Setup "BOX SMNARE"

in the evening.

The box is the used

fish or apple package

(| could take it from a
neighboring general
store). :

}'I - 8
You need —
reinforcement by Set up the snare the place
- driving nails. where no one set up,
T
Bails are the same as a rubber band Set up the snare in a

"OKETSUKE", shallow riverbed after

- digging a hole there half

Put them the depth of the box.

into vinyl
package.

Make
some
holes in
the vinyl
bag.

The vinyl bag should be placed in the Keep it there one nlght.
center of the box and some stones
over it. At night, fishes

enter into

openings
between the
stones, Invited
by the smell of
the baits.
Fishes remain
sitting there.

The next morning, take out some stones so that
you can raise up the box. Don't take all the stones out, or  _
the fishes are going to escape. i

When you carry the
box back to the
shore, don't raise it
above the water.
Keeping it in the
water (boltom picture)
allows you to carry it
easily because of the
Archimedes principal, &0

You had better get g
your friend to help R
when you carry the

r

box to the bank and | was always excited expecting a large
you Sﬁﬂul_d Shﬂl'lﬂ the catch when | removed the stones fram
fish with friends in the the box. There were always Eels,
case of a large calch, "SUBOGUCHI", etc.
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"YOBURE" means night
fishing in the river under the
light of an acetylene torch,
starting at around nine
o'clock in the evening.

It was a great pleasure
to go night fishing with my
father, when we walked up
the river, in the shallow water,
two to three kilometers. We
walked on the bank when the
river became too deep. By
gazing at the water you could
easily find sleepy fish
swimming inactively and also
still fish on the bottom of the
river, which you scooped out
by net or speared by halberd.

I enjoyed the fun itself with
my father at midnight, rather
than the quantity of the catch.

It's convenient for the net Carried Equipment WATER TANK
(SADE) and the three

points halberd (HOKO) to 5 Water
be attached to both sides of condensing should
the same bamboo. G lens always
il be full
from the
g river.
The ignition .HL
hole
Center
JAPANESE \ o
TOWEL Acetylene Wi controls
] | the water
Bandage for gas is drop.
emergency generatgd
by chemical
reaction Fasten
between bolts
water and tightly
carbide. lest gas
leaks,
=/l
BIKU A funnel-shaped o MATCH s et
fish containermads of Mever get general * This picture was drawn only from memory
bamboo. them wet, shops. and so this is not necessarily accurate.
Aim the target which is Scoop the sleeping fish by net. The full
still on the bottom and / moon is
spear it not good
rapidly and for fishing
owerfully. and a
g e dark night
is best far
a large

catch.




| could dive and spear many kind of
M =4 b fish, which are Crucian, Carp, Catfish,
DGU B I and H[]K[l TSUK l Eels, YAMASO, Dace etc. It is not only
(Diving, Thrusting Fishes By Halberd) the most enjoyable, but also profitable
play for children.

® Beat and shape it reughly to the shape of
HOKQ (halberd) with a hammer.

First, you should find
a used rod,
approximately 20-30
cm in length and of a
pencil’ s diameter,
such as an old
window rail, iron
chopstick, parts of a

picture.

Bum it until it turn bright

:}'Iiﬂ‘:fﬂr'IE or something red on a portable clay Make the spearhead keen edged gradually
ke that. cooking stove. by beating and heating repeatedly.
File the Repeat the

spearhead. heating.

When it is hot and
remains bright red and
soft, make a hook with
a file or a chisel as
seen in picture.

This hook Is the
stopper so as not to let
the fish escape.



When you have finished
forming it, you should
harden the spearhead.

e

e .'d.m;:';r

Hardening is cooling it into the water rapidly
after heating it. The timing of caoling is delicate. -

The bottom edge of the
Wind rubber halberd should be right inside
over the wires. the joint of bamboo.

HOW TO MAKE

Matearials are narrow iran rods, such
as the spokes of a disused bicycle
or needles of "SENBAKCOEI", a
conventional threshing machine.
Bend them, as seen in the picture,
using a plier or vise. When you joint
it to the bamboo, do the sama
method as with IFPFON-HOKO

mentioned above. | It is better to reinforce the joint of the three rods by soldering. |

Make a hook.

Hardening is necessary, when the materials are soft iron.
{See the picture of IPPON-HOKO.) ;

Make a keen edge to the spearhead is crushed, it is necessary to
spearnead with a file. harden and to make it keen edged again.
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1 Pull the rod sliding to the grip and hook the trigger
to the hole of the slide case,

2 When your farefinger touches the trigger, TEPFPOH-HOKO, a gun halberd, is

ready for shooting.
3 When you find a fish in the water, you should aim in

front of the fish, estimating the direction it will go In.

4 After finishing aiming, pull the trigger, and shoot the fish.
HOKO, the rod, is sliding in the case towards the fish.

5 The rod stop thrusts at the stopper on the edge of the case. You
cannot shoot the fish without knowing your effective range and distance.

