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August 15 is a holiday.

Why?

Because it is Independence Day.

What is Independence Day ?

The day on which India became independent, free in 1947,
iBefore 1947 why wasn't India free?




This is the story of how the people of
India lost their freedom to Britain and how
they fought for many years, and in various
ways to win back their freedom. .

Throughout our history, people from
different parts of the world have come
to our country for trade. Some of the
things we grew or made were .in great
demand in foreign countries. Our silk and
handicrafts were famous; cotton textiles
made in India were also popular. Spices
like pepper and cardamom which grew
in India were very much wanted in Europe.
The trade in these goods was first handled
by a people called the Phoenicians. They
lived on the Mediterranean coast of North
Africa and were the cleverest merchants
in ancient times. Later, the Greeks,
Romans and Arabs carried on the trade.




But about five hundred years ago, all this changed
when European countries began to think of a new

way of getting what they wanted. “We are strong, .

we have guns,”” they said to themselves. “If we conquef
the countries of Africa and Asia, we can take what
we want and we won't have to pay. We shall also
have millions of people working for us.”

The Portuguese were the first to arrive in India
with this idea. One of their ships reached Calicut in
1498. The Zamorin who ruled Calicut was at first
very happy. He thought that merchants from a new
country had come to trade. More trade meant more
profit for people on both sides. But this time things
turned out cruelly different. The Portuguese wanted
all the trade for themselves and said that the ships
of other countries found carrying on trade with India
would be captured and sunk: their sailors and mer-
chants would be killed and their goods taken. So
the friendly trade with India which the Arabs had
been carrying on for several hundred years stopped. At
this time, the west coast of South India was divided into
many small kingdoms. The Portuguese encouraged
these kingdoms to war with one another. But the rulers
who won with the help of the Portuguese found that
they had become the slaves of the Portuguese. They
were forced to sell pepper and other things to the
Portuguese at very low prices. 5 ;
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ot 'Wheﬁ the people of the other countries of Europe saw that the

. Portuguese were getting very rich and very quickly too, they also

wanted to become rich by using the same unfair means. So Dutch
merchant ships arrived in India; then came the French; and lastly
came the British. Greedy people hate to share. Naturally, all these
foreigners began to fight among themselves because each one wanted
all the trade for himself. In the end it was the English who won.
The English who came to India belonged to the East India
Company which was a company of merchants. Now, merchants

- should not keep soldiers or fight to get trade. But when the East

India Company got permission to build godowns at places
like Surat, Madras, Calcutta and Bombay, they built forts and the
number of soldiers they kept increased year by year.



Siraj-ud-Daula, the Nawab of Bengal,
rightly felt that merchants, especially
from a foreign country, should not have
soldiers, guns and forts. He ordered the ™
Company to take down the guns on their
fort at Calcutta, They refused. War began.
In the battle of Plassey in 1757, the Nawab
was defeated and killed. Before the battle
the British had bribed the Nawab’s gene-
ral to betray him. So they put the general
on the throne. After some time when they
had got everything they wanted from him,
the British got rid of him and made another
man the Nawab. At first the new Nawab
did whatever they wanted him to do.
But later on he got so angry with their
greed and insulting behaviour that with
the help of the Moghul Emperor at Delhi
he decided to fight the British. But the
British army was too strong. The Nawab
and his men lost. The British now demand-






ed that they should be allowed to
rule Bengal along with the Nawab.
The Emperor had to agree and he
gave them the Diwani of Bengal.
Thus British merchants became
rulers of the Indian people.

In the next hundred years, the
Company gained control over more
and more regions. They plundered
every class of the Indian people
and taxed the peasants heavily.
They increased their wealth enor-
mously in various ways. For ex-
ample, indigo, a colouring matter
obtained from the indigo plant, is
very valuable in dyeing cloth. So
no one was allowed to trade in
indigo except the British. They
compelled peasants to grow indigo
in their fields even when the pea-
sants wanted very much to grow
wheat or rice for food. The peasants
were then forced to sell the indigo
to the British traders at a price
fixed by the British themselves.

Cotton-weavers of Surat and
silk-weavers of Bengal had to sell
all that they produced to British
merchants and, again, the East
India Company fixed the prices.
These prices were so low that the
poor peasants and weavers some-
times tried to sell their indigo, silk .
or cotton to others to get a little
more money. But when they were
caught doing this, they were whip-




ped and sent to jail. Sometimes
British planters even set fire to
whole villages because some pea-
sants in these villages had sold their
goods to others. Workers in the
factories set up by the British were
equally miserable.

The rulers of the Indian States
too were angry because they had
to do whatever the British ordered
them to. Lord Dalhousie, the
Governor-General of the Company,
made a rule that any Indian king-
dom, whose ruler died without
leaving a son to succeed him, would
become part of British territory.

By these unfair means the
British increased their wealth and
possessions. The way they used this
wealth made things harder for India.



























































































