 15, 1|..i||." it P il ||.' FREAT Elie rest 141

povvers that allow

mdeed, & clasic format that appeal podsses mngical
o children the world over. M [Ipets hiet wndd others to trunspsoet i
wre furry, lovabile, and refatuble chnk of scenes and o chinge il
every hild wants und peed phyaical characteristics. Togerher
i

triendslike Chamki, Bodmbah, these characters complement each
Lroopdy, or Aaichoo (the main ither phvsically and soci

aracters in Lilass), The motionally gg well The "Gudli™ =
i '.\.':||:III'||III .|:.Ii|:\,"\-|_'||||.-||q_'! 1% [ I |'|.|.l that bringd chilodses
citaractess has been on mmportant frovm ol walles aof Hbe wnd nl
part o the evelurion of TS5, 1 hiuckermunds toaetlier in g sal

SULITIE 1Il'|l "'L'\-II |:I T LRI
gl its production pirtness,
NHidirech and Turmer Broadcasse

WoLS- ELm kbt Il'l'

o hamikl, the main character, s o In addition to the elesising show
siigterons S-veur-ald who spand G et Wirkshim alio: reaceban. st
s - t b i . 2 -
lar educartion {thus the sc ool et ¢ v ehelr "mission” audivnee,
||||II-I-:||| shie obten weark! and mirl which ure childeesn in undesserved

11l e TTEE TR E © e z ] ¥ =
||| i .|u.-u|| PETRE | ||. .II.-- (43 areis o '|Il:!.I.:|.IIII.'_|I '1I.!|'\-;'II.I-:

garate ). Her ppe-mute and best

. PR | i outreach initiatve. Dl s matnh
il 1 gLy A DiLe |||I||_...!. il 'll"||'-I'I_.'_|I-!I-Ir||-l||l:-'|-'-I |:|||.

i 1 § - = - + - I
whih loves wpaceships and cricket,

Coadbk Sim =im pre—se o)

Uonsidering that the miedia

und often gers bright ideas o

lundscape in 21st o tituey Lo i
very ditfereng from that of the ‘hilk
[ I"i_ the sliony secma bo have
withetioend the chall THres ol thi
s alick media fire and Békl
artention spans, [ he key perhaps
that, over the vears, sesame has

o e .|!-'||__ with tt aadiende
shesat o Cluldeen best bearn, what
L ) "'I""“-'\.'h-'\.‘\-"' r|.|_||| osk; _l|.|
the salient lsswes wid approdches for
reachisig voomp children = and has
beeen willing to constuntly adape 1o
eman relevant. 16 not that che
Y thie aame today an i wis Ml

vedrs o obr that it s every

counery. I iz thae Sesame ha

- works-with— which-kidz and & Pvgjul @l play WP b oo
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of “kire”, 1o balwadi and asgunwadi
tewchers throuwh gver 241 86
partners m s1x citles nationwide
(Delhi, Mumba, Ahmedsbad,

L henmat, Kelkotu, snd Fyderabad i

Ench kit oot 115 P v e

teachinge and learmnise materiols thae
engagre uned inspdre children and
thelt cirrerivers, Each kit foouses
prinuiriby on g leacoing domain ares
Isuch us pre-liteency, math, soience,
health; ete.) wod ol ks are sl
fiscaplinury, huilding a wide rnge

b Kancy |l\.'||-_l\.: and skalls for

hildren, Thoweh the kits arne
desigied o migment the core

cureiduly of many of the centnes,

they are vsed fregquently, Sesiin
55

WY orkshop aban winrks with an

1) NBINFIEL DS |55 1] 3010

i |'|L‘i||.'.:||| [t partner o cornckig I
mobile community viewdine (MOV)
dativities o srban slum areag, The
pctiviries are mainly focused o
hygiene and nutrition and currently

thie MOV | runn i ke g

[ 2010, the focus 1w huild
partners’ capacity to implement the
Lrabs program in their centres, T
this end, the W, tkehop provides
’.I'.:.iIIIIIE_' oy TNARLEE TrameTs in thiel
partier irganizacions and ruidea
them in moniooring and uppoiting
teachers in their use of GEGSS
materinle, This veir, Sesame
Warkshop is already working with
vt 20 NEGOs across 6 cities and
will ‘reaich ubour 0K centres and
with the Muohurasbtrg ICDS in
Mumbal and will reach 4500
centres, reaching o total of almoe

A 00 00K) childeess ehis vear, I vach
city, the drzanbiation has [rrofect
|-:'.|.‘|L'I'. wiko ks on the "';-l_'- i Lo .ri'_

who works with each of tlh

partners ws they implement the

prroveramm an the rround

Besame Work ihop has recelved
ITRLLY P five reapanaes brom
childeen, teachess, and ous pirineTs,
whe say that GOSS mareriols e
more uppeuling snd intersctive than
rhe materials avnilable in their
centres, hecping in mind thit the
NGO work in some of the mok
inder-ressureed urban areas of the
COLBEEY, 11 15 not b po UL
that £30G55 matermls would b
-|I'.||i.'I|IIIIL T | '_|,| |:_|.'|'.e'l\.ri|.-_._ RRRIH]
ultimately weali IMPTOYE 0 berest
in learning and educationnl

autcomies.

I one brabwiudi in Delhi, @centre

LS 4l ||!.|||-.' B -\."I:'\'l."‘-.'-'|||.|.ll

|

Filrlad myemmon e

shows nagres from the television
program wlong with sonps feam the
episades, on Mondays.- According

to the tem ||.':- there Cittendince |«

hzhest on Mondavs now be

chilelren expect the GOSS ok nne

tes be theee. Even more grovwn wps
corree f0 sl wo they too can ke
2 peick ot the bisscope. In
Abrrieclabad, balwadi reaches whia
learned abaus nuirition From the
harlrss kit "Gl Grow) Glow!™ o
EACOr s il '-!'!_"\,.-'-i.'l.:l.' it thiet
weekly kichdi, which they hadn's
done before, And when they don's
have enough vegerahles, patents of
'Il'.' ¢hildren it thicad centre

cantribute to thee ingredicnts,

L ontent for (53¢ 'Y vy imiriall
created b the form of o thick

ciucatingal IR '.l.'ll'iq,_ WEHLERL wal

the produet of 1 COM e ensive
coitent semitnar and several
commusstpned white papers; Th
content =eminar is 0 hallmark of
aepame Workshop's mode], i
Lerinirs fosrerher o RPErTE 0 varios
fields like eduention, health and
i to discuss the content ssu

bt nddress and the specife

har should be
-'I:l. |.lll\.|. foir thi ProgETaIm .I'll'.ll
television wnd owtreach. Thi

CONICEERTD se1mina .Il_'.||-. iy '|| ol i_'|-\.

A ARDELSE N



cantent lssues but also orher s=ge

like pormraving divorsity, handling
lumpriage, ete. Binee these is no
national curticulum for earky
chitldhood educan: i1, - SAEsme
Workshop's content diaws from
severn] resonrces sich as 1l
NCERT frarmewotk, state and
N cuerioula and suonthly
themies, and other oxizt ng models

:I. .|I:.I||r:|l'l_ III_II'_-IL' |||-||.L'1|,' .'|||

WA RN PELDS |

autside the ORI AT I e
conferred with on the develupnient
o the content. This alse underpoes
i rigaroul, fermitive research
proseess, seartimg with talking with
children about the topics the
ofprantzatinn ks interested |n
addressing, oo frod ot wehar they
think and whar their level ol
knowledge of it 15, Formartive

reseireh aleo includes tinting drafy

minterilds i real-life”
sitatione'conditions i uprpeal and
comprehension. Based on the
tormative study Ii||._".:.||__-_ 1
modifications sre made to the

l\.'l.ll.ll\. atioinal L'r (3] -\.!|||l\.l. b TH Y | ETImes,
the teams have to retorm o field-
tests repe .":'|||'.I et v gEetting

right

The LIS Hppet counterpans ol
Lhamki and € voly hove dealr

witly matters r..|'q'||u Erevm Tasi
skills like liverncy and numeeney 10
sctemer,, hyoiene, soihal skifls,
emotions and even real world
prohlems {divoree, death, Preguuncy,
vecesston! ), In addinisn, G55
TOCLISES O sues clarneeeristic of

the Indian CIEREEXT

Ulver the yeurs, some arean like

hvgiene and nutrition have ot

more §oreen fmme because of the
lorge number of |'-:'-.".'|_-|'__r_-_||||_-
diakheeal deaths and cnses of

alnntrition in-lndin. Also, TivED
the burden of o lurge ps spulation an
Himited land Epuce; miiny oF thie
epiktdes have focused on the
|1"i'.'-il..I| envirornent and the pole
cach one can play in rakine care of
it, The shivw snglemvoiirs to
celebrate India's diverse cularal
Iil.ll".l A5 |‘||"'I|I|_._||| |_'I||||i.'_" _|||.!
explicit messaping in the episodes.
Sesame 'I."n"urka:-mr seeks to create o
safe space for il'.|r||||'-_-h tor wrvy child
wiiy is warching the show. Az such,
all af the programming miodeks
oo behaviours pnd positive
solutiony while siill tickling
impattiint and rough issses: The
phitloees

the maxim “childbood should be

phy belund this bramchild

childheod' and that children ahoulid
ve scceds 0 mednl thatis age
approprite, which is not the case in

many places,

The amisunt of time childven and
teenagers spend in Frone of the TV

G BSIE D MIKDRESS 1



B COENMPUTES EOmItor i
considernble. Thus, Sesame
Wirkshop provides educational

programimning on medsa, inclading

vistnie, bt also on many ather
plactorms, becanse children are

ewring using i Cne of the main
fdren's

telestelvn progeans in the United

remsons for developing

States in 1960 weas oo reach & mass
auihenee weing g medinm tha
children wers warching bt whest
there was bittle thae was
develupmentally wpproprite fo
them. Similacly, todav in Tadia,
there are no other ingdipenns
educationil television [PrCHEr ALY
wimied ot pre-echool children. B,
when chldren do waech (and they
TR0 seamch ), Gl Galli Sim 53m
pruvides @ sibe spoce for children o
engdpre dnd fearn amidse 2 sea of
televielon showes with little

eovcational value

bBevoivd sociil

relatinns

13 MIRDEILDS FS50C 11 2000

L '.|l.".'.||';._."'.'. .l.r-.|||||;.'_ of Pk - L
with their chibdren is defmiely

encotrared. L Guee, some of tlhic

tiumoir i the show w meant o
uppeal oo grown-ups,  Juse s

I PorTane s limting screen time, o
meedeating it Parents can belp
clildven undevstand medin anad ke
iternts and lmittons even at an
early age, helping them develop
crtical viewinge skills that wall help

hout their life

them throa

Ye for classronms, the television

prresrrann is ot being distriboted 1o
schonls; only the print outreach
materiale. (M course, the popolucity
b the show i leveraged with

v (555
charocters and. with some of the
cducaional kios, AYY mareginl trom
the shone have been distributed. In

the ULS, und in other pases of the

muiteruls that feat

world, where digital plarforms are
MRS [ :"~i'\.i|_'|'l|_' EWEN T |'-|._
ichoolers, Seaume Worlsshop bas
offered various medis. Agpgain,
however, the idea is 1o reach
children with unique educariomnal

messaging on platiorms they are

already waing, that can and shoald
be mediared by prowm- ips und that
they are supplemients to, not

.'I'I'.'\II ACTITICELS FO6T, |:'|l_' ||I|'|'.'.' s im A
:l'-\.'|||IE |'|1|I.|| b |||.:' Iil{l_‘ |-||:|'| 1 |l:.|l\._
pretend pluy, vr sport; for exumple,