* This TEPPOH-HOKO, a gun halberd I had been investigating continually in my elementary school days, was almost
all of my invention. 1 think that ,probably, someone had produced the prototype, but that was my original one which
nobody in my hometown had, also these types were fairly well spread to other children, But I feel confident that my

TEPPOH-HOKO had a higher performance.

Cut an
axis of
disused
umbrella,
which is

for the
A grinder is

iron ol
— 15 better for
> Make the groove in which the trigger slides making the
D by filing patiently. JHI0Ne,
Complete the edge of the groove As HOKO, the rod, is attached to a The case ca
round by filing so that the trigger in wooden grip by a nail, cut a cross line S ga md:
it can slide easily. ® on the case so that the nail is able to of bamboo
penetrate the .. easily. which can be
gasily made
‘ but also be
easily
Vi destroyed.
And it

sometimes was
made of plastic
water tube.

Complete il as seen in the picture.




The shaft, HOKO, is made of the
unused spoke of bicycle's wheels or
frames of a mosquito nel for babies.

Make the keen edged spearhead and bend 2 cm at a 80 degrees
angle on the other edge.

The grip is made of wood.

The wood is
worked by using
chisels.

Sand with
sand

Shape the grip so
as to fit the hand
you will use.

MNail heads
should be
narrower
than the
width of the
T groove
PRy B | carved in
the case.

Hammer in the other nail to fix the
case to the grip.
The penetrating tip of the nails
are bent and driven into the lower
part of the grip.

With this the wark is roughly
completed.
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Make a hook by using a file Put the shaft, HOKO,
on the BpeaEhEﬂd lest the r into the case.
speared fish slide off the shaft.

Attach the bamboo, which has a
diameter which is the same as the
inside diameter of the case, to the
spearhead position so that the shaft
fits snugly in the case and smoothly
d slides toward the target.

The edge of the case has a
stopper to stop the trigger which
. slides vigorously in the railed groove,
: This stopper is made by winding
rubber which softens the shock of
the colliding trigger. The rubber
should be tightened by winding wire
lest the trigger or the case be
destroyed by the shock of shooting.

The rubber
should be made
of two or three
pieces of thin
rubber, not thick
rubber.

Pull the tnigger toward you and
slide into the cut position of the groove.
Finally, unfasten it with your forefinger for
testing. when the spearhead is pulled vigorously
to the position where the trigger strikes the stopper,
this HOKO GUN test is OK.

(You should not test too much for safety reasons.)

The thin,
long rubber
used to pull the shaft
should not be too

strong, because fish
can be easily spearad
by the spearhead,

The length of the shaft
(approximately 35 cm) — ™

“" g
The shooting range -»’ Sliding distance of the shaft
{approximately 30 cm) (approximately 30 cm)

TR P70 poaanlercent
m m md shoot ﬁth:in‘ lﬁimﬁtﬂ,

You may think HOKO GUN is dangerous, but no one was injured by it in those days even though children competed
to make better ones. This gun has a high accuracy bull’s-eve rate, whether for big or small fish, even Eels. The number
of fish caught was overwhelming compared to the normal IPPON-HOKO, being as much as 2-3 kg a day.
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We enjoyed camping at the river-side or field. The best part was cooking, so we also enjoyed day-
time camping. Our tent was a mosquito net. Several children brought rice, soy-sauce, sugar, a rice-
cooker pot or a small pan, etc.

Everyone had a role fishing with spear, cooking rice, making curry sauce, etc. It got quite
dark when we finally started eating lively, and it was just the time for a camp-fire, too. ...And,
time to sleep in the mosquito net.

Such exciting nights.
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We have a rice-cooker pot called HANGO
for out-door cooking.

T often cooked rice for my parents busy with
farming since I was the only child.

So I was a good cook at camp-sites.

| found lots of springs coming out

|
in the fields in those days, and |

t_hat w.as a good place to rub and Change the water a few times, taking care not to drop rice
rnse rnce, until the water runs clear.
You need The basic rule of

cooking iz as in the
following rhyme:

at the start with
a small fire,

in the middle
with a vigorous
fire,

{Some HANGOs and never open
have scales, but i bt the lid even if a
experience is most baby starts

quite a bit of
experience to
know the
exact amount
of water for
rice.

reliable.) crying with
hunger. .............
Reduce the fire when the Now, the delicious boiled rice is ready to eat!

pot overflows and cook for
10 minutes.

Tap the upper part of the
pot. The sound tells you
whether it's ready or not.
Put the pot up-side
down on the grass and
let it steam for about 10
minutes.

The way to cook is almost the
same as "HANGOO"cooking.

Cut a big fresh FPourin the needed
bamboo with joints amount of rice and
on both sides . water in the hole.

