& probing look beyond Hindutva to get to the
heart of Gujarat

h.'].']p':,. aspects of modern Gi jaratt seciety and polity appe: JUZZHNGg. A
society which for centuries abse > diverse eQple Today appears
insular and parochial, and while it is one of the most prosperous states
in India, a fitth of i1 population lives below the poverty ling
Drawing on academic and schelarly sources, autobiographies,
rs, literature and folksongs, ‘Achyut Yagnik and Suchitra Sheth
attempt to understand and explain these paradoxes

history of Gujarat from the time of the Indus Valley

Gujarati soci : o be a synthesis of peoples and cultures,

to the state’s encounters with the Turks, Marathas and the Partuguese
which sowed the seeds of communal disharmony

Taking a closer look at the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the
authors explore the pelitical tensions, social dynamics and economic
forces that contributed to making the shat it is today: the impact
af the British policies; the process of industrialization and urbanization,
and the rise of the middle class; the emergence of the idea of

adeshi’; the coming of Gandhi and his attempts to transform society
and politics by bringing together diverse Gujarati cultural sources; and
the series of communal riot it rocked Gujarat even as the state was
consumed by nationalist fervo

W 'i'l 'I'II"|I"| Hence -I"| .:1:__.;_..'....._‘.'.'. :
new model of develc ent,  marginalized Dalits, Adivasis and
minarities even further. This was ympanied by the emergence of
dentity politics edd on the Hindutva ideology, and wviolence in
multiple forms became increasingly wis . overshadowing Gujarat's
mage as one of the most industrialized, urbanmized and globalized
sacieties in India

The authors conclude that this trajectory of Gujarat’s modern history
has been propelled by its powerful middle class and future directions

would depend on how this section of society resolves global-loca

tensions and how they make thair peace with the past
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Preface

The idea of Gujarat and pride in Gujarati identity is pre-modern.
Probably the earliest reference to Gurjardesh occurs in the
eighth-century Apabhransh work Kuvalayamala by the Jain
monk Udyotansuri. A glimpse of Gujarati pride can be seen in
the fourteenth-century Sanskrit poem ‘Nabhinandan-jinoddhar
Prabandh’ by another Jain monk, Kakkasuri. He glorified
Gurjardesh in the poem, describing in detail the flora of the
land, its prosperous ports and the wealth of those who
conducted business there. Interestingly, he indicated the
boundaries of Gurjardesh through a catalogue of the religious
places that were situated within the region, which corresponds
roughly to Gujarat of today. About a hundred years later, poet
Padmanabh used the word ‘Gujarati’ to refer to Gujarat in his
historical poem ‘Kanhadde Prabandh’. Half a century after him,
poet Bhalan of Patan took pride in his ‘Gujar bhakha’ or
Gujarati language. By the late seventeenth century, Premanand
Bhatt, one of the greatest poets of the Gujarati language,
proclaimed in his work Nalakhyan, ‘Garvo desh Gujaratj?’,
Gujarat is majestic! One of the most moving expressions of
identification with Gujarat is found in the poem ‘Dar Firaaq-e-
Gujarat’, On Separation from Gujarat, by Wali Muhammad
Wali, a junior contemporary of Premanand’s:

Parting from Gujarat leaves thorns in my chest
My heart-on-fire pounds impatiently in my breast
What cure can heal the wound of living apart?
The scimitar of exile has cut deep into my heart

And thank God’s mercy, O Wali! He let that passion
remain

The heart’s still anxious to catch a glimpse of my Gujarat
again'
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In fact, Wali Muhammad Wali, who is considered a pioneer of
Urdu language and literature, was referred to by his
contemporaries as Wali Gujarati.

We are neither poets nor historians and we have not even
attempted to express our perception in the style of Kakkasuri
or Wali Gujarati. What we have tried to present is a concerned
citizen’s understanding of the shaping of modern Gujarat.

Many aspects of modern Guijarati society and polity appear
puzzling. A society which has drawn diverse people to its bosom
can also be exclusive and excluding; Gujaratis, who have
travelled to the corners of the world, can be inexplicably insular
and parochial. In this industrially prosperous state one-fifth of
the population lives below the poverty line; it is a place where
women feel safe to move about unescorted and yet the female
sex ratio is one of the poorest in the country. And most
intriguing of all is that two Gujaratis rose to eminence in the
twenticth century, one as the father of India and the other as
the father of Pakistan.

In our attempt to explore and explain these paradoxes we
have drawn from academic studies but have relied more on our
field experiences and observations as well as conversations with
old and young people of Gujarat during the last few decades.
The two of us have diverse backgrounds. The senior of the two
of us is a ‘son of the soil’, born and brought up in rural and
small-town Gujarat. He has been a key participant in the public
life of the state and has spent a long time as a journalist in an
Ahmedabad-based Gujarati newspaper. The other has trained
in visual communication at a design school in Ahmedabad, spent
her entire adult life in the city and is married to a Gujarati. We
are both associated with Setu, a voluntary organization which
has been working with marginalized communities of Gujarat
for the last two decades. This brief biographical digression is
only to underline that our presentation in these eleven chapters
is essentially an ‘insider view’ of the events and patterns in
contemporary Gujarat.

Although studies on the history of Gujarat, in both Gujarati
and English, have been published by other ‘insiders’, they focus

Preface xiii

on specific periods, areas and'dimc.:nsions. For instancc;),l_l\/}II.Sci
Commissariat’s History of Gujarat in three volumes, publishe
in the mid twentieth century, covers the perloq from .t}Ie
fourteenth to mid eighteenth centuries and d@scrlbes mainly
political developments. The nine-volume Gujaratno ‘Ra;kzya
Ane Sanskrutik Itibas, published by the B.J. InsFltute of
Ahmedabad between 1972 and 1987, covers the period from
the earliest times to the formation of Gujarat state. Each of
these volumes devotes only a chapter or two to ‘the soglal and
economic situation’. As a result, the social dypamlcs and
economic forces and their impact get less attention aqd the
period after the formation of Gujarat state in 1960 is not
presented. Nonetheless, we have greatly beneﬁteq fr'om these
historical works, which have given us meaqingful insights into
the past. For the more recent period, stu_dxes by a number of
social scientists have contributed immensely to our
understanding of social transformation.

The challenge before us was to look back and arognd to
discern and weave together patterns as they have manlfestgd
themselves in the modern period. While we have used academic
and scholarly sources as a backdrop, contemporary accounts
and perceptions in the form of autobiographical accounts, l.ette.rs
and biographical studies have enjoyed a privileged position in
our treatment of the subject. To capture the ethos of the time
and expressions of collectivity, we have also turned to the vision
of poets and the perceptions of common people as reYealed
through folksongs and folk literature. Sometimes, as in the
material pertaining to the nineteenth century, it was dlfflcult.to
demarcate the boundaries between literature, education, social
reform and industrial entrepreneurship as many of the opinion-
makers of the time were embodiments of all these activities
and areas. In such a situation we have tried to distil the interplay
of ideas and institutions and the manner in which they prepared
the ground for what came next.

We would like to mention here that we have used the term
‘modern’ to mean the nineteenth and twentieth centuries in
general. The first three chapters are in the nature of an





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