The Beaame Waorls hop i interested

in -\.'I'-c'.ll'rl_|_l\I H| 'H.||-|'.-|.:|.||'\-||_' Il:'- il

whcrein partners could procore ¢
educationn]l materials so there b8 e

suppart, It isalen lpoking o1 mizing

dependence on mpoane foundation

media wined approaches for preater
impaet, i luding how marerial foe
and with commmmunity radio station:
can be produced, uzing relephony 1o

addressing more of the major isnues
.'..|.l\.'|| :"'_'. |||.I|.||I |'|'|Ii||I'| n I nr
example, the Workshop has olready
been addressing major health
problems of high rotes of diaerhel
diseases and maloatntion throuzh
the hygiene and norition
prrogramoming and i looking ot

what other aseas shouled i

dedibressed for this age group

WWN L RO HLDS N



| he osrpanisation would alsa like w
purtner with the povernment in
Imeske stiti '..'I|| tn i||-_':'-"_l,!'\.:' '||-'.'
petivicy in ddvoaey around eardy
childhodad education and
development i Indin. (Most of the
'-'l.'lll=. Ll |'|"'||"|.|'." .'|'||:|| '.'||:|||_E:'|
media peslictes hus taken place n
the Ulnited Stotes where Sezame
Wiorkshop hus a lone-stinding
permanent-office. There, it ha:

nebvipcated bor policies such as Himis

WA MRDALLOS

an junk-frd advertising o
:

o ndd increases moche
rrvoumt and quality of educational

televizion programming, |

In Indiu, Sesame Workshop hus
been part of mproving the gualiny

it ]
oob gy childbood education by

'!'\.|.'\-'_ R ENTHIVE IS il WEFR

learming meaterials and mcludine

114

frAining on progressive approache

1eacly claldhood education to

teachers, desame Warkshop e also
tryine-to get more myvolved weel
arganizations such as the Cenrer o
Early Childhood Education and

(] velopment {CECEDY ut
Ymbedbar University in Mew

e 105k,

Phe approsches to teaching wnd
legrming thar are promasted hrogh
thie kits and even throooh che
tebevision show are challenring
whal s traditionally practized in

From the televidicn progrram, whick
16 the oply such progeam from and
for Indin, tio the outeench material
and prosrams, it strives o
enomiraee reachers to think
differently about how they teach,
ENCOsrage parents -t thin
differently about the purpose of
babwadifangamwads, und m SITE

|.|II||!I|.'II i || irrl 5w |:|_ aveing Iu

I.Iu. 1|,'|.'_.FL-\.||.1I. WARLE [ § |||| iy
rhe troditional notom ghour what
educption is an 1 &h .||'.| It Pkt
yosung children. Culte often they
HIT &t !-\.I'II i I'll TheT r||| L HEN
muaterinls on " reading aod writing”
tor pre-schools and they have wo
respond thit they do not and that
thiw iz not what they belicve carly
childlood educution shesld

include, und why, This is whees

Lslals comes in

ton o il Gl G
."|I|||"r:|'-i'll"|.',|'|'||}'|"ﬂ-\._;_,-_:l- .
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I was fowr sears umad ten months
sl when 1 Boarded my muost
important fighr from the USA o
binilmi. [ wes goangg i schiol, 1 had
# suircase and u lirtle hackpack with my
plaie o it My parents conldnt uffond
to ke the trip with me. 5o | was sent

with Eroup of family febends on thei

wiary e Inedea, whey would drop me offin
Mumbai with my grandunele. Frum
theme he would s me off to school =
thiree=day joummiey awvay = whene Lwsadil
b fooe tha: next r-.;.-.-‘.-. " .'.1: ars, 1 wonld see
iy parents anfy 40 months larer

The story of my going o schood acneally

stierts before this point with the story of

mmy rather unconventional mather, The
eladest of her siblings, she worked hard

b pur herself theaurh collepe. Rather

3 WINDRELDS BEUE E 2000

thau mjreylige wpody geiduatbon, she
chowe o work herdream job g5 0
schoodtraeher and augrrsent her fumalys
meager earnings. Although poos, she
grew up moa very close and deoply
spiritunl family with 4 tremendious

amount ol lowe and afbection. Years

Larer, whiens ehe lhinally decided 1o marmy
shie bronighs this ideclogy with Ler ine
b pew famiby During ber schiool
breakes, she would teawel aroawnd thie
cenafitry visiting. holy places. Tt was
during one of these trips that she ended
up-m P
located -:Il.'r.'|' in the dry onnals of the

Rayalsvema wres m Aodborn Pradesh

uttaparthy, u betle ashram

She hind such '!'Ilil:-'lul-.1 EXPETIEnCE
curime that tome thot she decided o
munke the Swaml there her gam o

spmiritio (R EN alsl SINEE . WRET) L
paritua]  reoch BT I i

hinded 3 primary school, she was
determined that her ehitdren shoubd

b the chance to wrudy there,

Mly-purents mrmied lote infife, By then
besthy of them had Bved vees full Tives
They b studied, travelid, u.-'-rkl_'nl. il
lved very '-|Il.|-:'}'l.'|||.|r|'|r.-\.|:|u|11-.-I|.| lrves:
2in

iy Father Inang hisvears past oge 2
the United States, and mv mother
I, When they r||.|.rri;_-|] SVET EE[
years lirer, it was condcanualy doge with
the imtemvtion of starting @ fumilby Tr was
o this Joving environment that my
sistiers and | were borm, We dido’s have
mvsch, but we were lenved deegly, [t s a
wonderful thing o be born into a
family that trulv swants and webenmes
vou, particularly girds, 've seen many
farmiilbes, edueared ones oo, whea Mo
children out of a sense of duty o Ty
sechdene, and often dos noe wel; e _g|r.|
chileiren: My parcnes welcomied vacl of
s foyally and inculcated o deep sense
of value for who we were. Ny farher

plived o signtheunt mle - mimng us

WA MR || D5



| ereating asafe, secure cnviromiment

of hils wirls,
i andd had lvegd in
[ IIlilI.'I\.E. mbiktes ol lI|II||'I'|. 1 until

Adehiougeh 1 was |

i L
then, my parents were determimed that

their chilidren be ||'.:..'.II|_'|: in I::_':

vear earfler, [ had seen myv bekoved

for biadha inow similar fashion,
iLE I

Ay diedied to

o Ot

LA Ty |l.

JLCHY, Ty srsteT B

sim the Surhra S

al
Schion] {rhen in oy, loter muoved e

|'-I'-|'.:|I||: e wE moine w0 heoan

By Bk ot forn
year. i o cone e b vou con albwas
come back home. Ihat wak eowsd
snougle Ao she went off | don't know

wer s liked 0 oor ndat in the

rgven hoaw haed it was fod

N
et tir MCHLSE I is wray e parly 198 s

b s extremely expiensive

ned vom were rarely puarnteed o eood
auadity line. 5o letters were how we
comiminicited. YWhat 1 do remember 1

i 5
CCiy her ouar omo :I||- ARET ALl [

over the sununer, when she woaldn
Lo :.|”-\.||I__ abwwt --||--|| anl  her

friends, It sownded magreal, We wen

YLTY .E L, AT T -:|'_I|_|-'_.'\-_..'|'||||'--_-r
| msade g sisprle-minde

When wmy

th 15 AT Jk

I
BLL KL% I!."""\' (48 iT NET.

=
Er-ancd | wessr s v

the winter b tmbed

ok, T po
onte the principal’s kp and explained m

IIl\.l "\III'l | ||.'.|| I jogn |;|_' ":_||.:|

imimiediately, she wis so impressed

Y mrbateve thint '||| Bk EE afl

vl AT I Ye (sl
Many people ha (e

parents  sanicy  anmd  chils
i o '.i'.l'-.i...:!ll: TUTTLIEEY I|||_| LANINEFL
kice over 1o a “cramed Swami,” for @

DIIIEy VUams, ”lll' THLAELY ||||_:|;

boat - Bow  moch o ARCTLEE

tsisiteed us, amd how thiey <o rkadly

;
cluss et

free, hig

the Llnited Shtes I. ir @ chean education

al ncdia. Cin o all :I.I"\-\.:'ll-'llll'._| i

EUF ITRET TIVY SEST

5, vaelt or

Oeen

of the othee kids who have
throgry this school system-amd decide
for themaclves how  miserble o

e tized we are. dn berens ob o

skl ...'.|||.|"'"'|I|' VL BUEaR -'ui_|'l VET

wie chilldren wemnt ||I.' daprh wis o hinge

comipared to the pam my parents wen

A, W ORELDS R

through, Children genecally adjuse o

'.".'.'!'.llll..l'_ SErY rasily Il.l'.l\.l_'ll_':_ |

- =|-.||||l|'r Imy I||||-'| EF SICENy Wi oy

cryimg ana praving, hognog tha shae had

done the vight thing in sending lies

child gway like that, Having siven ip

ath licr chdldren the nest yeur musi
ol huve worsened thi pden, Ter their

l\.li'lll!.'. Il the RN TTA A A T BT

VEVET 'l_lll_"..\_'ll arl ||Il\.!| LIFIMNITIRENEIE Y

fowards our gm

rthownd  educanicsn
wenny-bve vewrs Inger, the pesidis spek

o chernsebass, While it ds up to sacicry

amil iy paresits oo jucdioe i well

ourmeed out, 1 feel deep pratioude o
what those fwelve vears did For e, T un

aded very [P ol miy eisters, and am

contimindly in pressed by the qualice of

keidts v commie ot of that syste

t5 The Bt year my sister wids gone,

The Sarhva Szl School system i@ buils

AalCin i Inddian
ectucatiomn, called the (i II{-I in the

divs, voung men, mcheding prines,

GO away o the homes of el
TTIISEERS O FUFEs ol ;||| teniler e ot

||'| In these secluded :I.I- ol PR i 1§

thi .||-_'|| hyresy = sl he worws of

poverty, and pbedignce to e moms
wnd spent the next severn] veurs training
n evervthine from eombar warkire fo
the sciences, arts, and  mosic, and
spirttualiey, Sociul hierarchies wene don

ey warhy, and students humbly served

together umder their gums Oy voar
larer whien the ¥ OWETE VOLITEE e il
their riems had desmed them worthy o
the world, were they allowed to renien
hortie, Having lived busmble ves with

pengle Froim different social classe

(SHT I:._'\.Tlllll .I'\. EINE . CTOT ||||'___' i
redane oo the L 6 The

kin

i I { 5
(L -'l\.'l\..lll\.'l\.'l' Lol CTHTIEIRINESIEE Freciy

1 |l|||:'|: 1T

mk, ano ruted faely and their
with them when they secded. Thss, th
e

llll'll:-\..ll Vel LTEILLEC |'l'.|u.' ik |
1 winy between the rul { s
ATy BETWRER THE TilcE andl socety

=athya 5l Haba, the Swomi wwho badli

ducation | wene throaph
believed that our seciety thar 520 oem

b rucial, cultaral, language, relisngs,

_I|||I L} !l\.l..i |||'| I||I - .EI"\-III_' .'_|'|. [41=

N PO AT SVSTED ||L_ |-.||.I T it

back it Babance, Uhver the mast forn

UT0 EEIE ) MIMDFILLDS 3




FIRSTPERSON

five years, he has slowly and carefully
built up an entire education system
(that runs from primary school Do
postgraduate edwcation) on this same
premise, albeit with adjustments o
accommodate  todays  world,  For
exrmple, the school educarion is CBSE
Board-certified; teachers foflow the
Union Cirants Commissson (LIGC)
standards, students go home at least
twice u year to be with their families,
and our uniforms, activities and training
are indine with today's woeld. Yet there is
1 deep underlying cument of the
Gurukul system in there, Smodents
operate.  under the vows of
brahmacharya (celibacy, poverty, and
obedience). Training is as much mental
and spiritual, as it is academic. The
schedules are  smicr and  highly
regimented; and social and secroral
egalitarianism is strictly observed, There
are femmale wd made students bur they
rarely interact, particularly after age
twelve,

Life at the schood was one of enforced

simplicing. Only the most basic and
important amenitics were allowed, and
they were without frills. The education
was free, 50 a5 to ensure that any child
regirdless of their background could be
educared in the same place.