Cooking.
Don't burn the bamboo-pot When you eat,
Make a hola. until the rice is cooked. spiit the bamboo.
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The most popular dish at camp-sites is
curry rice. _

2

Dice potatoes and sausages, and fry them with margarine or oil.
Stir them constantly so as not to stick to the frying pan.

e

Add water and boil until the potatoes become soft. Scoop and remove lye while cooking.
Add ready-to-use curry paste (solid) and cook stiring over a gentle fire. It is ready to eat when the

soup becomes thick.

COOKING RIVER-FISH
(NI-TSUKE)

Grill lightly the surface so as
to keep the shape while
cooking.

Cut the belly of
a fish and take
out the guts.

Remove scales
of the Crucian
from tail to top
with your thumb

nail or knife. : :
You can eat it as a grilled fish,
adding some salt. It is very tasty.
Add some sugar and Cook fish in the broth over a This stewed fish is so soft and
soy-sauce to water. gentle fire with delicious that you can eat the whole

an inner lid-cover, fish (even the head), and you ask

(At home, | used to add . _
for several helpings of rice.

some Rice-Wine "MI-RI-N".) Be careful not to let it scorch,




Exclusive use BOX.

A hard wooden box is used
to set the line.

Seal the

gaps with
melted

: candle to
= make it float
~ on the river
= for hours.

Make noiches with a saw.

(Pay attention to the direction of the grain,
so as the piece between 2 notches
doesn't fall off.)

Thé- hooks should not touch each other.

Tie bamboo sticks to both ends of the line,
Sel hooks one by one in the notches in one direction.

-'F
When setting in all the notches, set in the
second round.
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PREPﬂRATlDNS FOR FISHING Break shells and take Set snails to all the
out meat. (The soft tail is hooks.

Collect pond mud snails for bait, as many as the to be removed.)
hooks if possible.

Late in the
evening, the
line of
hooks is set
off the river
one by one
from the last
hook placed
in the box.

Stand
several
bamboo
sticks to
keep the

line
apart,

‘Strike the bamboo end securely,
and expect the next morning! Don't

Also place stones so it will not drift away or get entangled. :
forget the place you set the line.
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Early in the next morning, Expectation and excitement

around 5 o'clock, | hurried to overwhelmed chills and everything else.
the site. Such a thrilling moment to
The morning exercise with radio music pull up the linel

started at 6:30 and I also had to finish
delivering newspaper, so I rushed to the
river as early as possible.

Even in mid-summer, the river water at
5 a.m. was quite chilly and it demanded

determination to step in at first.

Once in water I didn't feel so cold.
"LUhat kind of Tish are
caught todayo”

Keep the box afloat from setting the line till drawing in, so that

the line doesn't get entangled within the box in the water.
it = L T

Start
drawing from
the last
hook and
sel hooks
again one
by one in
order.

W The hooks
 with fish are
also set with
longer line
! so as not to
let the box
sink with the
weight of

fish.

Set all the
hooks on
the box.
Common
fish were
catfish,
Gyu-gyu,
and Crucian
Carp,

After coming home, take off
the fish and dry the line.



Elderly people used to make Eel-trap baskets out of
bamboo. I couldn't make one, so I asked an old man
o weave one for me. '

The bait Is earthworm. Putl the worm covered with
hemp-palm into the bottom and cover the funnel-
shaped lid to the mouth.

Late in the afternoon
sink the baskets with
stone weights in a rocky
river. Leave them there
overnight. Eels come
inte the baskets attracted
by worms through the
narrow entrance. They
cannot get out after
eating worms since the
bamboo funnel is one-
way.

When an Eel get into the hole, it goes tail first |
Then it can't get out because of the funnel.

Early in the next morning
pull the baskets up.

This tool
generally
brought in
a good
catch, and
Crucian
Carp and
other fish
could also
be caught.

We had to register with the river
fishing union to use this method;
maybe because it had quite a good
catch.

I paid some money as an annual
fee and was given a wooden license
plate with a charcoal-burned seal.




First pin the head of an Eel with a nail, and cut the
back with a blade.

Eel seems to be an expensive
food even today, and in those days

it was a luxury since it was not as
easy to catch like Crucian Carp.

I wrote as if I caught a lot with
the line or the baskets, but actually
the whole catch through the
summer was 14 to 16 with seveped
attempts. Rt i
So when I caught an Eel, T really

enjoyed cooking it.

Take out the bones with a knife.

Cut it into a faw Dip them in the sauce (mixture of soy- Broil over the charcoal fire.
pieces and broil sauce, sugar, sake, and seasoning), Repeat broiling and dipping
them lightly over a and broil them again. in the sauce several times.
charcoal fire. ¥You can use a brush to add

the sauce.

Repeat it several times. Delicious broiled Eel is ready! It was the main dish for supper.
Those days in secluded villages river fish was an important source of protein. Children enjoyed
fishing not only as fun but also to help the family kitchen.

