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A Word Before.....

0, it is not true at all that feminists have no sense of humour.
Would we have survived in this patriarchal and terribly anti-
feminist world without humour? Actually, we even laugh at
ourselves, and not only when we have no one else to laugh at.

Actually, I don't think any other movement has produced so much
laughing matter, for that matter so much poetry, songs, music,
creative writing, thearre ...... For us laughing, loving, living go
together. |

Emma Goldman, Lithunian born U.S. anarchist said about the
Russian revolution,”If I can't dance, I don't want to be part of your
revolution." Many of us in the women’s movement have been saying,
"If there is no laughter in the women's movement let us create it.”
To be counted out of our own movement was not a choice for us.

And of course, like all political humour, ours too is laced with anger,
sometimes bitterness, sarcasm, truths and half-truths, generalisations,
etc.



This little book contains serious laughing matter created and
collected and told and retold by us, for many years. By including
the words and illustrations of feminist humourists from different
parts of the world, we are saluting their creativity and joining
them in laughter and solidarity.

On the occasion of Jagori's twentieth bircthday, this book is an
offering to all of us in the movement and those about to join it. It
is also in celebration of our 25 years of feminist activism and

solidarity in India, South Asia and globally.

Life is too precious to be taken too seriously. Therefore, let us be
serious abour laughter.

Let us keep laughing, loving and moving forward. Laughing
matters!! In fact laughing marters a lot!!

Kamla Bhasin
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Achieving liberation
rfquirf;
serious deliberation
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A senior feminist to a junior feminist, “I am very angry and disappointed
to see how much you continue to care for your patriarchal family!
Why can’t you understand that as feminists we care only for ourselves”.

We are Feminists! We are against ALL HIERARCHY!
But yes, sometimes, there is some ANARCHY in our group!!

LAUGHING MATTERS

Art Bindia Thapar



We wanted to have
collective DECISION
MAKING...

All we achieved was
collective PARALYSIS !

A new women's
group 1n town was
named SPLINTLER.
When asked for an
explanation for this
name, the reply was
"Rarlicr our organisation was
called SOLIDARITY, but,
soon it splintered
into many groups .

-.. AND WE STRONGLY BELIEVE IN COLLECTIVE
DECISION-MAKING! 1S THERE ANYONE WHO
HAS THE GUTS TO CHALLENGE THAT?

LAUGHTNG AT OUBRSFIVES

Arl Bindia Thapar

Sasi
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Who says we are powerless.
Haven't r}ny seen our power to gossip and nag?

ALGHESG MATTERS
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Art Kari Rolfsen, Norway



Art Bindia Thapar

Question
How many feminists do you need to change an electric bulb?

Ansawcr

FIVE

(One to change the bulb, two to write about the PROCESS and

another hwo to make a video)

6

(Juesaon

How many feminists does it take to change a lightbulb?

Answer

None. It's not the lightbulb that needs changing.

LATGHING AT OURSELVLS
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When in trouble or in doubt,

run in circles, scream and shout!!

Whenever [ sense this great desire to work OVETPOWETING Me
[ sit quietly in a corner and wait for it to pass.

PAGTING MATTERS

All art Bindia Thapar
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As soon as
a woman thinks
sufficiently fast,
one calls it
intuicion.

LALGHING ALATTFERS

When do men insist that
women are
illogical?

When a woman
doesn't agree with them!

At Kirslen Holfman, Denmark



Gunilla Dahlgren. Swaden

Now we should all STRIP

Everyone except my wife, of course!!

Two women who had had a rather hectic and
difficult day, decided to go to a restaurant to
have a quiet meal. They spotted a cosy

restaurant and went in. They had barely settled
into their chairs when the waiter came up to
them, and in a half apologetic, half agirated tone,

said, "Excuse me, ladies, I am sorry bur we only
serve men here."

The women looked at him in disbelief, thought
for a moment and then one of them said
"Well, in that case, bring us two !"

10 PAIRIARCILIAL BELOGIC



"Hey, Look at those women
sitting all alone”

One male journalist to another:
"Are you coming to the feminist group’s press conference?”

Reply:
"No. Who wants to see those manly women with hair on their legs”.

LAUGHING MATTLERS 11
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“Are you the father of this child?”
“No! I am the Mother.”

“Ob, I am sorry!! Your son is lovely.”
Actually, that lovely child is my daughter”.