3o 1 grew up from a very young age
with a variery of children who ranged
from the local dhobi's kids to & foragn
Prime Minister's nieces. We even had a
COOWTL PTINCE ATRong s it one pont,
though youd never have known ar thar
time, becawse we had no way of proving
it - and 1t didn't maner. Over the course
of the owelve vears that T was there, we
wore the same basic elothes, are and
siept on the bare floor next to each
other, ok cold-water baths every
murning, washed our clothes ourselves,
anid saw ench other through the worse
of teenage angst. In thar school, thene

6 MIRDFRELDS [550E 11 2010

was no such thing as privacy. Life was

lorgely equu[ﬁ'-l':d.

Each child coming mbo the school was
allowed o bring a single, small suincase
in which all hiz'her worldly possesions
had ro fir. Luggage was searched on
entry, and contraband items inclucding
arry Hashy ar opulent clothing or jewelry
was removed. No outside foosd was
allowed. Fach of us was given a
mittress, & pillow, and an open shelf of
abiout one half-cubic-meter for our use.
That was the extent of our possessions.
Mothing was hidden from the world.

Chur days started early with 3-4 AM
cold water haths, followed by moming
prayers or suprabhatam. As a child,
rutiming water and eleerriciy were =il
major problems as they still are in many
Indian villages. So we all had ™ find
wiays to collect, store and mtion our
water until the next time we could ger

water through our taps.

In many ways, our upbringing wasn't
thut different From o local village scheol,
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yer it had the same standards as a
cutholic boarding school, Our day was a
mix of praver, board-certified
schoolwork, and some playtime,

What wees unicpue aboart the schoal
wasnt the routine - it was the
enviromment we were browght up in,
From the age of 5, we were raught to
mediture and st still for extended hours,
We were encouraged to spend maost of
the day v silence. Hymins from the
various sacred rexts of different religions
were chanted repularly throughout the
day {we were taught that all religions
were the same). Religous holidays from
all the major religions were celebrated
with great pomp, Becouse the Swami is
such a well-known figure, millions of
people  from  around  the  world
congregate in that small area all the
time, 30 we prew up from 3 very young
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ape hearing and interacting with people
of obsoure lands and tongues, from
every possible class of society, el we
had interesting people visit us and give
talks. Its hand explaining to people that
although you grew up in a village with
very little money, you learned how to
play the bagpipes because some well-
meaning Scotsman had donated a
Scortish brass-band o the school, or
that your gradustion speaker was the
President of India, or thar you've
watched a cricket match played by all
the major cricker stare. Yet we had no
television or computers, we had to use
OUT OWN IMEETALenS B eniertn
ourselves, Drama, debate, art and masic
were d regular part of our lives,

Further, we all had g Tineup ol choses
that contributed to the schools
pcdministration. Starting in Class ¥, we
started to have responsibilitics that
progressively increased, s we ot obder.
Senior srudents became gradually more
respansible for the welfare of their
juniors and the school, such thar by the

UIMCASE N WHICH aLL HISHER WCHRELD
; 126 ARCIUT ONE HALF

HEDEN FROM THE WORLD

time [ grradunted at age sicteen, puided
by our dedicated teachers, my twenty-
five classmates and 1 were largely
respordible for the well-being of one
thousand twe hundred children ranging
from ages five 1o seventeen.

Seill, growing up in esch a unigue
environment has its disadvantages. We
seill missed our parenes and longed to
be home. Chur teachers weren't the best
scncdemiciang; many of 2l were these
out of devotion to the Swami and
because they were walling o conrit i
the rigorous monk-like lifestyle
demanded of owr sraff. Withour any
outside help, and competing against
schools that had acces o bener
resources, we had to rely on hard work
and each ather to hring nur academic
quality up to par. The highly regimented
ronatine offten got to be too much o deal
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with, particularly when we became
tecadgers and bonged to break awy and
explore the waorld. | alsn remember
bedag humgry all the time, partcularly
once [ hit puberty. Three square meals
just did not All me anymore, Most
ditficult of all was secing 2 world pass
by outside the gates of the school that
vou cotld nedt interact with, Sometimes

adults, had no idea how w parent us,
They still meated us like children,

Mot finding peers however, proved 1o be
a boon of sorts. What T couldn't find
autside, 1 started to seek ingide. Cher
time 1 learmed to wvalue my
independence and values, and slowly
tound a way to cope with my
environment. 1 also began to look

joined the military, drove buses and
cleaned toilets, taught science to slum
kids, becamie o paramedic, wore @ suir
and went to work in a slomeraper. | Fved,
worked and traveled extensively in four
continents, using my wits and & whole
lot of good heck and grace. T often made
barcly enough money to survive, but |
was hapgsy, which is more than anyone

RCT RO PEERS HOWEYER, PROVED 10 BE A BOON OF 50015, WHAT DU T FIRD COUTSE | STATED T FEEER INGCE OVE
NRAE | LEARMED O WALLIE MY INDEFENDENCE AND VALUES, AN SUOWLY FOLUNDY & WAy 0 COEE WITH Ry ENVIRES AL L5
BEGAN TC1 LEOIK BEVSMD WY AISE GROLP FOR PEERS, AMD SOLRSHT OUT PESPLE | 'WANTED T ERNLILATE

the most beautiful I:Eljl'lg WETE B0 TIEAn,
and yet so far away, At the same time, |
gained & mmemendos amount of
confidence there, Having been exposed
ta 0 much through the gates of the
school, | longed 1o pet out and explore
the world, and finally fulfill the dreams
I had builr over the years.

But the hardest part was vet 1o come.
Leaving school was the hardest thing 1
ever had to do in my tecnage years,
Suddenly, the family [ had known for
the majerity of my life was gone, At
sixteen, | found myself back in Los
Angeles, with parents T didn't kenow well
and a culture T was il prepared to deal
with. Everything was new 1o me. The
first ew vears were the hardest. T had no
friends and 1 could not make sense of
my  surroundings. The sheltered
ernvironment | had grown up in had
reinforced  habits such as honesty,
modesty, trustworthiness, reammo©k, eic,
Yer the real world seemed o be
comsistently moving in the opposite
direction. People weren't honese, modest
or trustwarthy, and we hadn® been
tanght how to deal with people like this.
We had also grown up withour a
tebevision of radio, so the popular culture
that is such a big part of collepe life
escaped me. The mounting frustrations
cised me to be continually depressed
because | couldnt relate o people in miy
peer group, We didat drink, smoke, ear
fast food, or date, all of which ane
stalwarts of American culture. Whar
Wils worse wits that my parents, who had
Inst us ar five and gorten us back os
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beyond my age proup for peers, and
sought out people T wanred 1o emulate.
Until then o rather carefree child, |
threw myself into studying the world
around e as best 1 could, 1 talked 1o
unyome whao could give me sune advice
ot surviving, The best advice 1 often gos
wis from elder men and women in the
senbor centers where D volunteered. They
had lived i all, and they told me the
things they wished they had been mid
when they wene kids, *Tike risks while
you are still young!™ Do something you
lowved” “Make gm-d MEMoTIes  Now,
becawse that's all you will live on in your
old age,” they reld me, And I listened.

At nineteen, 1 made one of the most
important decisions of my life. | decided
that 1 was an adult and 1 had to make
ey life count. T wasn't going to spend it
doing things that didn't matter to me or
speak to miy hﬂn'.f'r'lm"il'lg fevrswirdd (For
as bong 4 | could practically afford it) 1
would only do things thar 1 rruly
believed in, and would fnd a way o
survive on the lictle it gave me, This
decision foreed me to look past
conventional jobs and paths in life,
While my classmates rushed to sign up
for jobs that provided sabilisy and large
incomes, | quietly set about fulfilling my
checklist of dreams.

Ohver the next ten years, [ had dhe best
life education a twenty-something-
year-old could ever want. My life in
Indiz had prepared me to survive
amywhere and 1 pushed that maining to
the limit, [ did every job imaginable;

cum ask. My parents, ar first angry and
then  baffled, somchow  smved
thoroughly suppostive. { Today they are
proud of what T have done with my
life.) In berween my trips and bouts of
whatever illness 1 had brought home,
they took me in and got me up again.
During a year-long trip through the
slums and villages of India, I found my
passion in life, T decided that 1 was
going to dedicare my hife to improving
infrastructure {wates, sanitation, and
energy) in the developing world. With
fengwed vigor, | returned 1o the U5
study under the best in the world. And
I kavent looked back since, All of this
started with an education thar was
rather  uwnoonventional, sometimes
ridiculed and frustruting, bat provided
me with the best foundation ro live my
[ife wrell.

S0 here are my closing bits of wisdom,
Have faith and dream big You are
capable of dotng remarkable things if
you put your mind to it Show up in
vour own life and be responsible for i,
Make your life counr, becanse you arc
the oaly oive whe can. Follow your heart
and your pur; though wse yoor head
when you need . You will never go
wrong, If vou are ever successful, be a
mice person. No one appreciates a mean
person, however suceesful they mighe
be. Practice gratitude. No one got 1o a
point of success withoue loes of help. Be
sineere. [t is the quality that everyone
locks most for in others but rrely mlks
about. And, as Gandhi said, be the
change you wish to see in the world. »
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ur' ear atoppoed oo the
eide of the road o

ereet three travelers on

a motoréyvele.  Angnd
Rapoor and | got down.  He
imiroduced me 1o the travelers, 117
studenis interning &1 the schools
in Adorhane, and theis privfessor, We
stod  there o oo little rain and
ralked abour the work bemg done
in Aghane, 4 small village thres
valled

Eimbhe in Maharashtra, The road

I'l"'.|."'| |I|| Erdarh a lbow'n

WHLE LA E TNy ALTH | I III.' TIRINM

exceeded loeixons.

I had mier Anwiad through an email
e wrote to me after reading about
my high school experiences. Since
| wis coming to Pune amvway, |
had written that we
Another

Tambe, who does o lot of work

must  mees
friend of mine, Rajiv

with children and  parents in
Mumbal, also ac ompanicd me,
We boath had deven toManchar, 3

tovwrnl phoat 60 km from Pane, to

i i
[ 1T 1] It ] | |
Tis 1 T 1
=] i | [ i {

visit Anund and  his coually

dedicared wife, Kusum Karnik,

Anand and Kusum have devored
their life to working with adivasks
I bk

preanization is called “Shazhwat”,

in vills

ires near Alanchar,
and among e many acrivieles
beneficting the adivasid, it has
gstablished two residentinl sehoobs
tor children = one foe prades 1 ta
$ ond another for grades 5 throurh
1& [ was looking forwaed o
meeting the adivisl childeen ar

these schonls,

Earlier, we had picked up Anand

and had cstareed  the drive o

Aphane. The road wis maostly

paved [the vesult of many vears of

maddentngly panent work with
the government} bur it took d long
time. Lieatetul men would stop the
car ofren, To preet Lnanc

kept
Anand would just smile,

“Because of vou...” they
AN

pat them on the shoulder, and say,

T L = AN = AL
i -
i [ -'_ : 11

Tesd angd Phstes: Daaranay Joss

*lake cure of vokrse |t I I'.“l. l\..'||||
f Anand’s
quarry,

Shashwat b teaching adivasis the

by ro ralk with one

workers at @ where
art of cultivating and growing fich,

['heir farm land having bees

submerped by the dam, Fshing
provides alrernarive lvelihood 1o

these fishermen, We move an

We pass through a village bazaar -
s wrekly EVERE Illlil\. i the onlv
opportunity for villagers to gather
supplies for the Men,

childeen carry

weck
women snd sniall
little sacks on thetr shoulders and
heads, and walk miles,
thets

determination in thelr hearte, 1t s

the roiny season but cthar doesnt

Lhey have

emiles on LILEER Wl

stop these hardy people. The car
weaves through & smuall sea of faces

and animalz,
We reach Aghane evientually, and

decide 1o visit the primary school.

There are four clossrooms and we
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walk into one. Inobe the second

prade ¢laseroom, The children are
sittimgy on small  chawis  with
tatrered books: and
slates, 1 had learned like this

myself when | was in the second

sumewhat

grode,; The children srand up with
rekpeet. | have taughe in the 1L5
pnd  this  show of  respect
overwhelms me: They knew we
wierg  Ccoming.  The teacher is
ceaching them o collection of new
words, One student reads the word
and the orhers tepeat aloud, The
tirse stadent tinishes the collection
oF abour fwenty words, Eager
hands shoon up and sav, "Me next,
me next!” | want to hide my Tising

[Cars.