Lhen I
had a GOOD L]
catch, :

I shared
It with My
parents !
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At the end of the summer vacation we had to submit some kind of
handicraft work. Teachers judged the works and gave prizes to
excellent ones. 1 wondered what kind of craft would attract attention
every year. When I challenged paper-clay work, I got the prize.

| made various things such as the head and hands of hand puppets,
. masks, and vases (using a milk bottle inside).

How to make paper-clay: Tear newspaper Mix them well. When not
into small pieces and add starch and a little water. m1_xer.| well, boil
it in @ pan.

My paper-clay
valcano had the
crater of a small
glass bottle.




TSUTSUMI is a reservoir for farming, Water from springs and rain is saved for the stable water-
supply into rice paddy fields. Each village had a few reservoirs above paddies. When sunny
weather dried up the paddies, villagers discussed how much water should be drawn in. The plugs
sould control the quantity of the water-supply. Until the harvest season, water and fish (Carp,
Crucian Carp, Eel) were also there.

One day in mid-September, the rice harvest season, the farmers went to the reservoir yelling,
‘Hewv, let's clean up the TSUTSUMI reservoiri.”

Since water was no longer necessary, the reservoir was drawn by pulling out all the plugs. As the
water became scarce, lots of fish appeared. We rushed into the muddy water and caught fish.
Everyone enjoyed an easy fishing that day. Everybody, whether adult or child, got muddy and
spent a joyful day.

Small fish were returned to the water for the next year. Fish laid eggs and the reservoir would
have more fish next year.

TSUTSUMI kept one third of the water until the next rice planting season in early summer.
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Before the rice
harvest season,
farmers made
ditches around
the paddy fields
to reduce water.
In these ditches
and swampy
areas lots of
Loaches could
be found. We
scooped them
out with
bamboo-

baskets. ‘%

A Loach is a small, sticky, Eelike fish in muddy fresh water. It was a good source of protein.

How to make luach saup.

Soak soy-
beans with
Loaches in
water for the
night, to
make them
discharge
mud.

Other ingredients are sliced burdock roots,
diced taro yams, TO-FU (soybean curd) etc.

Fry Loaches thoroughly with oil. Add a
pinch of
salt and

pepper.

Add burdock and
taros, fry together
for a while and
add water, boil it
until done
(vegetables
become soft).

grated
ginger,
and
thinly
sliced
leeks at
the end.



l NE-KEFH
(Rice Harvest) _ ||

e ﬂfpﬁwwq. s ry

In October rice ears turn golden. It's the season of rice harvest everywhere under a clear sky.

The special sickles with a saw blade were used to cut several stalks at one time. Later 3 bunches
of these stalks were made into one bundle with a rice plant rope. The rice bundles were then hung-
dried. Each bundle split into 1 : 4 was hung on bamboo rods. Like dried {lowers, they were hung
up-side down.

When [ was an elementary school boy, a few holidays were given so we could give a helping
hand. They were special days off called "busy farming season holidays". Girls made
lunch boxes or helped in the kitchen. Boys, though not very helpful, joined the harvest. Since I
was an only child, I also helped make lunch boxes.

Harvesting was a tough job, But I tried to keep up with the speed of my parents and sometimes |
won, which encouraged me and made me try harder. The lunch of rice balls were the most
delicious. We ate them in the rice fields. For a few days, harvesting continued and all the family
members joined in until the sky tumed red at dusk.

Rice was the biggest income source, and parents told me, "No help, and I won’'t buy
vou anvything.” Naturally I tried very hard.

While harvesting parents were estimating, "how many rice bags would be filled this year?"
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After the Olympics in Rome, Tokyo was designated as the site of the next Olympic games.
Children imitated various sports such as high jump, hop-step-and-jump, jump cic. The
one | enjoyed most was pole vaulting.

Drive nails into 2 columns 5 cm apart from each other. A thin bamboo was set as a bar. The

cushion was the dried straw in harvested paddies. We cut bamboo to suitable length, and made it
stronger by roasting and polishing. I could clear the bar to some height, but the difficult point was
the timing to throw away the pole. I had to throw it away quickly so that it would not drop on the
bat.

Besides competing, we enjoyed pole vaulting in such ways as jumping to higher banks, or
jumping over streams. Just jumping around the field saying, "FU-N-LAKA. FU-N-LAKA
(flying, flyving! )" was fun.

This game didn't seem popular even in my neighborhood. In my memory only a small group of
children (including me) enjoyed it. :

=i L
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The earth (mud) of the |

harvested paddies was
of a clay-type and soft,
Dividing into two
groups, we made mud
balls and started a
battle. Even if a mud
ball stuck to the face or
body. it didn't hurt us
very much except when
it hit right on the face.
Some of us cried
sometimes, but nobody
got injured. It was a
very exciting and
thrilling game.

