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er .F'ir.kin and the Lord Mayor of London
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1 welcome the opportunity to introduce this new edition of
John Burningham's delightful book, which has given the greatest
pleasure to countless readers, including my family and myself,

who know and love the City of Londen.

The year 1989 marks a wvery special year for the City of
London and its local authority, The Corporation of London, as it
is the 800th Anniversary of the appointment of London's first
Mayor, Henry Fitz Alwyn. An event which will be marked by my
creation of the Lord Mayor's B00th Anniversary Awards Trust,
which will provide scholarships and grants for special projects

for young people upon whom the future depends.

This edition of Humbert is a splendid memento of the
celebration of 800 unbroken years of a unique and great office,
for the Lord Mayor's Show still takes place each year, now on the
second Saturday in November, when the new Lord Mayor is shown to
the citizens of London, and is sworn in before Her Majesty's
Judges at the Law Courts. He travels there in a golden coach,

but you never know what may happen, and one day Humbert's chance
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may come.
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Humbert was a working horse. He worked with
Mr Firkin who was a scrap-iron dealer, and they
used to travel round the streets of London. Mr
Firkin would shout out: “Any scrap, any old iron,
lead or copper for sale?”



They lived in a small street where Humbert
had a stable on the ground floor and Mr Firkin
had the rooms above.

Every day Humbert and Mr Firkin set out early




to start collecting the scrap. Mr Firkin used to
keep to the quieter streets as much as possible so
as not to meet too much traffic which Humbert did
not like.





















































