Rajiv jumps up, goes to the front
of the class and says, “Ok, it is my
rurn wow.” Rajiv baz: 8 huge
collection of pames he uges 1o
teach Math to young children of
varying ages. T he game he uses i3
tescinpting, He sayz, *T« |.||:- e
and 11 i equal to ten. [ snap once
and it i equal to one. The game
is this: recopmize the number [ am
children are

watching intently and wuiting for

making!™  The

the rame to begin. Rajiv claps

twice and snaps his fingess twice

The sharp-locking child ia frong,

coneentrating ||'|r-;.'||:-|:|.}'. rarses his

WA NIKOHELES IV

hand. They have been taught mot
e speak until asked. Kajiv asks for
the answer. He savs, chest heaving
with pride, "Twenty-tws," Mo
calculators necded! My duughter

had made up many packets of

ciundy wrapped in a bag tied with o
cedareul ribbon, T give o prize 1o
the child and his eves light up.
|.'.".L|:|!||.||'|_l.'. EVEryOne gers o prize
We migke sure of that, We vidi all
classrooms  ond  play  different
games. The fourth prade elassronm
even pets o lirtle lezson in long
divisiom from hoth Rajiv and me.

It was goon lunch time: There 14
“one” Adivasi woman making the
luneh, conzisting l.:-!'-.]'.u.p-:lll:m.'-.||11:|
anid dal, for ll"t'll':':l.l.-'lll.'.']'!ll.' children
have all their belongings in a small
trunk: st the back of the
clussronms, They run and grab a
thali from their trunk und they are
served lunch. 1 hear no comploints
{PMo: cries of "Can we ypa to
MeDonald's instead?™).  We eat
with Anand and the (ood tastes

heavenly, Eajiv savs, "1 don't wanr
coopo hack. Can we stay heref”

We return to some more time with
the children. This time they sk us
quescicms. [||r_'.-' wiant to  know
where we came From snd whar we
do. 'I'|||.':|' want us to tell them &
sEOY. Rajiv oblires and tells chem
2 ghaost story, They gigole mighrily,
It was time for ue to leave. They
ilng us o couple of poems rhey
I sing with them,
atlently, remembering that 1 had

have learned
5
dso learmed them once,

| recall whar Kusumtai had said
when we met, She had saad, “lt s
more tham what they are leariing
schoolwizse; it is what gives them
jov.” I remember telling my own
dangheers to “fnd ill_l'hil:l whatewver
These childeen  are
enpared 1 doing jusr that. Te s
wonderful work,

they o

We leave. |1 promize myself thar [

will ane day retuen to stay...m
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Choices that Overwhelm

Though all hurmons shane 0 Dosio nesd and dasire for choics, wa gant ol e choice in e some plocas or 1d
Ihe same extant. in reolly, mony choioes oe betwesn things fnat are nof that much difensnt. At TEDGIoba
SO0, Arrearcen wiiter Bhaano eéngel sxpionss e ot of chioosng

e first day in H}'n!:r.lfp[un,l

wenl oo restaurant, and |

ordered a cup of green rea with
sugar, After a pause, the waiter said,
"Ome does not pat sugar in green tea,” "l
kiow." 1 sabd. “I'm aware of this custom,
Bur 1 really like my rea sweer” In
response, he gave me an even more
courteous  version  of  the  same
explanation, "Chne does nob put sugar in
green tew” "] understand,” | sabd, "thar
the Japanese do nor put sugar in their
green tea, Bue I'd like to put some sugar
in my green ted,” Surprised by my
msstengy, the witer ook wp the e
with the manager, Pretty soon, g lengrthy
discussion  ensued, and  finally the
manager came over to me and said, T am
very sorry, We do not have sugar” Well,
since 1 couldn't have my ten the way 1
wanted ir, | ordered a cup of coffee.
which the waiter brought over promptly.
Resting on the saucer were two packets
o srgrar,

My failure to procure myself a cup of
sweet, green tea was not due to o simple
1||i='|.l:|u.‘||:rﬂl'.u:|-:|i.l'|g. This was due 1o a
fundamental difference in our ideas
gbout  chojce. From my American
perspective, when a paying customer
miakes o reasonahle G E T Tased on her
preferences, she has every right ro have
that request mee. The American way,
guote Burger King, is to "have it your
way, becuuwse, a5 Starbucks: says,
i!I|:'||'|-:|:li:|||.':n:5. i3 i1 ymar chidess,” But from
the Japanese perspective, it's ther duty
to protect those who don't know any
better - in this caze, the ipnotant gaijin -
i minking the wrong choice. Lets
face it the way 1 wanted my tea was
inappropriate  according to cultural
standards, and they were doing their best

i help me save Face,

Americans tend o Chelieve that
they've reached some sort of pinnacke in
thee way they practios choice, J'he:_}' think
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that choice  as seen through  the
Ametiean bens best fulfills an innate and
universal desire for choice in all humans.
Unfortunately, these beliefs are based on
mssumptions that den't always hold true
in many countries, tn many cultures. At
times' they don't even hold true ar
America’s own borders. I'd like w
discuss some of these assumptions and
the problems associated with them, As |
dhir 3o, | hope vou'll srare thinking about
sume of your own assumptions and how

they were shaped by vour backgrounds.

Firar assurnption: if a choice affects
o, then you should be the one to make
it. This iz the anly way to ensure that
vour preferences and intenests will be
st J'ul.l}' wecontnted for, 1t is sssential
for success. In Americs, the primary
lowcus of choice is the individual. People
st choose for themselvs, sometinmes
-!-1'ii"|s,i|:|g tor their puns; mgﬂ]’q:ﬂuxs al what
other people want or recommend. Ir's
called "being true to yourself.” But do all
individuals benefit from taking sich an
anrrmr.h to choice? Mark Lipper and |
didd g sertes of stadies 0 which we
songrht the wnewer o this very question.
In e study, which we ran in Japantown,
San Fransisco, we brought seven- o
nine-vear-obd  Anpglo-  and Asian-
Armerican chiliren intn the laboratory,
and we divided them up inte three
ETOUpE,

The first group came in, and they
were preeted by Miss. Smith, who
shiowed them six big piles of anagram
puzzles. The kids pot to choose which
pile of anagrams they would fike o do.
And they even got to cheose which
marker thiey would write their answers
with. When the second group of
children came in, they were broughe
the same room, shown the  same
anagrams, but thizs time Miss Smidh told
them which anpgrams o do and which
murlkers to write their answers with.

Mo wtven the third group came in, they
were told that their anagrams and their
and markers had been chosen by their
mothers. In reality, the kids who were
toded what to des, whether by Miss Smith
at their mothiens, were actually given the
very same activity, which  their
counterparts in the first grouy had freely

chosen,

With this procedure, we wese able to
ensure that the kids across the three
growps all did the same wctivity, making
i easier fir us to gL FIL'TﬁIIl'IIﬂI'I.I.'.“l!'!.
Buch small differences in the way we
adminirtered the activiry vielded srriking
differences in how well they performed.
Anplo-Americans, they did two and a
bald Hmes e anagrarns when they ot
to chaowese them, as compared o when it
was chosen for them by Miss Smith or
their mothers, It didn't matter who did
the chosing, if thee task was dictated b
another, their performance suffered. In
fact, some of the kids were visthly
emburrassed when they were told tha
their mothers had been consulted. One
girl named Mary said, "You asked my
micsther="

In  contrast,  Asian-American
children performed best when they
believed their mothers had made the
chioice, second best-when they chose for
themselves, o least well when it had
been chosen by Miss Seaich, A jrir]
mamed Narsumi even approached Miss
Smith as she was leaving the room and
tugped on her skirt and asked, "Could
vou plesss el my oy T ki it juss
like she said?” The firse-generation
children were strongly influenced by
their immigrant parents’ approach o
chonee, For them, choice was not just a
Wiy of -|.||:|".|||i:||g and asserting thew
individuality, bur 2 way 1o crean
community and hanmony by deferring to
the choices of people whom they truseed
anad respected. If they had a concept of
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being true to one’s self, then thar self,
most likely, composed, not of an
individual, bur of a collective, Success
was just a5 much about pleasing key
figures as it was abour satisfying one's
own preferences. O, you could say that
the individual's preferences were shaped
by the preferences of specific others,

The assumption then that we do best
when the individual sell chooses only
holds when that self is clearly divided
from others, When, in contrast, rwo or
more individuals see their choices and
their outcomes as intimately connected,
then they may amplify one another's
success by tuming choosing into a
cllective act, To insist that they choose
independently,  might actuatly
COHTPIOTSE boeh ehetr perbormance and
their relationships: Yer thar is exactly
what the American paradigm demanda.
Lt Jeaves litele room for interdependence
or an acknowledgment of individual
fallibility, It requires that evesyone treat
choice a5 a private and self-defining act,
Peaple that have grown up in such a
paradigm might fnd it motivating. Bur
it s a mistake to assume that everyone
thrives under the pressure of choosing
akone,

The second assumption  which
informs the American view of choice
goes something like this. The mooe
choices you have, the mere likely you are
tn make the hcs: chodce, Let's test this
assumption by heading over o Eastern
Europe, Here, 1 interviewed people wha
were residents of formerly communist
countries, who had all faced the
challenge of rransitioning 10 o more
democratic and capitalistic society. One
of the most interesting revelations came
not from an answer to 4 question, but
from & simple gesture of hospitality,
When the participants arrived for their
interview I offered them a set of drinks,
Coke, Diet Coke, Sprite - seven, to be
EXICL:

Dhuring the very first session, which
was run in Busta, one of the prrticipants
made a comment that really cuught me
off puard. "Chh, but it doesn't maner. [r's
all just sodp. That's just one choiee.” 1
was 30 struck by this comment that from
then on | started to offer all the
participants those seven sodas. And T
asked them, "How many chodces are
theset” Again and again, they perceived
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these seven different sodas, not as seven
choices, but 45 one chotes soda or mo

soda.

For Eastern Europeans, the sudden
Iﬁﬂabiﬁl‘}' of all these consumer
products on the marketplace was a
deluge, They were flonded with choice
before they could protest thar they didn'r
know how to swim. When asked, "What
words and images do vou associate with
choice?” Gregors from Warsaw said,
"Ah, tor me it is fear, You see, | am used
e 0o choice.” And Thomas, a young
Polish man said. "l den't need ewenty
kinds of chewing gum. I don't mean m
say that I want no choice, but many of
these choices are quite artificial "

In reslicy, many choices are between
thirges that are not thar much different.
The value of chosce depends on our ability
to perceive  differences between  the
optioms. Though all humans share o basic
need and desie for choice, we don't all see
chodee n the same plices or to the sime
extent. Whien someene can't see how one
chiice is unlike another, or when there ane
ton many choices to compase and
contrast, the process of choosing can be
confusing and frustrating, Instead of
making bemer choices, we  become
overwhelmed by choice, sometimes even
afruid of i, Choice no longer offers
apportunitics, but imposes constraints.
It's mor a marker of bhertion, but of
suffocation by meaningless minutine, In
ather words, choice can develop into the
very opposite of everything it represents
in America when it is thrust upon those
wh are insufficiently prepared for it Bur
it is not only other people in other plices
that are feeling the pressure of ever-
increasing choice, Americans themselves
are discovering that unlimited choice
RIS MATT Airactive in theory than in
practice.