-06-

Paddy
fields after
the harvest

Were just
like the big
track field
for us
children.
Everyone
made his
own spear
out of
bamboo and
competed
for who
could throw
farthest,
Unless the
spear stuck
into the
ground, the
throw was a
Failure, Tt
stuck well
into the
- ground
when I tied
a cloth to
the spear.




It was an informal baseball with
7~8 players in harvested paddies or
some such space. We couldn't make
a full 9-membered team. so we
enjoyed this simplified baseball
with 6 kids at the least, A pitcher,
one in-fielder, and one out-fielder
made a team. A catcher was played
by the other team. We hit the ball
with fists or thin sticks so that it
didn't go too far. The ball was a soft
rubber ball.

Other rules are as follows,

Up to second base, and fair-line angle is 45 degrees.
Fitch under-hand when hitting with fists, but an over-hand throw is
all right when hitting with sticks,

Counting is the same as baseball, but only wide swings are counted as
strikes. No four balls (no walk). Either hitting or a strike-out.

Three fouls makes one out.

When you hit within fair-line, run to first base. The defense '
catches the ball at first base-Out! The defense strikes the ball to the

running player-also oul. Even the thrown ball doesn't hit the

runner and goes away, the runner can't reach 2nd base.

2nd base hits or home-runs are decided how far the ball goes, but even

the biggest hit is out when caught by defense.

Runners can't lake a lead while the pitcher holds a ball like in soft-ball.

No steals, nor bunting or sgueeze since the catcher is a member of the
defense team!
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Before threqhem with motors were
introduced, a treadle thresher was used. Teeth
on the drum dropped off the chaff. It also
dropped much straw, so with a TOHMI
(separating fan, in the left) we separated rice
from straw. The oldest type of SENBAKOKI
was a cut wood with lots of metal bars
attached. Threshing was done by pulling the
rice stalks strongly between the bars.

Straw after being threshed is a wonderful
resource with various uses, so it was bundled
and stored in barns. (The use of straw is to be
explained later.)

A thresher with motor was jointly bought and
used in turn by neighborhood groups called
MoYAIL MOYAI also labored and worked
together.

After being hung-dried, harvested rice is threshed
with a thresher. The hulled rice is then dried for
several days. I was excited to see the motor.

: = TOHMI was a big fan to separate
TGHMI rice from straw. Rice dropped

down with its weight and straw is
blown backward since it's light.

A heap of rice gradually became hollow like an ant-
hell, which was fun to look at. So | often asked to
let me sit on the TOHMI.
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The chaff of the dried
unhulled rice was then
removed.

The hull remover machine was big and looked expensive, and most farmers didn't have their own. I heard my father
say, "tomorrow Mr. Toda (who owned a machine and rent it to the farmers) will come, so I'll get everything ready.”
Since the rice harvest season was only several days, Mr. Toda seemed so busy to visit many farmers within a limited
time. Once it was quite late at night when he appeared, and the work continued to midnight under the light, I remember.
The machine separated hulled (brown) rice and hull, Farmers measured the plentiful rice from the machine and put it
into straw bags. (1 measuring cup: | To = 18 liter, 1 straw bag= 4 To = 60 kg)

The rice was sent to agricultural CO-OPs for shipment. Now half an hour rice farming came to an end. At CO-OPs the
rice is examined in dryness and quality and the payment was done through CO-OPs.
Incidentally, I remember, when | was 10 years old or so, that my father went to Tokyo for the petition of raising the
farmers' price of rice. I respected my father talk about the National Diet building.

The remaining hull was burned from outside with an chimney in the center. It took hours to burn completely. The ash
was soil neutralizer for rice paddies and other fields,

A heap of chaff burns slowly. Put sweet potatoes under the ashy part instead of the red-burning part.
Potatoes and taros are also good.

After a while the potatoes are baked soft to the center, while the surface is not scorched. It's ready to
eat!
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VARIOUS USES OF RICE STRAW|

Food And
Bed Of
Livestock
(Cattle And
Sheep), And
Compost
Straw for
bed made
into
compost
later,

' In my neighborhood there

was a rope factory. Rope-

[ weaving machines with two

= intakes wove ropes though
I don't remember the sha

of the machine well.

Clay-wall
Strengthening
Shredded
straw in 2
inches size
were mixed
_into clay for
== walls.
Straw was
said to make
walls solid
and prevent
cracks.
Baskets
And Bags &
Various "
baskets and §
bags for
farming were |
made of
straw.

TATAMI-MAT Center

When I was achild, and Sandals
straw sandals (called
WARAJID) had
almost been out of
use except for a few
old people. The
inside of tatami-
mats was 100 %
straw in those days
{covered with
woven rush). |
remember watching
the tatami making at
the sites of new
houses being built.

NATTO (Fermented
Soybeans) and
KONNYAKU (Yam Jelly)

Natto is to be explained
in detail later.
Konnyaku is made from
konnyaku yam. The
ash of straw is mixed in
water. Mashed yam 1s
soaked into the top
(supernatant) of ash
water to let it
consolidate. Boil the
solid yam. Konnyaku is
ready.

