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The Med Tndian Express
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, Tuesday, 27 October, 2009

Toys to learn with fun

The Science and Technology Museum is all

scientific toy making centre

HEYX kids, lenrning sciende isgoing to be much mom
fin now. For, the Scienceemnd Technology Mussum in
e city is all se 10 open a scinntific toy making cun.
e, You can go visit the ploce and try making toys
that work on scintific prineiples or can even huy the
mterinks nod try thom oot st home.

“The iden is to spark that interent tn soience imong
Kids. " =nys Museum ditocier Arul Jerald Prakagh,
And as thi First step in setting up i fin stionce
cetre, the employess of the Mussam are being given
i throe-doy training in scientific toy making,

The centre of activity bursts with emergy. The
voung-al-hoart-enjoy playing with motchsticks, glue.
wires, maguels, pencils, struws, balloons, beaken ©D
precag and rubbar tubes o create some of the most
exaiting models of fans, propelier, motors, Ktoms and
ovin windmiilly, Some of them are aven learning how
Ly menbie musie out of propeliees with o few notches
o the siros's itd Mowlng through the opan ends,

Anld dome of Thee levitation xperiments trisd ot
Iy the class makes you realise that von really don'i
needl the Horey Potter spell of Wingardium Laviesa
orlecep tuings upegaingt grovity The twaini eaplein
that it is 11l about attractions and repulsions of mag
HEEHTIH getting thie distineos befween magneds st
right.

The traingrs, Ashok Rapaer and Samir Dhorde,
from the Inter-Univeraity Contre for Astronomy and
Astrophysics (1TUCAA) a8 Pune, (homselves sem 0
enjoy the closses: “MNo obi can really react negatiw
15:;11113-31&!! Uit trackineny mre wlso enjoying this,™ says

mie

set to open a

It's all small icdeas, but

they sometimes ! !

- - [
tgaer L“Hqg];[a
ideas in children

Ashok and Samir hove several public outrench
programimes of thoir contre in Pune and they are used
o making trigs (o the rieal apons inand groused Pune
explaining selénes to lide. "1t all dmaf] ideas, but
they gommetimes rigger bigger Meas inchildren," sayg
Ashnl, who even deminstrites o rotating fan which
o £knss: i srodent taght him, Ustng just s bicyele
spoke, o head, 8 pleceof poper lor the binde of the fan
il @ magnet, the kea bohind it s conversion of vi-
brutionnl energy 1o rotational ensrgy

Apart from all the junk bits forseimop, the dus ars
ilso armed with stacks of books on sclenes such as
oy of Milking Indian Toye®, ‘Hands-0On® and A
Aetivities', They are not selling the books: bod anvons

©can buy them from the publishers o olss-oan @lsn

il rbond somae piats froim e wabsite wwenrvin
dunptatoyscom. The wobsite aldo hos a lot of ideas
which might just tickle your breain and drive yoo 1o
tiggper 1deas !

50, the nesxt time, iF oy eity ki 8 running oot of
Iedans fo sehool projocts, all voi heave to dio 18 yisit the
scipmitifie Loy centro

What's murst interestliag s the genesis of the idea
for the centre, Wikkn Education Minister pLA. Baby
vistted Pune for the faneral of Kamaln Suraiyya; he
Vizgited the Selence Centre ot the TUCAA, Hi wiis so
excitod that he'tmmedistely insiructed Arul Jeralkd
Prakash o wisit Pune sind Btart one such centre for

the siudents fn tee State oo
Expinesy Maws Sarvioe
s - paan
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