We all have phvsical, mental and
emotional limitations thar make i
imposgible for us to process every single
choice we encounter, even in the grocery
store, let alone over the course of our
entire lives. A mumber of my srudies have
shown that when you give people 10 or
more options when they're making
choice, they make poorer decisions,
whether i be healeh care, investment,
other critical arcas, Yet soll, many of us
believe that we should make all our own

chaices and seek out even more of them,

In her essay, “The White Album,”
Jean Didion writes, "We tell oursebves
stories in order o live. We interpret whae
we see, sélect the most workable of the
miiltiple chotces. We Tive in enirely by
the mpesition of a narrative line upon
disparate images, by the ideas with
which we have learned o Freeze the
shifting phantasmagoria which is our
actual experience.” The story Americans
tell, the story upon which the American
dream depends is the story of limitless
chuice. This narrative promises so much:
freeclom, happiness, suceess, It bays the
world at your feet and Y5, "You can
have anything, everything.” [¢'s a grear
story, and i's understandable why they
wiuld be reluctant oo revise it Bur when
vout tke a close look, you starr to see the
hioles; and you start to see that the story
can be told in many other ways.

Americans have so often tried to
disseminate  thelr ddeas of choice,
believing that they will be, or oughe to
be, welcomed with open hearts and
mins. But the history books and the
daily news tell us it doesn't always work
out thar way. The phuntasmagoria, the
actual experience . that we try to
understand  and  organize  through
marritive, varies from place to place. No
single narrative serves the needs of
everyone  evervwhere.  Moreover,
Americans themselves could benefie
Feom INCOTporating new  perspecrives
into thekr own nareative, which has been
d.l'h'ing their chadees for so long,

No matter where we're from and
what your narrative is, we all have a
responsibility to open ourselves up to g
wider array of what choice can do, and
what it can represent, And this does no
lead 1o a paralyzing moral relativism.
Rather, it teaches ud when and how o
act. It brings us that much closer to
realizing the full potential of chiotee, o
inspiring the hope and achicving the
freedom that choice promises  but
doesn't always deliver. If we learn w
speak to one another, albeir throapgh
translation, then we can begin o sce
choice in all irs stranpeness, complexity
and compelling beauty. m

TED Ceas wortt
Soreading
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THEECLECTICDOCTOR

Cr. Bhanu Shankar Mehto wears many

Pathologist-playwright-outhor-social activist
wal did e Hdrcila Bhadas

eplthets with elan and grace|
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activigics of & curlowsly named Hterary
clubh  and  reliriously  amfends  the

. W i 5
skl meEihks { recitils ) or v II i

CELY 15 renosTed,

NMehta ol

s ved anvtiins but
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a sterile medicos ke

areers and passions read like a

1
i :"-_'|'-_:;-.|-.'|' 15t ot coll

- compatrios of his time, set oof o
sUlypeces; Histiory, Miaths, JAarsLIe OpPOrTUnIthes inosn unkendlia
Biology  Drama, Geoeraphy, territory, Flakhme s Masters o
gl Literature. In each one b he famous Sanskrit ¢ ed L.

ik troim Allahabad Ulniversicy, Mlamilal
excelled .
1

LW | Ll reta .I'.II I im L0

Giugarat. He instead marmied the
|'--l'-|| l"i"!l"!l ] ..|_-._.\|||‘|:- |! hiber o T |'I i ||"‘1-I:'|'

irrival into this world was murked by il sertled down in Banam

i 100-run salute’, Hiz erandfather, thi

supenniendent of Palice of lawnpaur [he Maaear Brahemai commanisy of
districr, ensured thar the Festiviries Gifarat proudly distinguishes jrscls
varking hag st prandehild’s hirth From - other Beabiman o i
beftted s ow |".\.EIE--I|_|-_l_"‘1_:|||i-_ STt AR themaelve

| could not help but smile when thi progressive wid cndowed with arrisae
T A I r }
DCIOEEnarian  cind i o cresp @il kill. Amy Masear would prosdly el
|

ilhnki=5 I .\,...'Il"!.: 1 |
1huis et i thy, "Haue | have m . b el ik A Fhelr

reserenes o runs inomie! commumty hnve exqual richos 45 men
Ir e ""-\._|--__|: fashiok Munifn
We sit surrounded by 3 vist aca of I RS 15T Koundan Bewiwar,
bosks s [ Mebhta recounss his i EBinakh Maasit (b
lifetimeo o CXpHOTaTIonE. ."-|_'- biagelar & Promm Lsupiral wiis

wvice of Haju Uhabalam

3 10Hl-gun sahute o the wiell-kaown 1 plain elothes and san

naenies | sed on the books' gpines, It

fowry A lnss barriem dre unoommo
.||..- it take li g T ||:_ e ot that s QR ssive world o .\-.I-:_.II'-
Dr. Mehta spends most of his time It [hiz marvispe did not chang:
his study, He kniows liks sanctism wel Wl anilaly decision to teach i ek

enough to hish ot the --|._.|-|r MM S zchool, where he would laver become

time he stretches our his band the headmaster,  Two contrasting
waorld: an dustere Father’s smple
taztne dav clreax 1953, A Dr Meheas Hie story soon bertns to ity house and the ki Lnteril
1 |":|'Ii |I'“|" L1 iim. o 'I' unifuld before me the e !'l 'l'l"-:'--l Erandiat e luvish :.llull i1 Fanase
tracition-boond oty 118 patwently pieture his tarther, an eradite school tusest casiby in the voung Dy Mehs
for lowrs o his Eaborratory, testing teacher  whe  had wved  from Ikl .
amnples and wrinng reports Une Junagurh o Bunaras: m pursoe
evening comes around he rushes o Samadertt studies 1 his adalessoeiioes. A I 33 wall S
thie "Lorty Drrum wacty, where hi a farherless bow, bving in Tanagarh impreseions G Carel riw yiea
ind takes on an Manilal  Vaccharajaa s dn in Banaras, L am reminded of just how
ibe ..II' chaetar CHOPCHTTIERTY whin .:-:.I|! Mlumshi imch Tife in th cltv has ||_|"_,L___ I 141
dcademic articles A '||'"l:.I|_ a rich "seth of Henora aounds of generators, onkine h L
cionlng  lar  bevond anmouneed @ acholorship o deservine mid Warnr  televisions  comme
gr aver one hundned Indinn bovs who wished o pursue tiroigh the windaw, as 1 imagine the
||l, consrdinint thi Migrlier smidv. Muntlal packed 'I-|I.I__'- irebres 1% T T wlich
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weeks before it began every fall (The
k- Ramnagnr Bumbeelis were and
continue to be an exerovaganza). This
was i time when vou eould spend long
hours  munching
wittehing the river Crangn Howe by,
while precariously perched oa the
rulway track of the Duffernin Bridge
The Bamaras of Dir, Mehe's vowrds was
bree of plastic refuse and ubigquitous
prrlution, But life was  por  afl
tocsthoose, The anti-British  Sarkar

:u-fullllll:"" .IIIII

meverment wis at an all-time high and
our sctogenaran, despite his middle-

class upbringing, participated in it.

I Mehta

Lr|r.-|lll\.!I|'EI||'I-€T. rI'.l' Imfam '.l."'r-u l_'.|r||l,'.‘| '||'||'

mentions  thar s

citle of ‘Sahab’ during the Baj rimes,
retired voluntarly From the p Jice to
serve the Uity Municipal Board in

Viranasl, Despite his associition with

44 MSNDTIELDS IEGLE 2010

bows loanped toowatch ' Hamleels”

the PBricish, 'Sahabh’ one evening
unfurled the [ndian I|_|!_-'| atop rhe
Municipal Board Office. Die. Mehia
emphasizes, “The people s not
pramst the Bricish, bur apuinse rhe
avarein, We were not apainse the Croras
or the White Hace but spainst the
discrimination The frecdimn
movement also brought with thiz an
imher awakening, people beégan o
question  themselves abour  wha
freedom means i them personnlly

and collectively as a nation.'

Fellinwving their seniors, voung boye ot
Huarshchandea High School, whers
Ere. Mehi studied, raized sbogans like,

Bl oo, Laal Papdi Phenk [l

(Rhwyming in Hindl as sloguns do
Wine, Twa,., Dhscard voor Hed
Turkans!"Y, In junior schood, De. Mehea
wore 1 roundd . cap (signifying his
position) but by the fime he graduated
i llass WV he throw his cap in o
bonfire: e Mehea remembers the sad
dav when he read in the newspapers
about Bhagat Singh's death sentence,
1 could not, and did notr ear,’ he
recounts; This inuoer explodation of
freedom and ity meaning continued
with himy till his college vears in
Lauscknow, where he moved in 1941 1o

[uFste higher edusation.

I am impatient fo léarm more aboki
the next stage of his Iife in Locknow,
but D Mehta does not wish to inove
it go dquickly, Hle mulls osver those

years s long ago and starts speaking

abour his erandmother, who was his
first teacher. Leoming from her was
organic. She had songs for every
veesion and would sng religious and
seclnr - sings  throughour the  day
while dolngr her daily chores. Another
influence was his neighbor, D
ahehha Bam who also edited " Buaras
Akhbar’. D Shobha Bam's spacious
buaveli was g world apart from his own
horme, lesprether with the
nvighbourhood children, D Mehta
enacted famons roles ot D B
home, wrote simple scripts, desipned
costumes, and |l|.'|.'||:||'|':|.';|.."”'||h = Wit
wie wncerstond from Treedom’™ To be
ahle to express  freely..” School
teachers, i luding Videshwni
Kamlakar Cabubey,
Sanjiva Bao and Chandt Prasad were
not feachers byt punes, Each of them
pdded unique dimensions o their
students” intellecteal, artitic  and

sparitun] jourmeys

Honeree, TP

Determined to unravel the
mysteries of human anatom
after high school, but unable o
pass the qualifying exam, Dr
Mehea studied science at the
ander-graduate level but never
It his focus, He sat for the
Medical Schont Exam after his
under-graduation and moved
an the next step of his journey
Secing a satished look on my
face after 1 scribble “Medical
School” on my notepad, he

macktracks agmin.

L am preerioge uaed 1o hils method. Fle
wapts B0 pay 0 humble iribure
Retracing his stepe, Dr. Mehta stars
o epeak abour g man; hig feacher,
whike name D instantly recognize: Die
Firhal Sahi, the

pidesintoalopist who waught scence o

the  undergraduates  ar Lucknow
Universicy, "A thorough pentleman,
Die. Sahnk wis alss 0 natinaalian wha
did mor mark us absent when we
missed our cluss to participate in o

PIOMEST Againe Vinebha Bhave's arrest,

WIWA MHDPELDG Y



He even congrarulored us on the
|'||_'.||_q'|'|,;.| mitufe ol our protest hut
when we requested him to repeat his
lecture; he w.i|1'||:!-|:l-' said chat Freedom
also encxiled ssenfice.” e, Meht's
|'-ri1.'|:lnz-=n '|'|Il‘\.H!M-|i|1rI 15 0 certifonte
signed by T, Bichal Sahni declaring
him u Bachelor of Scicnce.