Seedling Beds from Sweet Potatoes,
And As A Bed For Fruits

Seedling beds
from sweet
potatoes were
woven straw. 4
Straw also
covered the
earth of fruits
such as water
melons,
melons, and
strawberries
as a cushion
to prevent
weeds.

There must have been many more uses of
straw. Every farmer stored a barnful of straw
and used it up by the next harvest. Straw was
valued during the whole year long. I loved to
play in the straw barn. Upstairs, the barn was
full of piled up straw. [ made a secret hut, or
jumped around as if on a trampoline. And I was
scolded by mother. "I*'ve told yvou
again and again., Don't spoil
the strawl”

I have countless memories of straw.



P

LV A Today is October 15, the shrine festival,
Maother told me before going to school, "Come to the shrine
directly from school today.” Yes! Tt really is the festival day. As

soon as classes ended, we rushed to the shrine.

There stood various stalls on the way to the shrine, Toys, broiled
squids, masks, cotton candies, yo-yo catching etc. Everything
looked nice. I wanted them all. One of the most exciting one was

"sale of toad 0il". The salesman's speech was so rhythmical and
interesting that I repeatedly listened to it 1o memaorize and imitate.

Al the main shrine music and dance were dedicated to the gods.

With accompaniment of flute and drum, young villagers were
dancing with a jingling bell in one hand and a sword in the other
hand, I wondered how they could learn to dance so well. T wanted
lo grow up soon to join the dance.

[ looked for mother. She brought boxful of fancy foods there,
While both my cheeks were stuffed with the rolled sushi, there was
an announcement. "Those who jein children sumo, come to the
ring," Everyone competed for the gorgeous prizes. Some children
started crying when thy were beaten, but the sumo tournament was
great fun, After the children's tournament, the adults’ tournament
started. Even the starting ceremony of champions' entrance into
the ring was authentic with subordinate sumo wrestlers with a
sword etc. The belts of wrestlers were hoses of fire engines, Who
waould be the champion of the year? Powerful bouts continued. At
the end the closing ceremony of bow twirling was done. We tried
to imitate bow twirling very hard later on,

Iasked my mother for money (100 yen) and went to the stalls.
With 100 yen, I could buy and play quite a bit in those days.

The shrine festival was as exciting and enjoyable as the New Year.




Near my house were two such shops, with a third on the long road going to school. Most of
them had all sorts of goods, some had alcohol and cigarettes, the one near school had lots of
stationery goods and so on. I think that they didn't sell fruit and vegetables because most houses
grew their own. There was also very little beef and pork sold. Most of the fish sold were salt-
dried, but sometimes they had unsalted fish. We hardly ever ate meat or raw fish, in fact if we did
it was usually frozen red whale-meat or meat in a one-pot type of food such as curry ete.

Cleaning things such as HATAKI(duster), scrubbing brushes, brooms and dust-pans; washing
things such as scrubbing boards, starch, pegs; kitchen things such as pots, knives, matches.
chopsticks, plates... these were there as a matter of course. Also often squeezed in were nails, wire,
hardware and field tools such as hoes.

For us these shops were overflowing with dreams. Delicious food: cakes, caramel with chance
game prizes, bubble gum, chocolate, thrush eggs, bean paste buns, ice flakes with syrup and soda
pop. Toys like model airplane kits, spinning tops, kites, flip-cards and marbles. Even fishing
equipment; the place was full of things we wanted. Going home from schoel we would stand
around looking at it all.

But it was forbidden to buy anything except school necessities on the way home from school.
If another pupil told the teacher, it would mean running around the school grounds once, or being
stood in the corridor. That is why we would often sneak in the back, buy and eat something, then
go on home.
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This kind of jottery was popular with

= S sweetened bean lolipop or sugar candy. Qver
— e a wooden frame of squares thick paper was
M|ZU.DASH|-KUJ| stretched. Tearing open the paper of one
(Water Lottery) square, we would take out whatever was

inside. If there was a small lollipop inside, that
We would buy lottery papers from the shop (Five or  was that. In other words it was a consolation
ten yen, depending on the rank) and when they were prize. If there was a paper with
E'"” in water characters would become visible. "Something-or other prize” written
SDP‘?E‘thIHQ-D\“—_OtHGT prize!” meant you on it, you could recelve it. There was also a
won what was written, but usually it was a type where you bought the smallest bag and
consolation prize of one sweet or one stick of gum,  would find a "something -or-other
The big prizes of balloons or toy pistols urged us on. prize,” which got bigger.

