


Introduction

Learning about Living is a book of Environmental Studies dealing with the child’s life in all
its aspects. As its name implies, Environmental Studies sets out to deal with every aspect of the
child in its environment, and eventually in the environment of the whole world. The approach in
Learning about Living may be summarized as follows:

a) In the early books it draws only on the child’s own experience.

b) It tries to help the child to collect information—about himself, his friends and his
neighbourhood—and to present this information in an orderly way.

c) It gives the child an opportunity to learn and to practise some important and useful skills :
drawing, copying, observing and recording, collecting, measuring and mapping.

d) It seeks to increase the child’s sensitivity to the beauty and wonders of the world around
him, before satisfying his natural curiosity about the great world which lies outside his immediate
experience.

e) It tries to promote activity in a variety of ways: every page requires the child to do something,
either in the classroom or outside it. This activity may be writing or drawing in the textbook, or
it may be carrying out a project outside the classroom, in the playground or at home.

f) It attempts to make the acquisition of information and the practice of skills an enjoyable,
co-operative and non-competitive venture on the part of the child, his friends and the teacher.

g) As the series is likely to be used both in urban and rural schools, it tries to tell the city child
something about village problems, and the village child something about urban problems.

h) It tries to produce in the child who uses it a questioning attitude with regard to everything
about his surroundings. The emphasis is not on giving information, but on getting the child to
find out for himself, and when he has done this, to analyse the results of his discoveries and to
put them to some practical use.

i) The course does not lend itself to testing or to competitive work in any way. Group work
and peer-teaching are likely to produce better results than the examination and marks approach.

j) It makes no provision for learning by heart.
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