The 3uit Indin movement coincided
with the bepginning of D Melelnas
Medical College studies, and amidst
nrrests aned o fenss .|I:|_'r|n5|,1!|_|:n_- the
‘Batch of 1947 began its classes as lane
s January 1943, J.JE':-.|I|1~|.' i CEores
study  schedule, the smdents
prrticipated in the freedom movemaent
in their sivn w Ay We wonld hoist
Indian EI-I_E atoop the histel 11||i||1in5=
much o cur teachers annoyvasee.” D,
Mehia was a ;_.:l:vl’.'d smedent and earned
scholarships mose than once during
his msedical oollege vears but the
eollege refused to promote him o
MDD The
Activithes like hoisting the Indian _I"I;Li;;,
parncipation in protests, wod open
disvussion on the freecom struppele
earned him g bad repotation in the
collepe  authorities, 'l
apprenticed under the laboratory in-
-.'|1;1I‘;.:|.' foer 4 veur and retorned hack; to
Varanust,” he says. '] hormowed Ra
1,000 aned travelled desva b Homibuy,
prarchased |..:||-.:-r:|.|||r_'|' material and se
lohoratory  in
Independent India.” He received o
fearmal dl.‘g.ll:t' i pathology almost o
decade after starting his |'|r.'||_'1i|_;_- wilen
he recerved g l:|.i|'l:|llI!|I.1 i Clinreul
|"‘.|1|1|L|u;,;_|.-

reason: - inadiscapline

cyes o

up @ puthology

."L|..I|r|:4._|_r|4.' wnd children 11.|;1P|_'|;||_-d. S0
atter medical college bur D Melieas
crentive explorations continued in the
form of wiiting - skones andd plies,
editing nevespapers and acting an
stige, "1 moved from one penre 1o
another, one mediwm o another in
seurch of true expression, Today, D
e s o his namne ghous H books
pivd - hundreds of articles written o
translated, He spent some of s
iuality time nowrishiong, the “Thalaa
Cak 'Ilin:ru.llj.- mearnng the ldlers
Clubdh, The Thalia Clish was syimhodic

WWE MIRDRODE

ol avant-garde expression in the feld
of Hterature and drama. For the clul,
e, Mehta orzanized seoinars on
theare and acred, directed and even
:I;'-rlTu“::' studied ehearre. He presented
progeammes on the radio wnd lecoured
it persomn on cultural, medical aind
socii] s,

Dir. Meheta went on to become a
highly soughe-atter pathologist
and practiced until 2004. He
wis actively associated with the
Indian Medical Association,
becoming its regiomal president
and eventually was elected as a
president of the All India
Medical Associption

As g president of the ALMAL he
truvelled o Japan where he spent tme
interacting with the locals, The other
delegates went out shopping  and
sightseemg  bug Dr Mehta
docsimented  his  expericnces and
informal interviews with the Japanese
(i his e back, he published his
EXpEriCnCes a8 Yatrn aur Yitra aloog
with Lisen Mangaldas (of "::h;n_'}-;h
Fiumadution, Ahmedabad) who wroe
i stmilar pccount on China, “These
WETE pre-infernet il cable relevision
rimes, Any kind of aceount on an
unkmown corner was welcome by
readers,

Moving away from theatre to cubtural
stistlies was natural for D Mehiea, His

vint knowledge on the tredition and
perbormntive dEPECTS of Bamleels was
the stepping stone, e Mehi wrote
andt lectored on this subjecr and
canducted research into uncxplored
aspects of Banarss' tch culinml
eraclition, He gt terether the Banarss
Coallery at Bharar Kala Bhavan, the
Elniversity Muoseum ar B.H.L, He is
alen eredited with pevaving an old and
popular - bur  forgotten  festival
(exclusive to 1%ch century Banuras),

Burtiva Mangral,

I usk him for his message to vounp
people today | |l=-||L‘hE:|.' and hurd warl,
IJI.' '-'.I:| & il b |i:|i|1lbi ot of T|||,' I_'Il_i-_'\._
Crining into the depth of vour cafling
und passion iz wonderful but to think
it of the bok and feel vour calling
wlong with hard work and honesry
miakes you yoarselt feel gond.” Ir's o
rvpical sumimer afterisoon when [ take
his beavi. A ereaking ceiling fun coals
e three lzing dogs, while De. Mehia
fislies imto his sen of hooks to read. m
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Indian girls, like any other pirks
1] I||| Y l'lll_ h 1'% I- sTidams,;

CirrdsilsrTeis dfid dixiere EIRVINT

thieir bodies, sex and sexoalivy
But until now, thete was no
rehengiv [TRIISHE AL |||.|I'II AN
the young urban Indian womsar
who s interesred in sex hut 1ll-
miovrmed of the cor ACdieoiices,
[RLRD d wnd bad, of sexual
wrote Body Talk 1

li; MINDFIELDS SE1k 2

| ran dozens of workshope in

thit centered on safe sey and =elf
PO ErITIE T "l s kesh RThE

Wei: & 1 b 1
mspalYy moadie ugh ol absoLr a

14
Wre ||:'-|_'||"-_I [CF CIEATE @l Spadt
for the participants so thae they belr
corifortable opening up abouf sex
H oweei r, h Wb o ehese T Erusl

.

I'._ _|I|||_'. CRCi 1T s WL .l CVE

thie rarls were any i

Lo
CLCERITY L0

to talk and diseuss and learn about
themselves and one another, | hes
Fadl tems ol Ljlar LR TATHE - | i their

spired mie to start an

ILICSTLOT

ITICN TV TR '_'_.""-\. N aeeiio

P '|||- R 1 '-"'._ all 'II:' __'II!- WETE
invited to werite o gquedstion they has
|||. (1T e O - A '!'il._l'lii i CRET
their parents, relationships, boys
pirls=anvthing=an a slip of paper
S then they had o pui ehis giece
af paper uIto B, | woitld then

feal bl [ hssiratiana: Mirdfieids nd Swdio Umilico

and answer them tor the whiols
class. This way, the pirls would ger
hie antorimation They wanood

reproduced i Hody Lalk--wer

! :'_|| LEh] I||.' 14y, | imment ik
roation of this book, | hey

i

ilowed e T
nuaAnsed @nd accurale
underscanding
: Lol bRl i R, T
AT rewcly koew ai

LL :.I WILRTE d o know

Wy

ripls imothos way or rec

ooy
thout having interacted witl
cived thes

1 dizn't think 1 eould

have written as uscbwl or relevint
il ook, 1 thamd | woald hav
projected my i aebleima abul
exility onto these wirls, and

that woulda't have served

ey D0

[ bath el and Kolkaen, thi
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| &AM THE CHEESE
by ot Cormmier
Par@meon Dooks

Poges 214 Poparoock

hiis yomumg adule nevved made s fies

apprzaraiice e P9TT, over 3 years
agn, What makes it quite the swory s
thie same seise of timelesness that
great books hive awayecaried. Ir'sa
supremely  well-crafted  novel  thar
effirtlessly weaves the present with the
past — nab oan easy  achicvemént,
expicially since the audience for the
bewnd £ fest an ermdite polule

The opening of the onovel sers the
readers off on the journey immediately;

{ e ey fepedd vril § e oo Ronde
1 ent NManmnrend, Macachupeerrs, g an
iy el e Mlerdnrg, Feriad, avd T
pedalfing fretonnly Secanne PO i e oded
fiwshioned dibe, mo J_II'IL':T."'-. rit feerders, pely
fw wrrped fiver andd Phe oyt that dont
WAV Toerk ana D Sanaieban wirh
creckeed ralier EvTes fo st i, A Pluin
Mikr = rhe ki wy foarher roudr wn i el
Ay g,

[ lowe the beginning - the extra loange-
senbence follmwed by the masch shorter
o, 1t setd the mood for dee sest of the
bewok wnd draws vou in for the rde
wirthout |'It'l.".'||l'|h||:. It socan followws that
it oo windy day in cold, blenk
Muossachusers, and the by om b
cyele, Adam Farmer, is setting off onos
fong LTI, Yo almost konow tha
sotmething wall |1J.|'|F'-|'r| — that e will

mt prakee ir theough, or be may make

a8 MINEFIELDS 15500 1 000

it and end ugy disappoimted by what he
finds in his destination, of h'l'lIIII.'IIII:Ij_"
else. Al g vomi o alomg, not just for
the ride bur alsebecause vou  feel
cemmtpedled to keep him .,lHr||1..||:|:|.'.

Adom’s norrative alternares with mped
coereersatones between o male character
and & therapist, also in the present
rense. [ his character seems older and
we don't know ver who he B
Flashbacks folbow rh.:' corersaian and
we oo back and forth wath the stones
riven it the bossand his ovele contimie
forward on his Jemuraaey. Are they the

saime of bwo people’

At the core of the book is che (USRI
of wlentity; wnd o gquest for i, Cormier
has .|"|.l..':l.i it here not by chanee b
desigm, Its something: udolescents
prapple with and strugyde to G, and
wy ton in tis hook T he conversations
with the 1J||.':'.1|'l'..-[ push the clracter o
revesses in his memory in order oo Bl s
the blinks. e stares stumbling on
wlues’ and the picture starts 1o fill our
And while this pourncy seems o muako
apmie  progress,  Adam  Farmer s
pedalling
determination. Bomehonw they seem fo

T with Pfuiiet

be the samie peesple, ralkang about the
same peophe, ond yer we dont know
hcr thiat 1s possible dor hoth e storjes
are runming sirmiltaneonsly,

Will Adam

destimation and find what he neads?

i = 4 Lt |
Will the characier goirg  througd
session after session of therapy 6l in

the Blanks i b mbnc Yes, thev do,

Farmer  reach  his

I am the Cheese ks nor o book with a
atary fet ean be encapsolated n s
paragraph or paraphrased o a few
sentences o entice a meader. The
regsons [ orecommend it aee that iy
II.|I|J.1II.I|."."|1.'|J.I_'¢' a great book, defimirely
e thint tukes young adule audiences
seriously and pives them o tuste of
literanere, [t's not a simple narrative oo
the woes and erovails of o teenager and
instesd reveals what real crafrsimanship
ig, Robert Cormier has pueshed imits

Crn i ;m
HIPPOCAMPUS

WA R DTS i

and it's alwave exciting when o writes
cloes that, wnd shows whar can be made
posiible. There's a cerrain mursmn chill
rex the story thot shakes you, i journey
that must end and secrets that will
tuemible out thut will keep yvou hooked.
Mooy, that's o |'ﬂ'l|'llq._l.'|||.| st read?

THE WHITE GIRAFFE

Dy LOALCEN ST 0
[z
roges 192

:[:‘ll.r:l'n'[ often pick books that leatore
animals - l'l'|"'l.'-.'i|'|”§| if It imvlves
Unpledsant sinEatisng for the animal,
Uditto wath movies, Bur mavbe it the
African world o MeCuall Simibeh
Precinus Ragmotswe | Al these ratiy
evenings with that drew me The
White Griraffe. Abso set in Adriea, thix
onie {4 sirprasngly well -etehed debur
rieed

It's thi story of & voung British wid,
Martine, whose wearld rurns TV LRV
afver her pareits’ death, Fven us ,.-|-|;_-
tries to cope with it comes the news
tluit skee hox o muternal prandmother
who fives on a0 game resesve in South
Afrlen. And Martine is tmld that her
ernndmother will now be ber caretaker.
Ehe leaves |':r|1_r||.4.|||| for South Atrhia
with much trepidation. It a bit of o
bk altydie bt Martine soom finde
that |_|-;'I.'|'|':r|_' the stiffiness of her
grandntother, the strangeness of the
lnndd amd skies, and the heaviness in ler
beary, theres o part of her that knows
she has come home,

[e's o lesig before Martine hears. of

AW, AR LTS



whispers and stories of the legendary
whire girafie. Betore long, the two of
them come face 1o face with each other.
Against the backdrop of school, a
seamingly distant grandmother amd
hormewads, Martine discovers her own
bove for the animals. Thirow in Tendad,
the Zuly tracker, Groce, his ‘aune with
foresight, Alex Du Precz, the
unlikeable game warden, Ben, the
strumge and quict boy at school, and wn
have the twists and nirns for the story
to mcander dhoough.

Whar | especially enjoved were the
artemtion . to oo demstl,  the wad
deseriptions and the pace of the nowel,
The bond between Martine and the
prirutte grows slowly as it does in real
life berween man and animal. With
arnrruely, we have to edrn their trose wnd
once we have i it an unbelicvable
feeling, Louren St John sketches it
beautifully, with the confidence of one
whir has experienced that in her own
life. A T Lk ebyes ikt more for it

SCAT

by G Hicosemy
ondorm Howss Chilcken's Books
Poges 371

a-hased  journalist  and
crugader for the endronment, Carl
Hiassan, hirs the childrenk ook
market thivd tme around with Soar,
Hiz tradition of pithy titkes contines
after the very interesting Hoot and
Flush,
The stary is once ugan set in Hizsen's
heame wirf, Florida. The protagonists,
Mick amd Marta are fricnds, studenes
el astite amatenr deteitives, as i turme
out Their sour faced wnd difficult-ra-
please binlopy teacher, Mes Starch, is
missing afver o field oip 1o Black Vine

AN SINDTTLDS W

Swamp. There is 4 fire and after the
students. were broughe o safety, M
Sturch returns o retrieve o stdent’s
mnbaler. This sct of bravery fums out 16
be rather foolish for she s not seen
again. Nick and Marta rebase to buy the
peincipals excese that she is away on a
farmuly emergency. They sooop around,
like wood slenths, pick wp o suspect in
their  clasimare,  Smoke,  the
quittessential - misfit, and land into
trouble soon enough. Along the course
ot the story, they lean that thene 16 mon
o people than meets the eve, that
appearances ean be deceptive and well,
that life is tough sometimes but people
are rongher.