HIMO-HIKI-KUJI
(String Pulling Lottery)

Lots of strings are attached to various prizes. Some

of the prizes were madel planes and pistols worth a
thousand yen, which could be bought with a ten yen
lottery ticket. So if you were lucky, you wen in a big
way. From the bunch of strings we would choose one,
and with a shout of "E1! WIN!” pull one. But it was
always something like a stick of bubble gum. The
shop awner would say "Here vou are, o
consolation prize.” and give us a stick of the
same kind of bubble gum, leaving the prize attached.
They would then mix up the prizes so you couldn't tell
which was which. Once when the shop keeper wasn't
looking, 1 pulled the string from the prize end. My plan
was to notice which string moved at the top, and
remember it. But not one string at the top moved!
Ever since then | never tried that lottery again.
With the "tear outl lottery” one time there were about
five or six bags left, from first to third prize. "IT I
buy cll the bogs, then all the prizes
are outomatically mine, aren’t they?” |
sald to the shop keeper and although | got a surly
lock, | took all of them home...

-183-



u’ TSU =SI'” =GHMI Various characters, flowers, birds etc. would be printed onto a
- - — sheet.

Tatoos :| You can transfer them to where you want. Wet the back with
L t:ﬂ J; water and rub gently. Peelthe backing paper off. If it doesn't
stick well moisten it a little more, and try again. Putling it onto
your skin often left dirty marks hard to get off, so | didn’t do it

The black on the
negative became white,
and the white, black. But

NI- KI(I]H SHA- SHIN

{Sm’tshme Photos because we didn't have
- any holding liquid, after a
IThe negatwals were sold while the whele picture
in the shops, in sets. weant black.

If you put one negative with photo paper
in the sunshineg, for two or three minutes
you would get a positive picture.

It was a lottery with the prize written in the hinge part.

— —
NI-—KKE—I GHMI If you win once, you were allowed to have another

(Sinamon Application Paper) go. If | was lucky | would buy ten papers and have
——— ——— twenty to thity wins.

If you lick it too much, the food coloring comes off
and your tongue goes the same color,

One paper cost about 1 yen.

It only
makes a
bang, and no
bullets come

Little out.
pellets of the rolled It was fun to
gunpowder up tape in play at
are a pistol cowboys and
sandwiched specially Indians.
between made for
paper this.
lapes.
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At that time there was a big boom of model airplanes. Every boy had one or two, and made thei
own particular innovations, then had competitions for the longest or highest flying.

Most of us bought the kit and made them up, but among the older boys, sometimes someone
would build one his own.

At that time there were various kits: Telmic A. B, Mach, Sky, Arrow, Sony, Hope and so on, |
seem Lo remember.

Whenever the right season came after the rice had been harvested in autumn, I made Telmic E
which was my favorite one. Then I went into the empty rice paddies and flew it.

At that time the handicraft program at school included making model airplanes for the whole
school, and we had a big rally. We timed the flight times with a stop watch to decide the longes
flying plane. I think we took the total or average of three flights. There were several prizes; for eact
grade, for pupils of the same grade, for each class, and so on. The prize was a certificate anc
several kits. I remember, when I was in the 5th or 6th grade, that I got a prize of a kit, although
wasn't first.

The empty rice paddies after harvest, and the airplanes humming around in the wide autumn sky
Flv high in the sky! Fly on!
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METHOD: {This is my memory of the ki, so it may be slightly different.)
o — - = e Main shaft.

Head metal

@ eo® Aluminum pipe. :
x eads.

O Rear wheel

Main rib holder q ( there is no

Propeller shaft C— _ 4 rear wheel.)

- Rear rubber
—> band holder.

Bamboo strips,

Propeller { there were wooden
ones and plastic ones,) Make a
hole for the
aquilibrium
tail,

Side fibs.  Wing Paper.

Make a small hole for the end of
the rear rubber-band stopper.

Put strong glue on, wind cotton
around, and then put on more glue.

The rear leg.

Make four holes in the If you don't do it carefully it will spiit.
main rib holder,

Put a thin bamboo strip through the
The two upper holes are for attaching the ribs, holes.

and the lower two are for attaching the rubber

bands which hold the shaft to the main rib holder.

In the kits for beginners the ribs are already bent.

The more difficult ones (B) aren't so you must do it yourself.

Put it into hot water and slowly bend. When it is the right shape
quickly plunge it into cold water to keep the shape.
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Cut two centimeters of the aluminum
tube and put the bamboo strips in s¢

Glue the equilibrium
that they meet at the middle.

tail inte the holes [
opened in the shaft. |

Fasten the ribs with rubber bands
until they set firmly,

: : Fasten with a rubber band.
Bend the aluminum pipes a little. i
Bend the forward ones a little more Don't glue. Make it so you
than the rear ones. can slide the wings
backwards and forwards.

When you have the framework made you The paper which is left over should be cut
before the glue dries, then pressed round the

can paste on the special paper.
; bamboo with your fingers. This is hard to do
without making a mistake.

Cutting at about 4 or 5 milimeters
then folding over makes for less

mistakes.

Thin with water to
the right consistency.

