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I_ Jethi’s famous Red Fort built by Shah Jehan, the Moghul emperor in the 1640s had the
river Yiununa flowing just below its ramparts.

In th}ﬁ‘.fer photograph, the same site shot 350 years later in the 1990s shows a busy
road replacing the river, which now flows 500 metres away.
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PREFACE

The writing and publication of this book has had a long and chequered history. The actual
project work from which this text emerged was carried out in 1987 by students from Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan, and also by leamers at a non-formal education centre run by Ankur Society for
Altermatives in Education in New Delhi.

This project had come hot on the hesls of our previous action - project thal focussed on the
changing urban environment near Mehrauli in Delhi. Not only had that project been very successtul,
bul it was also developed by us into a very successful book, and a video programme that received
nationwide viewing and accoladesin 1986. So when support to wrile up the Riverfront book came
from Centre for Environment Education, Ahmedabad, we were extramely excited.

Atthat lime the CLC group consisted of the present authors Feisal Alkazi and Priti Jain, along with
Martha Farrell, Jayashree Oza and Kaushalya Ramdas. We are indebted to them for heip in
conceptualising the original book. In particular we would like to acknowledge that the first drafts of
the original chapters on Flora and Fauna, Water Managament and Pollution were writlen by Kaushalya
Ramdas, Jayashree Oza, and Martha Farrell respectively, and we are grateful 1o them for the
same.

We are also grateful to Mr Kartikeya Sarabhai, (Director, CEE) and Dr.M.J.Ravindranath, Programme
Co-ordinator CEE, for their help and encouragement with the book. As part of completing this
book, we had collaborated with CEE South and INTACH te hold two workshops with teachers in
Chennai and Bangaiore in 1992,

It was after these very well attended and worthwhile workshops, that Ms. Shyamala Krishna
{Programme Co-ordinator , CEE) suggested that we rework the book to give it a national focus,
with an additional emphasis on South Indian rivers. As CEE South had been actively connected
with educational programmes on environmental sludies of fivers and tanks, Shyamala feit she
would be abie 1o provide some financial support, reference material on South Indian rivers, and
maybe even help find a publisher. So a second lease of life for the Riverfront book began!

Of course new materal could not just be added on, and as a result we have now rewritten and
reshaped the entire book.The entire exercise becams both challenging and a very creative experience
for the authors.

For this second version of the bock, we have receivedinvaluable support and access to materials
from CEE's network of NGO'’s and members of CEE South.
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FOREWORD

The ancient Greek philosopher Heraclitus said that one could never put one's feet in the same
river twice. The saying captures the constantty changing nature of rivers. Their waters are
forever moving, cascading down mountains, flowing over the plains at a snail's pace, the lovels
rising and falling with the seasons, on their joumey to the sea.

River basins have seen the origins of human setflements and civilisations and the growth of the
world’s greatest cities as famous cultural and trade centres. Millions of people around the world
have always depended on rivers for their livelihood, as water is essential for life.

From the earliest times people have revered their rivers. The myths that they wove around them
found expression in their culiure: their dance and music, their folklore and oral traditions, their art
and architectura.

Today we are demanding more of our rivers. Uncaring attitudes are causing great strains and
imbalances in the ecologlcal environment of rivers. Deforestation, industriatisation, disposal ot
waste into rivers and building of big dams are among the major causes of threat to the fragile river
environment,

Ecologists have made us aware that if we interfere with one such habitat we affect many others,
thereby reducing the ‘quality of life’ not only for human beings but for all living things.
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INTRODUCTION

A central concemn of educationists today is how best they can equip the child with skills
appropriate for a rapidly changing world. The teacher often wonders at the relevance of teaching
“4acts” from atext book, when these ‘facts” are constantly being challenged by the [atest information.
Rather than making children repositories of information, it is more important to improve their skills
in areas such as creativa thinking, developing multipie sofutions to problems, exercising informad
judgement, leaming how to acquire and evaluate information and how to work well with people from
diverse backgrounds. Unfortunalely, most schools today cannot need these needs, as they are
still very "traditional” in their outlook.

As a resuilt the child is kept in a protective cocoon both at home and in school. Trapped within the
tour walls of the school, six hours a day, the child encounters in his/her classmates people more
like him/her, than different. He/she studies with the same group for twelve years, learns about life
through a textbook and rarely steps out of the school, Language leaming is always the proper way
to speak, not the way language is actually spoken.

The child doas not really experience or experiment with science, he neally writas down predetemined
expariments in practical notebooks. History becomes a long list of boring dates, not a living
continuum.

And in the samea way, for the urban child of today, the ‘environment’ is an alien world consisting
mainly of ‘pretty traes and tigers’. How he is linked to the entire environment, and is atfected by the
rapid changas in the macro-environment is a concept that he/she finds difficult to understand or
expetience.

Of course in certaln educational institutions, a change in this thinking has already occured, and
this book itsel! is a record of many of these educational initiatives. Most of these educational
initiatives come in the form of leaming through project work. Such work integrates theory and
practice, fosters the group process and helps the child to integrate the various specialised subjects
he/she learns into an integrated whole, Such a ‘hands on' learning experience can theretore fulfill
many of the goals set out in the opening paragraph, and that too within the walls of a conventional
school.

This beok demonstrates the ‘how’, of such a project that was actually carried out, in the specitic
area of the envirohment, By picking an essential part of most of our urban environments - the
riverfront - we have devised a series of activities to bring home the close link betwesn human
beings and nalure, to the young person in tha 12 plus age group.

But such an activity cannot be done inisolation. We firmly believe that every school must consciously
seize such educational opportunities o help the child understand and comprehend the massive
change that is happening around him/her. Such a process cannot but be at the very centre of an
aducational process. We do not believe that such issues are co-curricular, or can be tucked away
in 6 periods a week. Thay must be at the nerve centre of the entire curriculum. Language learning,
science, maths and history can all play their role in this task. This will bring a truly multi-disciplinary
quality to our learning, integrating it instead of separating it into water tight compartments, in this
way ‘education’ can truly live up to its definition - to care and to nuriure’ and equip the child with the
necessary tools to live in the world of tomorrow. i
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