PATRIARCEIAL LA 1



FEMINIST LOGIC

People call me
a feminist
every time
[ refuse to

be a doormat

EALGHING MATTLHRS
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There can be no free men until there are free women.

To be considered
their equal,
women have ro be
twice as good
as men.
Fortunately,
that's not difficulr.

VLIS ST LI



Sadly, all men are created equal.

Women have their faults. E
Men have only two. ' :
Everything they say In }%USUI& %

And everything they do. Pamﬂff?hiil] ;

societies <
women need the
FIDO attitude. :
Forger It and
Drive On.

Art Mana, Swadan

Don’t think I am beaten down
This is my take-off position!

L AL GIUNG MATTERS 12



Bindia Thapar

Women, dont just make

beds -
Make careers.

LN Y,
AVOID BREAKDOWNS!!
@) COR
BREAKTHROUGHS!!

16

If | can cook,
SO cah any man -
Becguse | dont cook
with my womb.

Thapar

Al art Bindia



Arl Binctia Thapar

LIFE 1S MUCH EASIER
IF WE BURN OUR
BRAINS
AND KEEP OUR
BRAS

Arl Sasi

Women's place 1s In the house..

That's why they should be

in both houses of Parliament.

TATTGHING MATITLRS

Arl Bindia Thapar

TO MAKE THE BALANCE RIGHT
FOR FIFTY-FIFTY WE FIGHT

&

e

.

WE DON'T
WANT
COPPER T

WE WANT
PROPERTY!

|

Arl Sasi



Art Bindia Thapar

Women,

be REALISTIC..
Don't choose. Ask for the
Take it allll IMPOSSIBLE!

Like many
men, we also
want to have
our cake and

eat it too.

But wouldn't

‘ it be

We don't want wonderful if
just a piece of * we could
the cake.. have our

We want the
whole damned
bakeryl!

cake and eat
his tool

18 FEMINIST LOWETC



[ALUGHING MATELRS

A WOMAN LUITHOUT A
MAN IS LIKE R FISH
WITHOUT A BICYCLE

¥

Q00D GiRLS GO TO
HEAVEIV.
THE (THERS CAlv GO
AYWHERE THEY Like.
)

Women's prayer:

Mary conceived without
sinNing.

Oh Lord,
let us sin without conceiving.

)
Every one cares for himself -
Only I care for mysell.

19



Bindw Thapar

(¢ GlAlGE 8 9
WORIGHS® DAY, WHAT

FARRGHS THE REYT
Ols THG YEALSY
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Madness is
hereditary...
You can get it from your
children

3

WHY WAIT FOR SOMEONE
TO BRING YOU FLOWERS?
PLANT YOUR OWN GARDEN!

FEMINIST LOGEC



LANGUAGE

- i MATTERS

Blicila Thapnr



THE FEMINIST DICTIONARY

Ass, 7: The masculine of "lass".

Bachelor, »: man who has missed the opportunity to make

some woman miserable.

THE FEMININE OF HERO = SHERO

FEMINIST MATHS
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... since bistory has ignored us,
we re writing herstory!

ds tolerant fominists, we declare
that the following words may
MANhole

MANeater
MANslaughter

[f ic's MENSstruation, why don’t men get it??

WE WARNT PEACE i1 SOCUTH ASiKA
MOT PIECES CF SOUTH ASiIA

OHTN G MAVUTET RS



Dear Sirs ¢ man to man e manpower e
craftsman o working men e the thinking man
the man in the street o fellow countrymen the
history of mankind ¢ one-man show ¢ man in
his wisdom e statesman ¢ forefathers e
masterful ¢ masterpiece o old masters o the
brotherhood of man ¢ Liberty o« Equality e
Fraternity « sons of free men e faith of our
fathers e god the father « god the son e yours

traternally ¢« amen o words fail me

LANGUAGE




GROWING UP

When | grow up,
Ill be 3 Feminist!

SO TTNG MATITRS
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Jacky Fleming

Art Bindia Thapar



I don't know why people call Amma
a SINGLE mother

when she has me.

GGROWING U'F



Why have
Sex
if you can have
gender?

LAUGEHING MATITRS
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Okay, we took

"»e
off our clothes..

Z / | got on top of
Yyou...
How soon till it

starts feeling
: good?

| don't know
/ but I've got a
headache

already!