Spray water on the paper, but if you spray too

Fold over the extra paper.
much it will rip when it dries.

Don't try to hurry the drying but let it dry naturally. When the paper
stretches, the plane is ready. For parts that aren't stretched properly

you can spray just that part again,
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Test fly without winding the rubber band.

Perfect.

The center of
balance is too far
back.

The center of balance
is too far forward.

Adjusting the center of
balance.

If It veers to the right
or left, you can correct
it by bending the
aluminum pipe. Bend
the opposite side it
veers to. Another way
is to do as in the
picture and add a
weight (the sun of the
Japanese flag, for
instance) to the
opposite wing that it
veers to.

WINDING THE BAND.

When winding it alone.

Get a friend to hold the rear end of the band, or
use a branch or nall to hold it. When the band is
completely twisted hook it onto the band holder.

Carelessly
letting go is
dangerous,

The band twisted two or
three times,

Attaching an "S" shaped
hook prevents the band from
snapping.

wind up the band.

GRINDER A handy tool
which turns something five
turns with one turn of the
handle. A speedy way to

Being expensive (about
500 yen) only a few people
had one. | didn't have one.

Use soapy water
to help lengthen
the life of the band.

How to fly it. with one hand hoid the
propelier and with the other hand hold the
back part of the plane.

Let go of the propeller and when it moves
by itself give it a gentle push. It is not good
to throw it strongly.




The end of
September is the time
the persimmons are
almost sweet. The last
of the cicadas finish
chirping at this time.
Some said that the
"sesame like pattern of
the persimmon” which
1s a sign of sweetness,
are the droppings of
the cicadas.
Many different
species of persimmons
allow us to eat them
from September till
the New Year, the last
being the "KO-
HARU(small spring)"

variety.

GA-SSO MR
G ) o o0 the
_ =

s

thickness at

This picker top and

uses thin bottom.
bamboo. Cutinto a
Smaller and neat (V)
shorter trees shape so that
present no the persimmon
problem but tree branches
tall trees slide into it
_nvlaad a and get
picking tool. To stop it splitting further tie caught.

it with rope or wire.

HOW TO PICK.

Insert something
bigger than the
persimmon branch, to

loosen it.
To be able to
use bitter
persimmons
for dried fruit
' they must
Push have the
Push ave tf
branch
sharpl .
upwaprzs ta attached. |
branch. Twist from side to side to next page.)
break the branch.




pers :
by taking bitter persimmons,
peeling them and hanging them
up under the eaves. They
become sweet and are
~ preserved food.
There were even many farm
houses that made enough to
take to market to sell. In my
house we usually only made
enough for ourselves, Coming [&f] (3
home from school T would often [
have some as a snack. During |%
the long autumn evenings while i
waltching television, it was Al
always dried persimmons that
our hands reached out for.
“IT you eat them
before they're sven
ready. thevy'll never
get done!”
I was scolded.

Before they are too ripe, pick Cut the branches so Carefully take Peeal as thin as
them with a little of the branch still  there is just a good [T ] the leaves off. possible. Itis
attached. shape left. best going

' round.

Luuse_ning_the Leaving a spare
rope twine, insert  space in the middle,
the branch. hang aboul ten on

@ either side.

After
drying
some
maore, a
fine white
powder will

When they get a little soft, appear.

gently squeeze them.

At this stage
they also tasle

After about a month
delicious

good. They dried persimmon are

should be ready. Keep themin a

Squeezed into a can, and [he}f are
flat shapa.

preserved food,



Choose bamboo
that is a little thick.
As in the picture,
make it into a spatula.
It is better not to use
new bamboo for this;
find same that is.a

little old. Be careful not to make

it too weak.

While turning the
persimmon around push the
blades in deeper anc

deeper

HOW TO PEEL.

Peel the first ring with
a knife.

Using the suppleness of the  Move it from right to To finish take off the | used to be
bamboo, it separates the skin  left, to peel. (cap] that has been able to peela
and the flesh of the apple. peeled. persimman in

less than 30
seconds by this

method.
Compared to a
knife the
peeling is much
thinner, and the
peeled
persimmon is
very neat, and
excellent for
dried
persimmons,

This is the method for treating persimmons whick
are very bitter, in their not yet ripe state.

In a big pot ( There used to be big wood stoves
outside, about big €nough to bath a baby in, whict
seemed to be used for making konnyaku (vegetable
jelly) and tofu ) put in straw and water and heat it tc
34 to 35 degrees. Put in the persimmons and keep i
simmering very gently for one or two days. The
straw acts on it to take out the bitterness. As the
persimmon looks exactly like a bitter persimmon, 1
would skite to friends that T could eat
bitter persimmons and try to
trick them. But as people made them here
and there, my friends soon caught on to the trick.

I've also heard of taking out the bitterness by
making persimmon pickle in strong spirits , but |
don't know how it was done.
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