Aswith Hisot and Flush, here ton, i5an
important lesson in ecobogy so finely
woven in into i thrilling advenmure, In
fact, Hiassen's books come under the
genre of eeo-theillers, Calling himself™a
comcerned member of the humn raee”,
he never fails 1o integrace that paasion
of his inte his books for voung readers,
Which is what makes themn 5o special -
not the mindbess tripe one will read and
forget, Instead, iv's 2 book ve can read,
I:I'I_iil:l-', Frl.td.n'f over amd pass on o
fricnck.

Nick and Marta solve the mystery of the
missing tescher inoa plor that untangles
o revieal plenty. All the loose ends ane
tied up and a happy ending follows.
Mention mast be made of the
hm:li.gmuni Ty af Mick d.uling with
hie fathers injury fn Iragg, his own
tenacity and refusal to break down. It
miakes the story meal while frly placng
it in roday's rimes.

Semr li_l[-l‘: Higssem's otleer two books ﬁ'u'
wourgg  resderw,  §s extremely
eontemporary and very rebevant o this
day and age. It the kind of wwory where
the wrirer wlmoat scems o ook aroumd
him and draw from what he sees. There

are jssses brewing, people srrugeling,

wirs and cen wars, Bur ehere’s also the

daily mutine of achool and termifying

teachers and fiedd mrips, When a wrirer
comes abong and tells o story where the
s witlcls can shoet, as it dives in reakiny,
Vet get a hook Tike this one, And as bong
s we have wrirers who manage thar, 1
bedieve the novel, i nothing el will not
fivce the theeat of extinction, &
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CHILOREN & THE COMMDNWEALTH GAMES

The law encowing of India's chideen Eha right to
education (FTE) camed & date. So did the decision
10 host the Commorweah Games in Defhi For the
vast mambers of put-of-school children of the city,
the L has beought no change When the schools
recpen nest week after the summer break, they wil
ket i Dedlier prepared Lo receive and retain the
thousands of childwen wha have - pither mver
enrolled of wene gliminated by (e sestem. Morwil
life &t school be any more child-friendy for those
whit have pol used 1o the cramped, aften cruel,
conditions of Delhi's municipal schools The
duthonties have made no peeparabom dor
implementing the new law, which secks i
transheem India's schools and end the apartheid
that divides private froe stabe: ne schoois.

Under BTE, all prvate schook and Eendris
Vidyakiyart wen supposed to offer one-fourth of
their seats o childen of the poor Bvng s the
weinity. Some private schooks of Delhi have done
i follmweng an earfier owrt ordes, and somie fave
i a peovigian for an aftermoon shift for the poor,
which viclabes ATE The Kendrizs Vidyalayas hae
taden no seps whatsseser and the Pratibha Vikas
Wiryalmpss, for which e Delhi prvemment screens
children at Class VI, am camping on wih this
practice, This ioo violates RTE

It -can: be justifiably argued that e scale of
Systemic chanpes the ATE demanids woeid requine
& gestation peniod of mone than e three months
thal hive elapsed since s penmulgabon. Fair
enough. But oee cannat miss the contrast in the
preparations made for implementing the RTE and
the Commonmealih Games. The authorties hive
it in an sxtracedinary efiar So stage the games In
Ocinher, Quite itesaly, no shone in Delhi has been
lelt untomed fo maks the event & hisbonc
achigvement of national gy, The conlrast betesen
e axpeathy o RTE and anxisty for the Games eveals
the afficial meaning of rational peide. Trug, the
Commonmeatth Games are @ one-fime evend
hiemas the BTE imobes 8 visl, sustained effort
Bath =2 for a massive mwestment In physical
infrastructure, Preparations for implementing the
RTE would maam judiciois deployment of available
resources and mobilisatian of new angs. Neither
progess has - begun. In the case of fthe
Commomeeath Games, officials have pone
overboard to squander & purped-up EMergency
budget to dress up Defs in time {0 stage tham.

Mol just thee venues when the Games will be held
and people will stay, bub the ofy 8 large &5
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urdarpoing expensive plastic surpery, Roads and
saewalks are being dug up and redone. Wherever
vou lnok, piles of freshiy prmhased tiles wating fo
respbace (he doesling ones greel you. Farsimong &
out; eiravagance is i Al along Wilkngon Cresoent
iriow keown atier Mather Teresa), raised flowerheds
are being instailed, For this, the beautiul and
nfienhve sweap of wedl-maintained prass stching
fromn the Teen Murti House to the Lobia Hospital is
bing nesscwend. Temaced Nlowerbeds and tiles will
cieer the stradch, Tiles seem (o B the fasaurite
dmosg contrackors and officials. Even the ones
installad only lest wear are being replaced, The
surfoundings of bndi Gate are witneszing a similar
refaying of perectly acceplabie sidewads with
pafish pemmeent Ak and sandsbone curbs. The sinny
of the Delhi Ursversity campes i probably the
saifdest, Here, an angular tall neghy stadium now
stands facing the old Viee-regal Lodge which was
restaned 1o its oviginal anchitectural ambience anly
three years agn 5L B0 efommous eapeise, Hundreds
Al mialue tdes have been cuf dows bo besdd an
liggy parking |ok Acoess 60 11 has besn provided by
destrying anather park wich, il now, marked the
unkeersity's platinum juliiies,

Mo clogbt £he chans wil 500 Settlke dowa The gitler
al tha Games will emze the memony of all doubts
and diemmas, Tre oy will go on, coping with &
enckemic problems such 25 chronic water shortage,
Air pollution snd lack ol saniation. Both the
manner and styie in which the prepamation fior the
Commanweaith Games have procesded  will
macerbate Delhi's pmblems, Lel o5 take water
shortage, for Instance. AN along the feshly tiled
sidewalks, a sinip has been feft apen for flowsr
hishes. Who will water them atter the Games? The
dned-up beds wil remind chikiren goig to school
that sustainabie devlopment & a rice siagan and
4 fopic 1o elaboeate for marks. The bricked free
encinsunes erecied by wiltome Queen Elicabeth a
few years ago along ber mote soom became
convenignt pariape dumps. During the days ahead
aof U5 Presidens Bill Cimdon's wisit, 8 mapstrate
was senl amund in & ban b fine anyone teowing
garhags on the strept Ezch fime such & g &
e, e bring back b lile the British stereatype of
Indizns a5 penple whn will stane and save for e
i order 1 spend millions on & wedding night. &
s we Fave leamt no lesson whatsnever aboa
the meareg of modemily 35 an oxeise of mason
and pedgment for human goals. Bad these been
applied for b slaging of the Commanwesith
Games, & could hawe been planned differently, with
austerily dnd warmth, to comey India's ariginal

wiElon and pnorilies a5 a nafion committed o
equality snd 3 new worid ceder,

Achoots are going bo sty closed duing the Gams,
Whes they neopem, sports will remain a5
ingcoessible and exofic. a3 they are s for the
aajorky of chidren. Plaptime will be oot in peneral,
b0 mghe up for the closire during (he Games ks
schoals which Fave the misforiune to be docaled i
Ehe vicingy of 3 stacem or prattice grounds, [
has been fough, In one such govermement schial,
the sports ground was used 101 Slonng Dissent,
teichs @ad sand for deseloping 8 neary
Commuomweaith  practice fiekl, The Games
comractor chopped down Ehe wolleghall potes and
left the proumd [bered wilh nibbish, For & whole
session, children could mot play. The coming session
proenises no relied This sohod was lucky b have a
pligpeound, Mozt schocks in Def have none, dnd
codeps studesis are only skghily better placed in
this respecl. Inspirng the young was apparsntiy not
nfemiad 1o be &0 autcome of the Games, Like
everpone else, children ware expected o a0l &
spectators of @ fve-star exfravagansa.

The RTE mepeesents the Republc's dream of
recagnising every child as an acthe kamer and o
natioesl! &stel, The law assdeowslh [Eis the
systemic condibons that must be met b eakse this
dream. These condilions wchide a room for ey
dass, special dasses for older children who wie
neser enmolled, 1:30 teacher-pupil ratio, higher
qualifications and in-senace baining for e
teacher, and & child-liendly esysonment in
schoois. A Int of hard work should - and could -
hiwe b done 0 meel 5e ATE steedands in
Dethi's schools before Apal 1 when the law was ko
coined nbe force, Now, atier the summer brma (00,
sehoces and teachers will ke no betler peenared ko
ezt this tens ol thousands of additionad children
the RTE intends ta bring intn the systam. Nos will
teachers hawe any chearer oederstanding of what it
means bo aliow childres from diverse sodo-
economic backgrounds bo study together,

Private: schools will continue geooming chidees of
the richer ciasses for elite rolis, Mol ane schaal in
Dt has emulated the example of Sister Cwil's
Festonic achievement of kameg the Loreba schoal in
Caicutla into an exermplar institution whess children
of the poor shady wah the rch, Many meporate
houses hive now enlered into the busingss of
mnning schopks. Fifed with centralised air-
conditivning and close-cimud tefelision cameras,
the’ schools are chilling symbéls of Indis's new
apariheid artture Under this iz, the poor hie
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been thrown out 5o the mangins of cties fike Delhi,
Thair chiidren are supposed 1o be conbest with the
ssb-human canditons which peevad in schook
meant anky for e poor, Tee RTE mjecls this
situation and seeks o Cransform it 5o that
edacalion becomes a mearns of acoeerating social
cohesion mther thin conflict. The govemments of
Bite, Uttar Pradesh and Madiya Pradish, amang
others, have declaned that they da nat have the
furids o mest the BTE norms; The Delhi govemment
might di the same. Mewer mind the tiles,

Arhva Humar The sethir & prolessor of nducation at
Do Lakersity and o Sormer director of RCERT. This
arlkck eriginally appeared in The Hinda)

RHGHT T EDACATION LIKELY 0 BE WATERED
il ]|

I what could end up diluting the Right to Fducation
A, the government s considenng & crucial
amerdmen| wherehy sihools will not be required 1o
admi ak appicants and can screen @nd el most
ol the students who will gain ey,

The “admizsion-as-an enlitlemant® provision wil be
limided 1o only the poor childes & the
nesgrbaumood and seats for them wil be pegeed a1
25%. Put simply, schools Wil continue o have the
ght to streen T5% of the admssions, In & major
amendmant that has been promiid by sustained
kekbwing fy private schooks. Public schools acrss
e courtry were up i amms, imssting thal the no-
sereening clise could serously affect their auality,

Section 13 of RTE Act not anly bans screening bul
illsa fives @ penatty ol Bs 25,000 on a schoak for fis)
contziventon and As 50,000 for each zubsequent
menkravention,

Schools A5 well a5 slale grvemments ane ko
agitated aboul the no-debangion prowision - which
guarantess automatic promation £ the nest class
imespective ol & shedent's perormance - in the los
and are demanding & change,
Signalling & rethink, HRD minister Kapi! Sibal said,
“Ihési are practical peoblems with no-screening,
How will schools like Doon, Mayn, Modermn and
alhers phe raedom admission o chddesn?
Therelor, | have suggestad that whils schooks wil
nol streem 25% of poor chidren in the
neighbowhood who hive to be taken, 75% wik go
themugh the scosening system that the schoo aluady
has in place”

That HTE & gning through several amendments is
oely ralural, fven is ambitions intent and sweep.
The first mund of amendment in FTE & abmady with
the pardamentary standing commiiee. Amendmants

N RIR D ELDEN

pertain Lo gving an advisory roke 1o the School
Manapement Commithes in minority sducational
iestitutioess and widening the scope of ‘child with
disability’ 50 that It inchedes those suflering from
st celebral palsy, mental retandation aed other
dsatilities,

CENTRE LNVEILS RS 1.500-LAPTOP

“ur BIpet 5 1o bring & {the price} down o § 10.a
pince and our research Teams and engaged in that
project. bn the meamhile, we have desslnped this
ki cos: access-Tum-compuieg device,” Human
Resource Dewdopment Minister Kapll Sibal told
apartes.