M)



Because of drought in a certain part of Rajasthan for four consecutive years, most
villagers found it difficult to survive. The local sex worker was so desperate that she
was forced to go even to the local Baniya, famous for his miserliness. Almost
begging, she said to him, "Baapji, you know how bad the situation is. Give me just
five rupees and [ will have sex with you.”

"Five rupees! You're crazy! You give me just one rupee and I will have sex with you!”

A man was filling up an
immigration form. In the
column for sex, he wrote,

"OCCASIONALLY.”

The immigration officer returned
the form to the man, saying,

"Sir, here you have to fill in
MALE or FEMALE."

The man wrote, "PREFERABLY
female.”

L GHING AMLATTLERS 31



What is oral sex/
When you talk about it!

{ Z

Why does a man enjoy masturbation so much?
Because this is the only time he is making love
to someone he really loves.

What is bi-sexual?

When you have sex twice a year!

L

In a school for priests, ten final year students were to be tested for their

vows for celibacy and their control over their sexual urges.

All of them were made to stand in a row, completely naked and to

make the test precise; a lirtle bell was tied to their penises.

A very beautiful, provocatively dressed woman was brought to

walk in front of them. Nine would-be-priests were in total

control, but the bell of the tenth man rang. He was told he
would have to spend another six month in the seminary and he
was asked to take ten steps forward. As the naked man moved

forward all the other nine bells started ringing loudly.

32



®
LOVE

AND
MARRIAGE

®

Love is blind, but marriage is A
teal eye-openet...
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Everyone must get married.
After all, happiness is not everything.

ISNT A WOMaN
INCOMPLETE BEFORE
MARRIAGE?

YES! AFTER MARRIAGE
SHE IS FINISHED!

Before marriage, I used to sink into his arms...

After marriage, my arms are in his sinkl

L GHING MATIERS
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Art Bindia Thapar
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A SHORT LOVE STORY

\ A

He: "Will you marry me, darling/
She: “No, dearest.”

And they lived happily ever after...

A 4
\ XY ”

4

The trouble with

some women is that
they get
all excited
about nothing,
and then
they marry him.

FANE AND MARRIAGE



Don’'t marry for money
It is cheaper to take a loan

Single women claim that all the good men are married,

while all married women complain about their lousy husbands.
This confirms that there is no such thing as a good man.

Question
Why do so many
women pray and
fast to get good

hushands?

Answar
They need godly
intervention
because good
husbands are
RARE.

-HISNG MATTERS

37
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Marriage is supposed to be a
harbour in the storm.
But more often it is a storm

in the harbour.

"Can | have a fuck for five hundred rupees?” he asked me at 0.42 a.m. at this empty,

desolate, freezing bus stop.

First | shook my head, but then | said "Not for money. But if you clean the house and

wash up the dishes and do some ironing, you can.’

At that, he turned around and walked away with a hanging head.

38
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Question
What is common
between
husbands and
sperms?

Answer

One in s0 many
million works |

NG MATTLRS

There are
many

NOTS
In
the wedding
KNOTS !

Question
What's the best
way to have your
husband remember
the anniversary?

Answer

Get married on his
birthday |

A0

Al Bindia Thapar



So, are you leaving me?? | No, I am just going back
to my senses!

e

)
"

Darling, I have decided to pardon you and have come back.

T{WE AND MARRIAGL



A Woman's husband died after six months of marriage.
The post-mortem report declared that he had died of
eating poisoned mushrooms.

N
v -

Some months later the woman got married again.
Alas! A few months later the second husband

died too.

The second post-mortem report also declared
that he had died of eating poisoned mush-

100ms.

Poor woman! She had to get married again.
After almost a year the third husband also
died. This time the post-mortem report declared that he
had died of head injuries because he refused to eat

poisoned mushrooms.

BIGAMY
IS ON€E HUSBAND TOO MANY...

MONOGAMY
IS THE SAME.

®

My husband eloped with my best friend..
Gosh, how | miss my friend!

Arl Bindia Thapar

S GHING MAITERS 41



What is the biggest cause of divorce?
MAARIAGE

What do you call a man with 99% of his

intelligence gone?

Divorced!

"Thank. God, it was not the cow,”
said the woman when her husband died.

LOVE AND MARRIAGL






