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Introduction— General Techniques

In teaching language in the first two or three years the blackboard is probably the teacher’s
most valuable visual aid; but drawings on it must be good if they are to be a successful aid to
language learning:

They must be drawn boldly and produced with swift, fairly thick strokes of the chalk.
They must obviously be what they are supposed to be. They must be drawn at speed
very few drawings by a language teacher should take more than fifteen to twenty
seconds.

This book is meant to help the language teacher to teach language more successfully: It is not
meant to produce artists. Most of the drawings need a good deal of practice but not much artistic
skill. Any teacher who is prepared to practise for a few minutes every day can rapidly acquire a
repertoire of blackboard drawings which he will find extremely useful in the language class.

The main principle behind the techniques suggested in this book is: Never use the duster
(until the drawing is finished and another drawing is to be put on the blackboard). For this reason
teachers should practise building up their drawings stroke by stroke in the manner suggested. All
the pictures in this book are based on this principle: never rub out.

Many blackboard drawings used in language teaching can be symbolic rather than realistic.
What is required is a shortened version of the subject or idea as opposed to the written word. Children
soon learn these symbols if they are frequently used in class, and much class time can be saved.

It is not good teaching practice to introduce new content words by using blackboard drawings:
the word box, for example is best introduced by showing the children a real box rather than a
drawing of one. Nevertheless, a teacher will find that it is often quite useful to be able to draw a
number of common objects quickly on the blackboard for revision, testing and so forth.

In addition to drawing, every teacher should try to develop a clear and speedy form of hand-
writing for his work on the blackboard. Forms of the unjoined and joined letters, suitable for black-
board use, are given on plates 58 and 59. Legibility, speed and beauty are the criteria to be followed,
in that order.

The list of contents will show that the drawings have been arranged under various headings;
short introductory notes relating to each of the plates in the book have been grouped at the begin-
ning. At the end of the book will be found a list of all the words illustrated in the plates.
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Plates 1-2 Practice

The first two plates show how to start your prac-
tice. Use firm, bold strokes and practise until
you can draw the lines (thick and thin, up
down), and the other shapes shown, quickly and
easily).

Plates 3-12 Common objects

In the early stages of learning English many of
the content words taught are likely to be the
names of common objects found in the school or
in the home; naturally such content words will be
introduced to the class for the first time by show-
ing the actual objects to the children and talking
about them. Such content words should never be
introduced for the first time by drawing on the
blackboard.

However, when it comes to revising such words,
blackboard drawings are very useful. Plates 3-19
show some ways of drawing these objects. Similar
drawings on cardboard make useful test-cards for
oral work in groups.

Plates 13-14 Fruit and trees

Plates 15-19 Transport

Some means of transport arc shown in plates 15-19.
Notice particularly the man on the bicycle. Tt
shows clearly how a simple picture, with very
little detail, can give us all we want for language
teaching. The spokes, the saddle and the cross-
bars have all been left out: yet the picture is
clearly what it is meant to be; no more detail is
necessary.

Plate 20 The House

Plate 20 shows the elements of perspective, with-
out going into very much detail. Notice parti-
cularly that the lines meet and are not parallel.
Another point about perspective; in a picture
showing a number of figures, buildings, ecte., the
further away the buildings are the smaller they
appear.

Plates 21-23 Buildings

Note that with a few very simple and easily drawn
pictures it is possible to make up an interesting
scene which provides plenty of material for languagc
work.



Plates 24-27 Stick figures

The following plates show a variety of stick figures
(or matchstick figures as they are sometimes
called). Many of the most common action words
are illustrated. Note that they can be combined
when making composition pictures (for example,

plate 30).

Plates 28-33 Solid figures and faces

A series of more solid figures. Start with a small
circle for the head and proceed as in the series of
pictures across the page. A little practice will
enable you to produce these figures very quickly.

Plates 34-40 Birds and animals

A series of birds and animals, some easy, some
more complicated. Start with the easy ones; for
example, the bullock in plate 36. Then graduate
to more difficult ones; for example the bullock
in plate 38.

Plates 41-47 Scenes made up from the

drawings of previous plates

Some examples of scenes which can be made up
using the drawings you have learnt so far. Plate 47
is an example of a drawing with some writing.

Plates 48-52 Structural items

Plates 48-52 show blackboard drawings suitable
for teaching a number of structural items. A large
variety of teaching items can be taught. Some
examples are:

What is this? at the top of
What are these? at the bottom of
thick—thin between

big—small in the middle of

long—-short (after rubbing out one
colours or two of the triangles)
What colour is it? Sfirst—last

How many? every (Is every circle blue?)
Is this triangle red or blue? only (No, only the small
Look at these circles. one 1s.)

Which one is blue? near

The big one 1s. half, quarter and so on.



Plates 53-57 Maps

Plates 53-57 show a variety of maps and plans,
starting with the classroom and extending to an
easy sketch-map of India. Much language mate-
rial can be taught with the aid of these maps, and
children can be encouraged to make maps of their

OWIl.

Plates 58-60 Writing

Plates 58 and 59 show small and capital letters
suitable for writing on the blackboard (and,
indeed, suitable for children to use in their exer-
cise books). Plate 60 shows one method of show-
ing children how to write letters; and also a
method of dealing with common mistakes in
writing. Note that the wrong forms are marked
by crosses; but even so, they should not be left
on the blackboard too long.
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Today is Sunclay. The people
are going to church. It js

seven oclock in the morning .

The bells are ringing. DING ' DONG!