However, it might take another fiee/s months o
aclunly mishi if avalable fn shadents as s
refating to manefactute and distnbution are et to
b sorled oul

“Our leamers should get it in 211 and B2
povernment will peovide a 50 per cent subsidy per
Comgrie” e minister sad

The compeer, developed oy @ seseanch loam
comprising I protessors and experts from |15, does
i Bawe-a hand disz and wses Line Bul & bas overy
furction, which 3 normal competer has, the minsser
daimead.

Haborating the functions, Shal sakl the device has
support for video web comferencing facility,
midtimedia content viewss for example pdf, jpeg,
1if, ete, and computing capabilities such as Open
(fice, Scilah and imtemet hoesing with flash pheg-
in, dseaSorpt, IE akso Fes winekess communication
for Audicy/Video, Coud computing optian, mmote
device manapement capabiity, mult-madia Inpul
output interizce option,

"Since there 15 na hard disc, e computers have
kesaer memory, bul ons can use add-on memnes,
There are solar pansls aiso with B computers,”
el e

The gvemment has almady launched the National
Mzzion on Education teough Inlomation and
Communication Technology (NMEICT) to provide
Righ quality high delintion istoractive video courses
and ecostent for various undespraduate and
posigracuaie  courses.  Under the  WMEICT,
connecthity is propased to be provided o S04
unkeersities and 25,000 colkepes dcrmss the counry,
It is part of this mission that the govemmant has
ooene oul with (e low-rost comguters,

WHEN TEACHERS BUMK SCHOOL - EDCIL STUDY

A recent sunvey canckctid lor the Humas Resounce
Devmlopmant (HRDY Ministry by the Educational

NEWSBYTES

Comsultants India Limited reveals that on an
average teachers of thiee big slabes - Aedhm
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh aad Madhya Pradesh, in
primary and uppar primany schools ane absent for
78 days during an academic yeer

The fipures an even more astounding if four hours
ol admiresirative work per ek = acoounbed for,
witch &S another 35-36 days A in P dora 214
day academic calendar, & tedcher was absent in
sehool for 5758 days Dwt of the 168 days
dcademic calendar in AR the suney reveals that
teachers ateoonded school for 68-62 days whils
thoss in MPfor 63-64 deys ol of 229

Teachers spent s0me non-beaching days on duty
nulside school and necessary adeinisnithan woek
witile s0ome took off on the geetint of persoeal work,
Fior perional seasons, teaches were ateet for 17.6
days in AP, 135 days in MP and only 8.3 days in 19
The sunviy also reveats that AP is compasably mon
liberal than the other b slates in case of camal
ks,

The percentage of teachers coming ise b sthool
waredf Between T 10 10% while those wha feft early
variend between 1.5% to 5.0%. It was atso obsenmd
Thiaf there @ more number of female teachers than
their male counterpets whie nob all teachers
present in the school were iterally ivohved in their
work While about 85% of tRachers were present in
schoad in MF, Té% In AP and 89% n UP perentage
of these found teaching was onk 72% in UF, T6.4%
in MF and 65.6% in AP

Thus, about 25% teachers in the thiee states wone
nul i ciassrooms for at least part of the day, The
shaty ko showed that teachers mported mon
working days m urhan areas - 16 days more in AP
and 10 d&ys mone in MP. Higher percentape of
teachers in UP were fpond to be ahsest dee o ther
duties in & tifferent place,

However, an mteresting finding reveals that the
absence rate of tearkers vaned ko their social poup
a5 wisl &S thisr stalus i2 regular or contracl The
differences were small in case of social groups with
masimuen ol fiee days bebween “othess' and
"Muslims” inAF, 3.8 das betwien 'olhess' znd S5 in
MP and 3.3 days bebwoen Mshms and 505 i LR
These was sgnficant difierence hetween mgular and
parm-teacters on the issue of atsece from schook.
It was-maximum in AF - 18 days - and minesum in
WP of anly two diays, Strict senvce condition of pa-
1eachers coukl ba the smason behingd i,
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OUR TOXIC WORLD

Rentieny by Han Boffi

ost of s don't like 1o think
about  the poisoTs that
surround us.  Oh sure, we

may et worked up about mdioactive
muterial being sold in the scrap morker.
Baur the stofl thar kills us slowly is
somehow casier o ignore. As dirry as
Dielhis atr is, we have to breathe, after
all. And even though we know thar all
kinds of tomc substances can be fatal,
the ways in which they kill are typically
ot as casy o dentify or understand as,
sy, 1 swift bloww to the bead with a Blung
object,

Do, Baches Are nioe exciting they do their
damage over a long period of tme,
thruigh complex chains of events and
interactions.  Because of this, they
provike Both anxiety and boredom: a
deadly combination for those rrving
vilucate the '|1|||1|i|.'11r| the subject,

Toxic Lank, 0 Dielhi hased NGO, has
used & novel approach m confront this
Working  with  Sage
Publications, they've come out with Our
Toxde World: A puicke 1o hazardous
substances in everyday life, Chur Toxic
Wirld s port informational text, part
graphic novel. The narrative follows the
Bachdeva ﬁl.l:l:i]_'r and ather restdents of
Rohini East as. they confront, in
didferent wiys, the toans that surround
us gl From air pollution to heavy
mends, from  househaold  waste o
industrial pollution, this book covers a
ot -::-|'p;mu:|!ul

problem,

1 s Ohar T Warld a6 ome sitting—
it took just about two hours. Tt probably
won't win the next Commomnwenlth
Writers' Prize, but it held my intesest
'|'J:|.|‘-::-1.|!,|;|‘|.-e‘:-|l[, which B quite  an
sccomplishment, given the subject. And
[ learned a I, Did you know that
waashing your vegetables thoroughly in
running wates is the best way to deal
with the high level of contaminants they
iz {'-I.'I:'i"llill.]:l.' contatn? It's nice W
ko theere are some things we can do
that wall |||£|p. I abscr Learnmed thae by et
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venr 2050, nesidential, commercial and
instinutbonal buildings are expected 1o
geeoknt for up t' 38 percent of global
energy consumption. Investing i green
E‘uljh.:lings mstkes mone und more senss,

Oy Towie Wald s prganieed oo
sections that cover broad topice. Most

Priject by

U TOXIC WORLD

inchuide 3 ghore nareattsse, folloawed by
some condensed informaticnal test,
Huomestly, when | saw this books subrithe,
“a e o haerdous subsrances in ous
everyday lives,” | expected the stories in
it tor be. .painful. Formmarely, | found
Aniruddhs  Sen Cruptas  scopt
surprsingly effective. The snories make
serse the |J't.l]|.|-|;u|.' wurks, And the book
is populated with & lorge cast of
HitErestng charcters, Iﬂ'lr"_l.' mclude g
government - factory  inspector, an
eoviranmental aetvist, a hoaseowite, an
architectural apprentice, and a high
We pet cameo
appearances from a thougheful auto
rickshaw deiver, ¢ clean copy. several
warte pickers, und many others.

Part of what makes this book work as
well as i does 18 [“:'i_r.] Kuriyums art,
Without the illustrafions, Our Toxic
World would he nowlsere near as
interesting or exsy o understand as i s,
1 bowe the ipening “Cir:..- if Bonpes"
sequence and the panels that show the
widow  of & construction  sworker
remembering o visit with the Doctor
who had ereated her ii_!.-'.lrl.g fasdand.
"Dhust had eaten him away, mansforming
hirm deveo eself® This is powerful siuff,

I arrended the Delbd Lauseh of Ousr
Toxc World back in April. There was

achoed  shwdent.

some debate abour whether the book
cild be used in schonks, and aboot
whether it would be helpfil ro students.
| fhnad ysell ugreeny with the people
whe said that it woulkd werk for children,
if |'ll'l.'h-l'."'rlll'.‘1.1 in the right way,  As one
woman said, none of us understand
EVETY Thi.l'lp; wir read, Bait e can all leam
u Iot by reading challenging things
.1|'|_'.‘1-'-'J.:'.'.'J.'|'|;11 tncludes children,

| spapeer that many children will fimid
the illustrations simply irresistible.
leul.lp_]:l this Book would probably be
most effective for students 12 and up,
Y o el year ofd read it on his oa,
jqust because he liked the picrures. Later,
witkent | asked harm abour e, e sdimitoed
he'd skipped most of the *complicated
studl ™ Tjust read the stones,” Bur he
volunteersd several important things
Tae'd Tewrrized dnelucking thres ways toxics
can make kids sick (pestickdes ger into
rwvers and poson the fish people eag
children ear lead paine dust and children
suck: on teys made out of poisonoss

stuff],

And if that’s not proof enough thar this
baok can work witly chilidnen, Tast night
| overhcard my sons debating the
mosguillo . col 1 aaffereck: Mo wiay, ifE
tonde!” waid cme,

"Thats easy for you to say,” said the
uthes. “The T (TP |J|||:.|'I bite sl
Yo, Tife confromts us with mnny difficulr
EJUEHTIONS, Olar Togee World won’
answer them all. Bur ir will ger you

thinking!
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English medium universities.
Some of them had gone 1o
English-mediom secondary
schoals, but not all of them. |
suppose you could say they weree
from the milddle class, Their
parents owned businesses, Some
workes as civil servants, while
others worked as nursed or
policemen. They were
Hindus, Muslims
and € hristians,
Muaost aof them
wanted to have o
carcer a5 well aa
family, umd most
were extromely
curious about their
haodies and their
sexualities.

Without doing this research, [
would have wreitten s very
different book. 1 don't think 1
realized quite how sexually aware
or sctive Indian college students
are today. T was very pleased 1o
learn that these women were
Fairly opeo-minded when it came
i thisgs like |:|||r|:|1:|-ﬂ.':u:'|il_'|' anl
bisexuality. Thev had u fairly
sophisticated knowledge of HTY
and ATDS, but their knowledge
about sexuulity ar other 5TD=
ended there. | was pleasantly
surprised to learn chor middle
¢lazs urban Indian women have o
very unique sense of feminity and
wismanhood,

In teday's urban Indian
cyirimment, o VOUNE Wermin gees

no contradiction in caring about
her physical appearance and alsa

WY WINDRELS TN

striving to be empowered and
independent. They felt that there
wWils I1|:r[|'|il'l|; irreconeilable ahont
being o loving, devored daughter
ami having 11¢a]r11_v.- cexal
appetite, In my eyes, this is a very
progressive form of feminism that
is rmuch less resteictive than che
ferminism of the vory tower, in
which there are

ik many
prescriprions about what
it means to be an
empowered, independent
WA,

The mosr daunting xnd
disconcering thing 1
found our during my research was
that the horrifvign statistics we
read abour about abuke ire
unfortuantely true. 1 interacted
with varicus vounge women whio
had experienced some form of
sexunl abuse, or who knew F::spt:
wha had bheen vietimized.

Well, 1 hope they are open to the
project! | wundessrand if certaim
elements of the book are

challenging fur certain sudiences,
| want to tell anvbody wha'll
listeni let's be npen about
discussing sex. Keeping things
hottled up or repressed leads to
|||'||'|u[|||i|:|.|:xr: and unhealthiness,

kTl IR RO FEEI M EETREl

sl wen? Lhos vt really libnd

1 |-|'|' | i e To The
e E ALl eel rrnap, ol vehilies

Frivnds need to {and will) to tulk
to their friends, but it's essential
that peer groups aren't spreading
mnisanformation, For this reason,
it's essential that voung people
receive information about sex on
all fronts. Parents need ro ealk
phout sex with their children, and
voung people need 1o be
informed abour websites thar
contain accurate information, |
don’t think thar there dre enough
lnclism resources abbout sex—
hooks and websites that contain
teformation that has been creared
specifically for the Indian
context, This is a major problem,
and 1 hope thar Body Talk will
begin to plog this hole, &
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