Plate 47
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across 46
address 8
aeroplane 19
alight 7
apple 13
arm 24, 25
asleep 32
awake 32
axe 10

back 49

bag 3

ball 26
bamboo 6
banana 13
banana tree 14
bangle 9
basket 3, 43
bat 26

beard 31

bed 11
behind 53
bell 12

below 48
bench 12
between 48, 49
bicycle 15, 44
big 48

bird 34
blackboard 12
blade 10
blouse 29
boat 18, 45
bolt 10

hook 5

bottle 3, 5
box 3

boy 28, 29
bridge 23

Index of Words Illustrated

bring 24
broom 6
brother 27
brush 6

bucket 3
building (n) 46
bulb 7

bullock 10, 36, 38
bullock-cart 15, 38

bunch 13
bus 16
button 9
buy 26

call 26
candle 7
cap 31

car 16
carry 24
cart 15
cat 37
catch 27
chair 11
chicken 85
child 27
chin 31
church 47
circle 2
city 40
classroom 54
climb 24
clock 7, 46

cloud 31
coconut 13
coconut tree 14
coffee 7

coin 8

collar 31

comb 9
cook 24
cow 36, 39
cricket 26
cry 32

cup 4

dance 24, 30
day 52

deer 40

desk 12
dinner 30
dish 4

dive 25

dog 36

donkey 36, 39

door 20, 22
dress 29

drive 16, 17, 38
drum 30

duck 35

car 31

east 56, 57
eat 30

egg 2
electric light 7
electricity 7
elephant 40
empty 49
engine 17
envelope 8
evening 52
eye 31

face 31
fall 25, 27
family 30
fan 6

farmer 42
father 30
fence 43
field 42, 55
finish 26

fire 27

fish 37, 43
fisherman 45
flame 6, 27
flower 13

fly 24

food 30
foothall 27
fork 4
fountain-pen 5
fox 36

frog 37

front 49, 53
fruit 13

full 49

game 27
garden 54
gate 17, 22
girl' 9, 27
give 25
glass 4

glasses (pair of) 31

go 25, 27

hair 9

half 50
hammer 10
hand (clock) 6
handle 4, 6, 10
happy 32

head 31

heart 2

hen 35

high 30
hill 30
hit 24
hold 24
hole 8
hop 24
horse 36
house 20

inch 5
ink 5

in 48
inside 53

jar 3
jug 4
jump 24

key 8

kick 27
kite 24
knife 4, 10

label 7, 8
lake 18
lamp 7
land 57
laugh 32

leaf 13

learn 25

left 49, 53
leg (table) 11
letter 8

light (from lamp) 7

line 1

listen 25

long 9, 35, 48
lorry 16



man 27
mango 13
map 12
market 44
mast 19
mat 26
matchbox 3
meal 30
middle 53
mile 56
money 8
monkey 40
morning 52
mother 30
mouse 37
moustache 31
mouth 31
music 25, 30

nail 10
near 48
needle 8
neck 9
necklace 9
net 26

new 49

next to 53
nib 5

night 52
new 49
noise 25, 30
north 56, 57
nose 31

note (money) 8
nut 13

office 46
old 31, 49
on 48
open 5, 49

or 48
orange 13
outside 53

packet 8
paddy 42
paddy-field 55

pair (of scissors) 8

palm tree 14
papava 13
parcel 8

parrot 34
passenger 16, 17
path 47, 55
pear 13

pen 5

pencil 5
penknife 10

people 16, 43, 44, 46

picture 6

piece 8, 50

pig 39

pin 9

plant 14

plate 4

play 24, 26, 30

playground 43, 54

plough 10, 38
pocket 49
policeman 33
postman 29
pot 3

pour 7

pull 24

push 24

put 25

quarter 50

race 26

radio 25 -
railway 17, 43, 56
rain 51

rat 37

read 25
rectangle 2
ribbon 9

ride 24, 36
right 49, 53
ring 9

rise 45, 47, 52
river 23, 41, 55
road 44, 45 .
roof 20, 42, 43
rope 22

round 8

rubber 3

ruler 5

run 24

sack 42
sad 32

sail 18
sand 45
sari 28
saw (n) 10
school 43
scissors 8
scooter 15
screw 10
sea 45, 57
seat 22
sell 26, 43
set 52
shadow 20,46, 51, 52
she 27
ship 19, 45
shirt 49
shop 43
short 48

shout, 26
shut 5, 49
signal 43
sing 25
sister 27

sit 25

skip 25
skirt 28

sky 51, 52
sleep 32
small 48
smile 32
smoke (n) 19, 45
snail 37
snake 37
south 56, 57
spoon 4
square 2, 8, 48
stamp 8
stand 24
start 26
station 43, 56
steps 22, 54
stick 6
stone 10
street 46
string 8, 11
stump 26
sun 45, 47
sunshine 30
swim 25
switch 7

table 11, 48
tail 39, 40
talk 27

tall 35, 46, 48
tank 6

teach 12, 25
teacher 12

temple 43, 33
they 27

thick 1, 48
thin 1, 48
thread 8
throw 26
tiger 41

tin 6, 7
tooth-brush 6
top of 11, 48
tortoise 37
train 17

tree 14
triangle 1, 48
trousers 28
trunk 40

umbrella 6, 51
under 45

van 44
village 42

wall 22, 43, 54
walk 25
water 6, 22
wax 7

we 27

well 22, 55
west 56, 57
wet 51
wheel 15, 38
window 22
wing 19, 34
wire 7
woman 27
wood 10

you 27
young 31






